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Jordan sees strong Arab presence at 
sununit as reflecting improved ties 

Kabariti: MENA conference proceeding very well 


By Ayman A1 Safadi 

Iordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan is 
pleased with the Arab pre- 
sence at the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic summit and the sum- 
mit is moving smoothly to- 
wards achieving its objec- 
tives, Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabsuiti said Monday. 

Mr. Kabariti told a press 
conference that the large 
Arab presence at the summit 
was an indication that the 
Kingdom's efforts to bring 
about Arab reconciliation are 
bearing fruit. 

Speaking at the end of the 
second day of the MENA 
summit, which aims at work- 
ing out regional frameworks 
for economic development, 
Mr. Kabariti stud regional 
cooperation “wiD prepare for 
an era that will be better for 
the Arab brethren and for the. 
area.” 

The foreign minister said in 
response to a question that 
the Kingdom had always 


sought to bnfld confidence 
among Arab states and to 
develop balanced relations 
with all Arab countries. 

Welcoming Kuwait’s parti- 
cipation m the summit, Mr. 
Kabariti said Jordan believes 
drat it was time the Kuwaiti 
government felt that ties with 
Jordan must return to normal 
and the status quo cannot 
continue. 

“We hope that the Kuwaiti 
government will reach a con- 
viction that would end die 
slow movement towards nor- 
malising the Jordanlan- 
Kuwaiti relations,” he said. 

But Mr. Kabariti described 
as strange a Kuwaiti request 
to have international obser- 
vers patrol the Kingdom’s 
borders with Iraq. 

It is strange that die feeling 
of insecurity and the need for 
foreigners to guarantee die 
security of the borders per- 
sist, said Mr. Kabariti, 
adding that Jordan’s policy 
does not accept foreign pre- 
sence on the Kingdom’s soil. 

Mr. Kabariti noted that 


I T£. 


even in the peace treaty with 
Israel, Jordan did not allow 
for foreign presence to 
guarantee the security of its 
borders. 

On Sunday Agence France 
Presse quoted Kuwaiti In- 
formation Minister Saud Nas- 
ser A1 Sabah as calling for the 
deployment of international 
observers on the Jordanian- 
ji borders. 

Sabah claimed that 
Iraq would not have been 
able to rebuild its military 
capability had it not been for 
spare parts which he said, it 
had received across the bor- 
der with the Kingdom. 

"We find the request 
strange.” Mr. Kabariti told 
reporters. 

On the absence of Syria 
and Lebanon from the sum- 
mit, Mr. Kabariti said Jor- 
dan’s contacts with Syria and 
Lebanon bad never been cut. 

The foreign minister said 
that be met in Colombia ear- 
lier this month with Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouk A1 
Sharaa . and Vice-President 


Abdul Halim Khaddam and 
exchanged with them views 
on various issues, including 
the MENA summit. 

“I said on more than one 
occasion that the process of 
development and planning 
for the future should proceed 
in parallel with the peace 
process” in order to convince 
people that peace can bring 
benefits, Mr. Kabariti said. 

Mr. Kabariti expressed 
hope that Syria and Lebanon 
would reach peace with 
Israel, adding that Jordan 
“will not hesitate to help 
facilitate the process if we are 
asked to do so.” 

“The peace process is a 
process and that means it 
could be accelerating, slow- 
ing or stalled,” but the de- 
clared choice of all the parties 
is to continue working to 
reach a political settlement to 
the conflict, he said. 

Addressing relations with 
Egypt, Mr. Kabariti said: 
“Contacts with Egypt are 
continuing and have never 
stopped” and His Majesty 


King Hussein and President 
Hosni Mubarak have been in 
touch for consultations and to 
coordinate positions. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa explicitly criti- 
cised Jordan Sunday for what 
he described as moving too 
fast in normalising ties with 
Israel and King Hussein re- 
jected these accusations, not-, 
ing that the Jordan-Israel 
peace accord came 17 years 
after Egypt made peace with 
Israel. 

On Monday, the King re- 
ceived Mr. Musa, who deli- 
vered to him a message from 
President Mubarak. 

Mr. Kabariti also rejected 
accusations that Jordan was 
seeking to take over the roles 
of other parties in the region. 

“Jordan does not compete 
with anybody for roles... the 
role that Jordan is playing is 
building bridges of confi- 
dence with other Arab coun- 
tries," said Mr. Kabariti in 
response to a question on 

(Continued on page 7) 


Qatar and Enron announce 
$5 billion natural gas deal 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Qatar and the 
American Enron company 
announced on Tuesday they 
had worked out an agree- 
ment to sell natural gas from 
Qatar's North Field through 
a project, which will cost 
about $5 billion. 

The announcement came 
during project presentations 
on the second day of the 
Middle East and North Afri- 
ca (MENA) economic con- 
ference. 

According to the deal, En- 
ron will process about five 
million tonnes of natural gas 
a year and about 40,000 bar-, 
reis of condensate per day at 
a plant to be built in Qatar. 
Delivery is expected to begin 
by 2001, according to Rebco- 
■ca Mark, Enron chairman 
and chief executive, the li- 
quefied natural gas (LNG) 

will be transported by tankers 

to designated ports where it 
will be turned back into gas 
form and transported to pow- 
er plants. 


Enron is in contact with 
various buyers in the region, 
including Israel. 

Israel is believed to be 
closely involved in the pro- 
ject, but the precise role the 
Jewish state win play except 
as a buyer was not im- 
mediately known. 

The idea bad been under 
discussion by Israeli and 
Qatari officials, including 
their foreign nrimstere, for 
several months now," after 
senior Qatari officials said 
their country was ready to 
seD gas to Israel. 

Jordan was brought into 
the discussions since Aqaba is 
expected to be the key transit 
point for the gas. 

Ms. Mark told the summit: 
“Our intended markets are 
Israel, possibly Jordan, poss- 
ibly other countries in the 
and eventually also 


AFP quoted Ms. Mark as 
saying the _ breakthrough 
came after Enron cleared up 
conflicts with existing con- 
tracts over the North Held. 

It could also serve as a new 
gas distribution system link- 


ing the region, Ms. Mark 
said. “We anticipate that 
there will be an LNG receiv- 
ing terminal in the Israel or 
Jordan region, but that has 
not yet been determined.” - 

Qatar's Energy and Indus- 
try Minister Abdullah Ben 
Hamad A1 Attiya estimated 
the cost of the deal at be- 
tween $4 and $5 billion. 

Sixty-five per cent of the 
investment will come from 
Qatar and 35 per cent from 
Enron, Mr. Attiya said. 

The final commercial de- 
tails are to be decided before 
the joint venture contracts 
can be signed in the next few 
months, according to Ms. 
Mark. 

Meanwhile, Qatari Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Jassem A1 Thani was quoted 
as saying that Qatar is willing 
to allow Israel to open a trade 
office in its capital Doha. 

“This option is under 
study, but until now no con- 
crete step in this direction has 
been made,” Sbeikb Hamad 
said in comments published 
in the Lon don- based news- 
paper A1 Hayat. 


Peres assails Syrian position, 
restates stand on Jerusalem 
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By Ayman A1 Safadi 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres, seek- 
ing to defend Israeli policies 
in the region on Monday, ■ 
lashed out at Syria for not 
signing a peace treaty with 
the Jewish state and criticised 
Egypt for not developing eco- 
nomic ties with his country. 

Mr. Peres, in Amman for 
the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
summit, spoke of Israel as a 
country seeking a compre- 
hensive peace in the region so 
that the people of the area 
can get down to developing 
their economies and impro- 
ving their quality of life. 

‘‘Political peace is a depar- 
ture from the past. Economic 
peace is the introduction to 
the future,” Mr. Peres told a 
press conference. 

The Israeli foreign minister 
took a hard line on the issue 
of Jerusalem, saying that 
Israel will never give up the 
Holy City as its capital or 
allow its division. 

‘‘Religiously, Jerusalem is 
open. Politically it is closed,” 
said Mr. Peres. 

The status of Jerusalem 
will be discussed in the 
second phase of the 
' Palestinian-Israeli talks. 

Palestinians insist that 

wosalem will become the 
capital of their own indepen- 


dent state and United Na- 
tions resolutions define Jeru- 
salem as an occupied terri- 
tory. 

Responding to a question 
on relations with Egypt, Mr. 
Peres indicated that Egypt 
achieved political peace with 
die Jewish state but economic 
peace has yet to take off. 

He said Israel returned to 
Egypt, “all the land” but he 
strongjy indicated that it did 
not get “all the peace” in 
return. 

“(President Anwar) Sadat 
was a pioneer in makingpoH- 
tical peace... we hope (Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak) will be 
a pioneer in making econo- 
mic peace.” Mr. Peres said. 

The Israeli minister also 
lashed out at Syria saying it 
was responsible for the stale- 
mate in peace talks betwen 
the two countries. He stud 
nobody is stopping Syria or 
Lebanon form joining the 
peace process and Israel is 
willing to make a territorial 
compromise in order for the 
two countries to reach a 
peace treaty. 

“Syria is slow... we should 
not dance to the winds of one 
person,” he said, urging 
Arab countries not to wait for 
Syria before they make their 
peace with Israel- 

On Lebanon, Mr. Peres 
said Israel was not interested 
in Lebanese territories “or a 
drop of their water or a role 


in their politics,” adding that 
the Lebanese track of the 
peace talks is dependent on 
the Syrian one. 

Israel has occupied 
Lebanese territories in the 
south since its 1982 invasion 
of the country. 

“We are ready to make foil 
fledged peace” with Syria 
without any preconditions, 
Mr. Peres said. 

Syria has insisted that it 
will not sign a peace treaty 
with Israel before the Jewish 
state withdraws fully from the 
occupied Golan Heights. 

Mr. Peres defended 
Israel’s policy of doting the 
occupied territories, saying 
the move is necessitated by 
security concerns and what 
be called as terror against 
Israel form parties opposed 
to the peace prooess. 

Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation Chairman Yasser 
Arafat on Sunday said that 
Israel has dosed Gaza for 222 
days in the past 14 months, 
causing enormous losses to 
the Palestinian economy. 

Mr. Peres rejected the 
perception that Israel was 
going to dominate the econo- 
mies of tire region. 

He pointed opt that Israel’s 
’gross national product is $90 
billion and asserted that Israel 
does not need Middle East 
business. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Egypt-Israel peace 
is ‘normal’ - Musa 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Egypt, rejecting' 
criticism its ties with Israel 
never wanned up under a 
2979 treaty, said on Monday 
peace was moving at a nor- 
mal pace, with its “ups and 
downs.” 

Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa also told Reuters Egypt 
was not competing with Jor- 
dan or other Arabs to lead 
the region. 

He said he hoped Israel’s 
stalled peace talks with Syria 
will make some progress be- 
fore elections in Israel next 
year. 

“Our peace is moving nor- 
mally,” he said in an inter- 
view in Amman, where he is 
leading Egypt’s team of offi- 
cials and businessmen to the 
Middle East and North Afri- 
ca economic summit. 

“For one to describe it as 


cold, or warm or hot, this is 
something in the eye of the 
beholder,” he said. “I de- 
scribe it as a normal peace, 
which has its ups and downs, 
its warmth and coldness, in- 
terests and opposing in- 
terests.” 

“But if the peace that one 
is required to prove is one in 
which the other party agrees 
on everything the other tide 
says, then this is only found 
in books.” 

Egypt, the first Arab coun- 
try to make peace with Israel, 
has often been criticised for 
failing to develop it into more 
cordial economic and social 
ties. Egyptians remain hostile 
to Israel and shun normalisa- 
tion. President Hosni Mubar- 
ak has never visited the Jew- 
ish state since taking over in 
1981 from his assassinated 
predecessor, Anwar Sadat, 
who signed the treaty. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Brown: Mideast is 
ripe for investment 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — U.S. Secretary 
of Commerce Ronald Brown 
on Monday appealed to the 
international business com- 
munity to look to the Middle 
East and North Africa as a 
place to invest time and 
money, and expressed U.S. 
determination to see the 
establishment of a new Mid- 
dle East development bank 
to fruition, despite objections 
from European and Gulf 
countries. 

“The bank will start,” con- 
firmed Mr. Brown. “We nev- 
er expected every country to 
participate, and we aren’t de- 
terred by the fact that every 
country isn’t going to partici- 
pate." 

The development bank, 
announced Sunday by U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, has met con- 


siderable resistance from 
three European countries 
who preferred a smaller in- 
stitution that would channel 
funds from existing lenders, 
rather than aciasa lending 
institution itself. Saudi Ara- 
bia and its GCC counterparts 
have objected on the grounds 
that they do not wish to see 
Israel playing a central role 
before a comprehensive re- 
gional peace is concluded. 

People should not look at 
the bank as the “be all and 
end all" of the region’s suc- 
cess in economic develop- 
ment, Mr. Brown told a press 
conference. “We want it to 
overcome some inequities.” 

Secretary Brown was 
flanked at the press confer- 
ence by several American 
businessmen and their Jorda- 
nian counterparts who are 
pursuing private sector en- 
deavours in the Kingdom. 

(Continued on page 2) 



His Majesty King Hussein on Tuesday meets Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat (Petra photo) 


King meets Arafat, other 
leaders attending summit 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Monday reaffirmed Jordan’s 
commitment to supporting 
the Palestinian people and 
the Palestine National Au- 
thority (PNA) in their drive 
to regain their rights on their 
national soil. 

He was speaking at a meet- 
ing held at the Royal Court 
with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat in the presence 
of Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker and Royal Court 
Chief Marwan A1 Qasem. 

The two leaders reviewed 
the developments in the 
peace process and bilateral 
relations. 

Also present at the meet- 


ing were His Royal Highness 
Prince Tala! Ben Moham- 
mad, the King's military 
secretary, and the King’s 
advisor Mohammad Rasoul 
Kilani along with the Pales- 
tine National Council Speak- 
er Salim Za’anoun and 
Palestinian Minister of Plan- 
ning Nabil Shaath. 

The King also conferred 
with the Arab League secret- 
ary general, Esmat Abdul 
Meguid. with whom he re- 
viewed the peace process. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid ex- 
pressed his appreciation of 
King Hussein’s efforts for 
peace and stability and the 
Arab league’s continued sup- 
port for Jordan’s ongoing 


efforts to settle differences 
among Arab States. 

King Hussein received a 
message from Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin voicing 
appreciation of the King's en- 
deavours for achieving peace. 

The fret that the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) summit is being 
held in. Amman is a clear 
indication of the King’s valu- 
able contribution to peace' 
and the historic change hap- 
pening in the region, the mes- 
sage said. 

President Yeltsin said that 
the MENA conference “will 
mark a new stage toward the 

(Continued on page 10) 


6 Jordan seeks to ensure peace 
process will benefit everyone’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, chairman of 
the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
sommit, said efforts were 
focussed on making the Mid- 
dle East peace process a pro- 
fitable activity for the re- 
gion's peoples and govern- 
ments as well as for regional 
and international business- 
men. 

Speaking at a dinner ban- 
quet he held in honour of 
delegations participating in 
the summit, Prince Hassan 
said: "The region is embark- 
ing on a dynamic process of 
reconstruction and develop- 
ment.” 

Prince Hassan added “as 
the circle of peace expands, 
more of peoples of this region 
will be able to join.” 

Following are excerpts 
from Prince Hassan's 
address: 


‘In building peace, justice 
and prosperity we have to 
redouble our efforts to make 
up for lost time. What ties 
ahead is a great deal of hard 
work. But, unlike the pre- 
vious phase, such hard work 
is of a satisfying and reward- 
ing nature. We should not 
respond to sceptics by 
attempting or- pretending to 
take easy short cuts, for they 
do not exist. Of course, we 
should do all that is realisti- 
cally possible to accelerate 
the peace-building process. 

“We can see Israelis taking 
an active interest in the well- 
being of Palestinians in Gaza, 
Nablus, Jenin and Jericho. 
Similarly, . Palestinians are 
concerned with die security, 
of Israelis within Israel. We 
are approaching the (joint 
when the people of Beirut, 
Damascus, Tel Aviv, Jeru- 
salem, Amman and Cairo 


take an active interest in each 
other’s welfare and prosper- 
ity. It is true that this has 
begun mainly among leaders. 
But effective leadership is- ab- 
out filtering such concerns to 
the grass roots. In the new 
agenda, human resource de- 
velopment at the regional 
level has to replace the arms 
race as a practical means for 
promoting security. The ulti- 
mate objective is ihe disman- 
tling of barriers to arrive at a 
zone of shared prosperity. 

“Euro-Mediterranean 
partnership to be launched 
next month in Barcelona can 
contribute significantly to- 
wards stimulating a cor.versa- - 
rion of cultures between 
Europe and the Islamic 
World. It complements the 
MENA process and other 
efforts for promoting security 
and cooperation throughout 
our region." 


Summit draws mixed street reaction 


By Samir Hyjawi 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) economic summit, 
which ends today, has drawn 
mixed reactions from the 
Jordanian public, with many 
expressing optimism about 
the meeting's outcome but 
with others showing outright 
pessimism. 

Dr. Suleiman Mdanat be-' 
tieves at least 70 per cent of 
the pledges and promises will 
be honoured, especially joint 
projects with Israel. Howev- 
er. he said, if the people here 
do not feel the benefits of 
peace and should most of the 


promises turn out to be emp- 
ty slogans one can only ex- 
pect a disaster. 

Abu Walid, one of a group 
playing cards in a local cafe, 
told the Jordan Times that he 
would admit that the confer- 
ence had achieved good re- 
sults when his three sons who 
hold diplomats from com- 
munity colleges find employ- 
ment. 

Many of those interviewed 
believed that the conference 
will help Jordan overcome 
the present economic 
hardships, the continued 


price hikes and the high rate 
of unemployment, which, 
according to official figures, 
stands at 18.8 per cent. 

Some of those interviewed 
by the Jordan Times like 
lawyer Fatima AI Khalidi ex- 
pressed total pessimism 
saying that the conference 
will end up in nought. 

“Nothing in the life of the 
Jordanian people will 
change," said Ms. Khalidi. 

“This and other confer- 
ences are mere festivals that 

(ConteTuedonpage 2)) 
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Philipina maid gets 
1 year, 100 lashes 
for murder in UAE 


AL AIN (API — A 16-vear- 
old Filipina maid “was sent- 
enced Monday to a year in 
prison with 100 “light lashes"' 
for killing her elderly em* 
ployer after an appeals court 
overturned a death sentence. 

In the third verdict handed 
down in the lengthy and com- 
plicated case. Sarah Balaba* 
gan was also ordered to pay- 
blood money to the dead 
man's family' 

Her lawyer. Mohammad 
Al Amin, ’said the flogging 
would be “light" and “sym- 
bolic." 

The court ruled that Ms. 
Balabagan should be de- 
ported as soon as she is freed. 
But there was same confu- 
sion as to when that might be. 

Mr. Amin told the Associ- 
ated Press that rhe 14 months 
Ms. Balabagan has spent in 
prison since her July 1994 
arrest would be considered 
time served and she could be 
released in a few days. 

But the prosecutor. Sheikh 
Sultan Al Juweid. told repor- 
ters the one-year sentence 
began Monday, and could be 
waived or reduced only if the 
UAE president. Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan. decreed it. 

However, he said Ms. 
Balabagan could get out in 
mine months with good be- 
haviour. 

Sheikh Biya Ben Salik. on'e 
of the three judges, said the 
“previous months served in 
prison will not be taken into 
account." 

Danilo Cruz, labour 
attache at the Philippines 
embassy in Abu Dhabi, said 
he inirlaJly understood that 
Ms. Balabagan would be set 
free, but said the embassv is 


now seeking clarification. 

“We were informed by our 
lawyer that the prosecutor 
can recommend a waiver of 
the one year, taking into con- 
sideration that Sarah has 
been in prison for more than 
a year.” he told the AP. 

Ms. Balabagan was sent- 
enced to death' Iasi month for 
killing 85-year-old Almas 
Mohammad Al Baloushi in 
July 1994 when he allegedly 
tried to rape her. 

The Islamic court which 
sentenced her revoked the 
verdict Oct. 14. after 
Baloushi's family dropped its 
demand for her execution fol- 
lowing intervention by 
Sheikh' Zayed and said it 
would settle for diva, or 
blood money, of 150.000 
dirhams (S4I.OOO). 

In her first trial last June. 
Ms. Balabagan was sent- 
enced to seven years and 
ordered to pay blood money. 

That verdict was quashed 
and a retrial ordered by the 
government following pro- 
tests in the Philippines that 
the sir) should have been 
acquired. The victim's family 
clamoured for her execution.. 

Asked during Monday's 
dosed-door hearing whether 
she was ready to pay the 
blood money. Ms. Balabagan 
said: "Yes.’ I will pay.” 

The Philippines' ambassa- 
dor to the UAE. Roy Se- 
neres. said Ms. Balabagan 
was "very happy” with Mon- 
day's verdict and said Manila 
wifi not appeal it. 

“Our expectation was that 
she would get seven years. 
Therefore, with the dedsion. 
that's minus six years.” he 
said in a telephone interview 
with Manila's DZXL radio. 


Brown urges investment 


(Continued from page 1) 

U.S. commercial business is 
represented at the summit by . 
more than 160 firms, a reflec- 
tion, Mr. Brown said, of the 
Clinton administration's 
emphasis on the role of trade 
and commerce in sustainable 
peace. 

“One thing is very dear to 
the American business com- 
munity,” he said. “Without a 
stable peace, there win be no 
long-term investment. With- 
out such investment, no eco- 
nomic development will 
occur. Peace and jobs are 
forever interconnected.” 

“Private sector in invest- 
ment will be responsible for 
sustained peace in the Middle 
■East,” he said. “The U.S. 
government is not asking the 
international business com- 
munity to sink money into 
losing ventures. We do ask 
that you look to the Middle 
East and North Africa as a 
place to invest your time and 
money. Opportunities exist 
for those who seek them.” 

By the end of the first day 
of the conference, the Amer- 
ican business delegation 
publicised at least five private 
sector, joint venture projects 
in some of Jordan’s most 
lucrative sectors. 

Sprint, a major U.S. tele- 
communications firm, signed 
a joint venture agreement 
with ASAS Trading and In- 
vestment to provide Internet 
access to Jordan. Teltec, a 
'small-scale telecommunica- 
tions firm in the U.S., 
announced the upcoming in- 
auguration of a video medical 
link between Al Hussein 
Medical City and the Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester, Minne- 
sota. ARAM Internationa] 
Investment, headed by Ali 
Gh an dour, and Pointe Inter- 
nationale, a multi-national 


hospitality group headquar- 
ters in the U.S. have signed 
with the Aqaba Regional Au- 
thority an agreement to build 
and operate a resort in 
Aqaba. And finally, legiti- 
mate home videos will be on 
the market owing to an. 
agreement between cinema 
giant Columbia/Tristar and 
Intermediate, a local com- 
pany, for the distribution of 
home videos in Jordan. 

Mr. Brown also said that 
discussions for a bilateral in- 
vestment treaty were still 
underway, and that he saw 
“no significant problems” in 
signing an agreement. The 
bilateral investment treaty 
was proposed last year by 
U.S. President Bill Clinton to 
stimulate private sector in- 
vestment between the two 
countries, with the two gov- 
ernments acting as fadlita- 
tors. Six months ago, a draft 
treaty was given to the Jorda- 
nian government, and since 
that time, the parties have 
been meeting on a sub- 
ministerial level to discuss the 
final shape of the document. 
According to U.S. embassy 
source, a U.S. group is ex- 
pected no come to Amman 
“in the near future” for 
another set of discussions. 

A main issue under consid- 
eration for the document are 
intellectual property rights 
laws, which Mr. Brown 
deemed “an unresolved 
issue” in Jordan. “The laws 
and regulations are in place,” 
he said. “It's just a matter of 
enforcement. But it is key for 
economic growth.” 

It is the first thing looked 
at by countries exporting in- 
tellectual property, he said, 
adding that stricter enforce- 
ment of laws could allow 
Jordan to become a major 
regional producer of intellec- 
tual property. 


Yemeni ruling coalition is in 
over participation in Amman 


SANAA (R) — One of Ye- 
men's two ruling coalition 
parties warned Monday that 
Sanaa's participation in the 
Amman Middle East Econo- 
mic Summit could wreck the 
country's national unity. 

“There should have been 
proper studies at all levels 
through constitutional bodies 
before embarking on such a 
road in order to ward off any 
cracks in the national unity.” 
the Islamist Islah party said in 
a statement. 

Yemen is represented at 
the summit by a delegation 
led by Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdul Qader Baggammal of 
the General People's Con- 
gress (GPC) — the other 
coalition partner. Islah mem- 
bers are not included in the 
delegation. 

The statement said Islah’s 
“objection stems from many 
considerations foremost of 
which is the fact that eco- 
nomy is the starting point 
used by the Zionist entity 
(Israel)’to achieve normalisa- 
tion. 


More than I.OtMJ business- 
men and officials from 60 
different countries, including 
Israel, have gathered Am- 
man for the three-day confer- 
ence. 

Yemen is among Arab 
countries that has no ties with 
Israel. 

"Given the deteriorating 
conditions under which the 
Arab and Islamic nation live, 
the lack of minimum coor- 
dination and even the exist- 
ence of suspicion... The out- 
come of the summit will only 
serve the interests of the 
Zionist entity.” Islah said. 

But the official daily Al 
ThawTa in an editorial de- 
fended Yemen's participation 
“which marks no change in 
its attitude concerning the 
Middle East peace process 
based on achieving compre- 
hensive peace.” 

It said Yemen, one of the 
Arab World's poorest coun- 
tries. hopes that “regional' 
cooperation will belittle dis- 
parity and make the area 
more" harmonious in develop- 


ment levels.” 

Meanwhile, (he Saudi 
newspaper Al Medinah com- 
pared the summit to a car 
whose driver was pressing 
both the accelerator and 
brakes at the same time. 

“The summit looks like a 
car with the driver pressing 
both the accelerator and the 
brakes at one and the same 
time.” said Al Medinah. 
quoted by the Saudi press 
agency. 

"While everybody wants to 
stan. the majority considers 
the requirements of starting' 
are lacking: the comprehen- 
sive peace” that does not ex- 
clude any of the f.Arab- 
Israeli) conflict parties or try 
to marginalise its role." it 
said. 

Syria and Lebanon are ab- 
sent from the summit while 
peace talks between Israel 
and Syria are stalled over 
terms for withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights occupied 
by Israel during the 1°6” 
Middle East war. 


disarray 

summit 


Al Medinah said Monday's 
visit to Damascus b\ U.S. 
Secretary of State \\arren 
Christopher would be no- 
thing more “than an attempt 
to lift the tout from the 
brakes in the Amman econo- 
mic car and assuring some 
Arabs who are not willing to 
go ahead with the regional 
cooperation before the com- 
prehensive peace." 

IT" said Mr. Christopher 
“knows better than anyone 
else that what Washington 
wants for. the Middle East 
cannot be achieved without 
Syria. He also knows that 
what Israel does not want. 
Washington does not strive to 
impose." 

The newspaper added that 
with nothing changing in the 
Syrian attitude Mr. Christ- 
opher's visit was aimed at 
“assuring those assembling in 
Amman” that Washington is 
working for the comprehen- 
sive peace... But the feet in 
Amman are still on both the 
accelerator and the brakes 
as well. 


Peres 

assails 


(Continued from page 11 

Israel’s major trade part- 
ners are the United States. 
Japan and the European 
countries. 

“The Israeli economy does 
not depend on the Middle 
East.” he said, exhorting 
journalists to forget the past 
and to help in making people 
look towards the future. 

Responding to a question 
about Israel's nuclear arsen- 
al, Mr. Peres reiterated that 
Israel will support a Middle 
East free from weapons of 
mass destruction once com- 
prehensive peace is achieved. 
Responding to a question on 
France's nuclear testing in 
the Pacific, he said Israel 
opposes nuclear testing in 
general. 

Describing the MENA 
conference as a “turning 
point,” Mr. Peres said the 
summit “is an eye opener to 
the great potential of the 
Middle East.” 

“We are buying a ticket to. 
the 21st century,” he said. 

The Israeli minister criti- 
cised the European countries 
which did not support the 
establishment of a regional 
development bank, stressing 
the importance of the bank in 
supporting the regional eco- 
nomic development process. 


Hundreds of Palestinians 
return to Libya from border 


SALLOUM (Agencies) — 
Around 750 Palestinians 
stranded in no-man’s land on 
the Libyan-Egyptian border 
have returned to Libya from 
where they were expelled last 
month, officials at this border 
post said Monday. 

But another 116 people, 
out of a total of 1 .000 Palesti- 
nians. refuse to go back and 
the Egyptian authorities are 
examining their cases. They 
want to join families in Egyp^ 
and the self-ruled Gaza Strip. 

So far. some 750 have re- 
turned to Libya since Sunday 
night, following Libyan lead- 
er" Moaramar “ Qadhafi's 
announcement last week that 
he would take them back, 
border officials said. 

Libya has promised they 
could return to their homes 
and organised the journey, 
the officials said. 

The Libyan authorities 
who set up 100 tents for ihe 
expelled Palestinians 
stranded in a desert no-man’s 
land on the border with 
Egypt started on Monday to 
dismantle them. 

“But I want to go to Alex- 
andria (northern Egypt) to 
rejoin my wife and children.” 
insisted agricultural engineer 
Adel Al Louka. 

“I want to go to Gaza, 
returning to Libva is out of 


the question.” said Zoheir Al 
Khatib. a member of the 
Palestine Liberation Army. 

A delegation from the Un- 
ited Nations High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
( UNHCR 1. the World 
Health Organisation and 
Medecins Sans Frontiers- 
Beleium visited the camp on 
Monday to make arrange- 
ments m case of another 
wave of expulsions. 

Colonel Oadhafi said last 
Wednesday he would stop 
expelling the 3O.0UO Palesti- 
nians in his country and aiinw 
those in the tent camp to 
return for three to six 
months But he warned the 
expulsions eouid resume. 

The wave of expulsions be- 
gan in early September to 
show up wha: Libya sees as 
the “failure” of the Israei- 
Palestmc Liberation Orga- 
nisation tPLO) autonomy 
accords to create a Palesti- 
nian homeland. 

Libya is also expelling tens 
of thousands of Africans 
workers in the country with- 
out papers. 

Mohammad Sobieh. the 
PLO representative to the 
Arab League, said Col. 
Oadhafi agreed to Che return 
of the Palestinians after con- 
tacts with Egyptian Foreign 


Minister Amr Musa and with 
Arab League Secretary- 
General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid. 

There was no sign that Col. 
Oadhafi planned to stop the 
expulsions of Egyptians and 
Sudanese workers. Libya has 
ousted at least 10,000 
Sudanese and thousands of 
Egyptians since the summer, 
purportedly because they 
have no work permits. 

Border officials, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, 
said four buses arrived Mon- 
day from the Libyan border 
town of Emsaed to take the 
Palestinians back. Their des- 
tination was not known and it 
was not clear whether they 
would get their jobs back. 

There were few signs of 
celebration as Palestinians 
loaded their bags on trucks 
and boarded the'buses. Some 
sold food to those who plan- 
ned to stay in the camp. 

Conditions at rhe camp 
have deteriorated since it was 
set up six weeks ago. Resi- 
dents complained about a 
lack of water and food, and 
dozens of children had di- 
arrhoea. 

The UNHCR has trucked 
in water, food, blankets and 
medicine over the past few 
weeks. 


Amman economic summit 
draws mixed street reaction 


(Continued from page 1) 

abound with promises which 
make some people optimistic 
about the improvement of 
the national economy but I 
personally doubt that any- 
thing will change.” 

The many frustrations 
caused by the previous con- 
ferences which issued many 
promises that were never 
kept do not make it easy for 
one to believe new ones, 
added Ms. Khalidi. 

Fayyad Mohammad 
Fayyad, a boookstore assis- 
tant, said: “I have been fol- 
lowing the discussions at the 
MENA conference which so 
far had one benefit as it has 
projected Jordan's name in 
the world media. But this is 
not enough because the 
genuine benefit lies in the 
implementation of projects in 
the country to end poverty 


and the unemployment and 
to raise the people’s standard 
of living.” 

Many of the country's 
workers earn up to JD 70 a 
month which is hardly suffi- 
cient to pay rent, added Mr. 
Fayyad. 

Pharmacist Abdul Qader 
Al Banna said: “I expect 
tangible progress to be 
achieved in improving the liv- 
ing conditions and the nation- 
al economy but not up to the 
degree of people’s expecta- 
tions.” 

The peace dividends 
should be concrete and felt 
within at least six months to 
one year from now. he 
added. 

Ziyad Naser, an employee, 
and Bassam Aqrabawi, a su- 
permarket assistant, believe 
that there will be benefits but 
these would not be felt before 
10 years. 


Egypt-Israel peace 
is ‘normal’ - Musa 


(Continued from page 1) 


Both countries have often 
disagreed on Israel’s policies 
towards the Palestinians and 
its refusal to give up its nuc- 
lear weapons to rid the area 
of mass destruction weapons. 

Mr. Musa nearly sparked a 
crisis at the Amman summit 
on Sunday when he suggested 
that some countries in- the 
region were going too fast in 
forging economic coopera- 
tion deals with Israel. 

Jordan, which made peace 
with Israel in 1994, and Qatar 
— engaged in its own peace 
moves with Israel, reacted 
angrily, saying Cairo was first 
to rush to Israel 17 years ago. 

“Economic cooperation is 
part of the peace process and 
is (inked to it and to compre- 
hensive peace." he said in the 
interview. “...We see this 


dearly, but others might dis- 
agree." 

He said Cairo wanted to 
“keep ties with Amman close 
and clear of any impedi- 
ments.” 

Jordanian-Egyptian ties, 
somewhat marred by rivalry 
over their regional roles', 
have often hit snags since 
before Amman signed peace 
with Israel in October 1994. 

Mr. Musa rejected critic- 
ism that Egypt was feeling 
jittery by Jordan making its 
own peace gains with Israel 
or was competing with it to 
maximise political and econo- 
mic gains. 

“There is space for every- 
one. The Middle East needs 
everyone to enter its develop- 
ment process. We do not see 
any competition, at all.” 



JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

14.-00 Captain Planet 

14J0 MA.N.T.IS. 

15:00 Run The Gauntlet 

tf-flO I Love Lucy 

lfcJO Tarazan 

17M 

Children '5 Programme — Cocottc 
Minute 

17:30 Scric — Fruits Et Legumes 
!&w 

Magazine — Savoir Plu Same 

IWO News in French 

19:15 Ushuaia 

1930 News HcadE ncs 

1935 You Bet Your Life 

2040 

The Secrets of Treasure Island 
2030 The Bold and the Beautiful 

21:15 Drama — True Blue 

2240 Now in English 

2235 Flm: “Paparazzo" 

2339 Drama — A Perfect Hero" 

PRAYER TMES 

Mc29 Fajr 

fl£r47 (Stmrbt)Duh* 

1 1:19 Dhuhr 

1434 -Asr 

1632 Maghreb 

1&I0 *Isha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mar 7 of Nazareth Church 
Swefflefa. Tel. 810740 
AawmMk! of God Church, Td. 
632785. 
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St- Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the A nnunciati on Tel. 
637440. 

De la SaOe Church Tel. 661757 
Temsancta Church Tel: 622366 
PKnrf^ of llw Anmmriiri wi Td- 
623541. 

Anglican fTinrrli Jj], 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Td. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Ch u r ch Tdj 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International C hurch Td. 

652526. 

Er an geBeal Lutheran Church Td: 
824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 845457 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Sahib Td. 654932 
Church of Nazanae Tcl.675691. 
The Eva ngtB c a l Local Church In 
Amman 
Td. 811295. 


. WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Fine weather conditions will pre- 
vail becoming cool at nighi with 
winds northeasterly light to moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, moderate weather 
conditions will prevail with winds 

northerly moderate and seas calm. 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 12/23 

Aqaba IS/ 30 

Deserts 1 1/27 

Jordan Valley 19/31 

Yes I e relay's high temperatures: 
Amman 21. Aqaba 27. Humidity 
readings; Amman 41 per cent, 
Aqaba 39 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukldcs Halasah 819220 

Dr. feyczDabbas 759155 

Dr. Arafat Al Ashhab 602507 

Dr. Munthcr Al Oraini ..... 884286 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairtnikh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmctsain pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukb pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBXD: 

Dr. Ali Al Shoqairi 246140 

Alquds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef Haraallah 988075 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 


Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Gntipfcunu 661176 

Wafer and Sewerage 

CbmpUinis 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

'Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 


•AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 8138 13/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 607071 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital R45M5 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. A Mali 666127/37 

Al-Ahii. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 686100 

Amal Hospital 607155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA; 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sma Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital (09)990990 
DUHD: 

Princess Basina Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (021272275 

Ibn Al Nates Hospital (021247100 

AQABA: 

Princes Haya Hospital (031314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

03:10 Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

08:00 Damascus (RJ) 

08:55 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

09J5 Muscat. Duhat(RJ) 

09J5 Beirut (RJ) 

Dfe50 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

15:30 Zagreb (add) (RJ) 

MAS Cairo (RJ) 

16:40 Frankfurt (RJ) 

16:50 London (RJ) 

17:55 ... Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 
23:15 Brussels ( RJ l 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

11:15 A'dcn. Hudaidoh (DY) 

13riM Munich (YP) 

14:20 Rome (AZ! 

18:15 Duhai (EK) 

Beirut (ME I 

23;40 Amsterdam (KL) 

00:55 Bucharest IRO) 

01:10 Londun(KJ) 


Iraq releases 3 Romanian prisoner# 


BAGHDAD (R) - Iraqi President SsJdM On 

Monday ordered the release from prison oi 
nians jailed in IW. the official Iraqi News Agency (mA) 
said.' ’ The president ordered the 

man nationals sentenced to prison in December. far 
the remainder of their rerm for humanitarian 
said. The pardon was granted following J l*J 
Romanian President Ion lHescu m a letter dch'Med to 
Iraqi Vice President Taha Rattan Ramadan. We agency 
said. It did not say how long the prisoners initial sentence* 
were or what they had been convicted for. 

Israeli, Mauritanian ministers meet in Amman 

AMMAN (R) — The foreign ministers of Israel and 
Mauritania, which do not have diplomatic relations, met on 
Mondav for half an hour during the Amman economic 
summit’. “Thcv are working on full diplomatic tics but no 
date has heen’set for an announcement. W'c hope we an 
deliver it in the near future." said an Israeli official 
accompanying Foreign Minister Shimon Peres. . launta- 
nian Foreign Minister Mohammad Salem Outd Lckhal lojd 
Reuters the two sides had discussed relations hut would 
‘give no other details. Officials said it was the third meeting 
between officials of the two countries. 

'French bombers may have trained in Pakistan’ 

PARIS (AFP) — Islamic militants blamed for a «ncs of 
terrorist bomb attacks in France may have received 
paramilitary training and fundamentalist indoctrination m 
Pakistan and Afghanistan, judicial sources said here 
Monday. Paris public prosecutors opened a probe into the 
recruiting network on Oct. 12, but so far no one has been 
indicted.” the sources said. The charges would he for 
terrorist-related offences, the sources said. Dozens of 
French nationals, most of North African origin, have been 
charged with the same offence — for providing logistical 
and arms support for the Armed Islamic Group (GIA). 
which is fighting to overthrow the military -backed govern- 
ment in Algeria. The daily Le Parisicn reported Monday 
that French police and the country's secret service had 
established that several dozen young people of North 
African origin had been recruited in immigrant suburhs, 
mainly around the French capital, to receive paramilitary 
training in an area on the Afghan-Pakistant border. 


Rifkind hold talks with King Fahd 

RIYADH (AFP) — Britain’s Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Rifkind will visit Saudi Arabia next week for talks with 
King Fahd and other officials about cooperation between 
the 'two countries, a British diplomat said here Monday. 
Mr. Rifkind will arrive next Monday for his firs: visit to the 
kingdom since he was named foreign secretary in July 
although he paid a visit here in January when he was 
defence minister. The Brirish foreign secretary will meet 
his Saudi counterpart Prince Saud Al Faisal, to discuss 
boosting tics, the British diplomat added. He leaves on 
Nov. 7. Britain has sold billions of dollars worth of military 
equipment to Saudi Arabia as well as several other Gulf 
Arab monarchies. Britain's secretary of state for defence, 
Nicholas Soames. visited Riyadh on Oct. 13 to try to 
persuade Saudi Arabia to buy British-made Challenger 
tanks. 

Brotherhood leaders on trial to boycott court 

CAIRO (AP) — Islamic activists on military trial promised 
Monday to boycott court sessions and rtot to answer 
questions if the government forces them to attend. The 49 
leaders of the Muslim Brotherhood — Egypt’s largest 
Islamic group and the main opposition — said they will end 
the boycott only when civilian judges take over their trial. 
The men were arrested as pan of the government’s 
10-month crackdown on the group, which is outlawed but 
has operated openly for years. Human rights groups have 
criticised their military trial as a travesty of justice because 
it does not allow appeals and has handed down stiff 
sentences after short deliberations. Another 22 Muslim 
Brotherhood members are on a separate trial at the same 
military base in Haekstep, about 45 kilometres outside 
Cairo. Their trial resumes Tueday. The Brotherhood has 
accused the government of carrying our the crackdown to 
discredit it before Nov. 29 parliamentary elections, in 
which dozens of Brotherhood candidates plan to run. 
Already 16 of these on trial had promised to run. and the 
government has said it will not interfere. 

Iranian speaker visits Austria 

VIENNA (AFP) — Iranian Parliament Speaker Ali Akbar 
Nateq Nouri criticised on Monday the West's “selective” 
approach in considering human rights issues in Iran and 
said his country could be as critical as regards to these 
countries. Mr. Nateq Nouri, whose comments were relayed 
to reporters by Heinz Fischer, the president of the lower 
house of parliament here, told the latter during their 
meeting that Iran had as much right to be critical of, 
European countries and the United States in terms of their 
own human rights record. Mr. Fischer said that other issues 
discussed focused on bilateral relations and the Middle 
East peace process. Nateq Nouri arrived in Austria on 
Sunday and was also to meet with Austrian President 
Thomas Klestil and Chancellor Franz Vranitzky. He is also 
to meet with Foreign Minister Wolfgang Schuessel. His 
visit here marked the second time a high-ranking Iranian 
official travelled to a European Union country in the 
aftermath of the Salman Rushdie affair in 19{W. 


Departures 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

•*2® Beirut (Rj) 

Zagruh (Jdd) (RJ) 

V™? Aqaba (RJ) 

0&40 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

Aqaba. Istanbul. Frankfurt (RJ) 

Vienna. Brussels ( RJl 

Montreal. Toronto i RJ) 

I*”® Geneva. Madrid i RJ) 

Lmud(RJ) 

••• Damascus iRj) 
Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (Rj) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

06:06 ....f.... Damascus, Paris (AF) 
Hudaidah. Aden (DY) 

Sham Al Sheikh. Munch (YP) 

Jti! Damascus l AZ) 

liiJS Dubai (EKl 

WM •••■ Aden (DY) 

OiSs Amsterdam (KL) 

^ Buchan's* (RO) 


H1JAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

Dcp. Amman fc()l> every Mcwday 
Arr. Damascus 

5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Dep. Damascus 

7:30 a m. every Sunday 
Arr, Amman 

5:00 p.m. every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

t'WVf lwcr prwr m fih per kg. 
Apple 7IKV500 

Banana 

Hunona iMuluunmar) 63* 

180/ IDO 

Carrol 41W00 

Cauliflower 23CV130 

Cucumbers (large) MU/|50 

CiKumhcn (small) 320 / 23) 

£aiptani IjKVItf 

G«pa NWM0 

Grape Frail .. 2tBI loO 

Lemon 1WIJD 

Marrow (large) |4tV 90 

Marrow (smalt) 200 / 140 

Chivw (wren) «W20 

Onion (dry), 2SV ISO 

Orange JWV40Q 

Pepper (hot) 21X1 M5fl 

Pvppcr (awed) 2001150 

Potato juy 250 

Spinach 1W100 

Siring Beam 760/6(0 

Tangerine 3OVI80 

Tomato IHVTOi 
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Queen opens Bani Hamida project fall exhibition 
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AMMAN (J.T.j — On the 
occasion of the 10th 
anniversary of the Bani 
Hamida Women’s Weaving 
Project Her Majesty Queen 
Noor Monday ev ening 
opened the annual fall exhi- 
bition entitled, “Winds of 
Change,” at the Jerusalem 
Insurance Company • in 
Shmeisani, a Royal Court 
statement said. 

The exhibition, which is 
held in cooperation with 
leading interior design 
houses of Jordan, features 
hand-made woolen rugs, 
wall hangings, runners, 
mats and cushions woven 
in warm autumn colours. 

According to the state- 
ment, Queen Noor praised 
the Bani Hamida project 
saying that ‘its success in 
developing traditional 
designs and products have 
led our work in reviving 
Jordan's handicrafts indus- 
try over the past decade,” 

The Bani Hamida Project 
was founded by the U.S.- 
based Save the Children 
Federation, which was 
invited by the Queen to 
establish a rural-based 
income-generating handi- 
crafts project in Jordan. 

The project, which has 
raised JD7973S in wages, 
benefits 1.244 recently set- 
tled bedouin women and 
their families living in 14 
villages on Jabal Bani 
Hamida in Madaba Gover- 



Her Majesty Queen Noor Monday opens the ‘‘Winds of Change” exhibition of the 
Bani Hamida Women’s Weaving Project (photo by Crystal) 


norate, according to the 
statement. 


Queen Noor was accom- 
panied by HRH Princess 


Ghida Talal, the statement 
said 


with KingFahd 


House calls for emergency meeting of APU 
to discuss U.S. Congress vote on Jerusalem 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Lower House of Parliament 
has called for an emergency 
meeting of the Arab Parlia- 
mentary Union (APU) to 
discuss the U.S. Congress’ 
vote to move the American 
embassy from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem 

A message addressed to 
APU President Mohammad 
Jalal Saeed by House 
Speaker Saad Hayel Srvur 

: .u.* t- i 1; tv.li:. ■ 


said' the Jordanian Parlia- 


ment considers the vote 
provocative to the Arabs 
and to the feelings of Arabs 
and Muslims around the 
world. In his letter, Mr. 
Srour said that Parliament 
believes that such a deci- 
sion can only jeopardise the 
Palestine an-Israeii final 

stage negotiations over the 
status of the Holy City. 

The U.S. legislature voted 
overwhelmingly last Tues- 
day to move the U. S. 


embassy to Jerusalem by 
1999. 

The decision drew an 
immediate and strong reac- 
tion from the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) 
which said the move would 
jeopardise the U.S. role in 
the peace process. 

The vote contravenes the 
UN Security Council reso- 
lutions and international 
legitimacy requirements 
and therefore Jordan calls 


for an intensive Arab effort 
to stop the implementation 
of the vote, Mr. Srour’s let- 
ter. 

In light of this develop- 
ment the Jordanian Parli- 
ment is seeking an emer- 
gency meeting of the APU 
to examine this question 
and to undertake whatever 
appropriate measures are 
required to deal with the 
situation, the letter said. 


France to provide $20m in 


loans, grants to Kingdom 


AMMAN (J-T.l — France 
and Jordan Monday signed 
a protocol whereby " the 
French government will 
provide the Kingdom with 
100 million francs (nearly 
S20 million) in loans and 
grants to help it finance its 
purchases of French goods 
and services and lo finance 
studies on water, the envi- 
ronment and civil aviation. 

An official at the French 
embassy told the Jordan 
Times that only 85 per cent 
of the sum will be in the 
form of soft loans for pur- 
chases related to the coun- 
try’s projects in grain silos 
and environmental protec- 
tion. 

The rest of the sum will 
be in the form of a grant 
used to cover the cost of 
studies in water the envi- 
ronment and civil aviation, 
said the official. 

The protocol was signed 
by Minister of Planning 
Rjma Khalaf and French 
Finance Ministry Under- 
secretary Herve Gaymard. 



Minister of Planning Rima Khalaf and French Finance Ministry Under-sccretory 
Herve Gaymard Monday sign a protocol for loans and grants to Jordan worth $20 
million (Petra photo) 


Jordan, Brazil and Israel explore tripartite trade cooperation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Industry and Trade 
Ali Abu I Ragheb met Mon- 
day with the ministers of 
industry and trade of Brazil 
and Israel to discuss 
prospects for cooperation. 

The three ministers 
explored ideas for initiating 
tripartite projects especially 
in the field of modem tech- 
nology transfer. 

Mr Abul Ragheb later 
said the meeting has suc- 
ceeded in paving the 
ground for three-way 
industrial ventures. 

Brazilian Minister Dor- 
thia Weiring said that the 
discussions covered the 
needs of Brazilian. Israeli 


and Jordanian markets for 
various products. She 
added that the group of 
ministers also looked into 
how their countries could 
help each other to meet 
those needs. 

Israeli Minister Micha 
Harish recommended that 
private sector businessper- 
sons hold a series of meet- 
ings to determine the right 
course for tripartite cooper- 
ation, particularly in indus- 
try. 

Also Monday, Mr. Abul 
Ragheb met with Omani 
Minister of Industry and 
Trade Maqboul Ben Ali 
Sultan the other members 
of the Omani delegation to 


the Middle East and Nonh 
Africa (MENA) economic 
summit 

Mr. Abul Ragheb said in a 
statement later that discus- 
sions covered plans for a 
Jordanian -Omani joint 

committee meeting which 


is scheduled for February, 
trade exchange. the 
prospect of creating a free 
trade zone sort ing the two 
countries and enhancing 
cooperation between the 
private sectors of both. 


(MEC) Co. & Universal Steel Fabrication 
Factory “Fabricators" 

Welcome Jordan visitors for the Amman summit & looking tor 
cooperation of international companies who are interested in joint 
ventures, licence or technical cooperation with our new factory 
fabricators' of 7,000 tonna/year production for equipment & (JVC's for 
petrochemical, mining, food & pharmaceutical industry, water & 
sewage, health & cleaning equipment & other. 

Interested welcome to call us on Ph.: 962-6- 
. . 623261/622046 

A. R. Tala Fax.: 962-6-624689 - Amman-Jordan 
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Potash Production • The first regional Pan Arab company, began production of potash fertilizer from the mineral rich Dead Sea in 1983 • Expansion of potash 
production facilities at the Dead Sea from an initial 1.2 Million totjs to the present 1.8 million tons per year employing self developed unique technology 
• Exporting all the production to more than 40 countries worldwide • The Arab Potash Company is the third largest supplier of potash to Asia where its product is 
the key for providing plant nutrients critical for feeding tlx increasing demands for food •Total exports in 1995 are expected to top 162 million dollars •The 
Arab Potash Company is also expanding its Potash production to reach 2.2 Million tons of product before the end of the century. 


\fi0BAL MISSIOIPND A REGIONAL MVIBUSION 

v* Regionai Vy 

took Potash Company through its charter is entrusted uitb the development of industries based on the minerals of the Dead sea. 
Towards this end a number of projects are in various stages of implementation and all bate been proven highly viable. 



ARAB POTASH COMPANY 

Into the next cent u ry tc ith con fi d e >i c c 


■B&m 





Capacity 

1.2 .Million NTT Industrial & 32000 MT Table 
Salt 

50,4.(00 MT per year of Oxide and 10,000 MT 
of Specialities. 

23.1X10 MT of Bromine expandable to 50,000 
MT per year and associated 

O.'XiO MT.year Poussium Sulphate. -rU.Ow 
MT. vear Di calcium Phosphjiv. 

tanstMBt 

32 Million USD. 

90 Million USD. 

100 Million USD. 

73 Million USD. 

Location 

The Dead Sea. Jordan. 

Dead Sea, Jordan. 

Dead Sea. Jordan. 

Aqaba. Jordan 

Saba 

South Europe and Asia / Jordan. (20 Million ‘ 
USD per year). 

Regional and Europe i mainly exports) (50 
Million USD per annum >. 

Exports mainly to Asia & Europe. 

Regional and mainly expons 26 Milh-.'n per 
annum. 

Status 

Under construction & expected completion 
in July ’9b. 

Studies Completed & tenders to be announced 
beggtning of 9tj for Completion in 1999. 

Under negotiations w ith Partners - First 
Phase by 1998. 

Expected for completion in l l '»°S. 

8ms 

Chloralkalilnduaiy. . 

la Refajaory Bricks for steel furnaces.. 

Flame Retardants, Wiling Fluids. 
Photographic Chfmiralfr — ' 

Speciality FeniJizcrs, animal Feed. 

RswHatarUs 

Raw Salt from ihe Dead Sea. 

Dead Sea Brines and local limestone. 

Dead Sea Brines.' 

Potassium Chloride & Phosphate locally 
available & sulphur impons 

Prefects 

Industrial sail, Table sat 

Magnesia and AlgO specialities. 

Bromine, Tetrabrcm, Caldum Bromide, 
Sodium Bromide. 

Potassium Sulphate. Di cakuitn Phosphate. 


These are some of our future plants & projects, for further information, please contact : APC - Amman Tel: 69T381 i 666165 P.O.Box: Id 70. 
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Sri Lankan troops advance toward 
Jaffna in bloodiest day of offensive 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka 
(AP) — Armoured columns 
advanced toward the rebel 
stronghold of Jaffna in the 
bloodiest day of a 2-week- 
old offensive, the govern- 
ment said Monday, and 
rebel leaders appealed for 
more recruits. 

A military st atemen t said 
41 soldiers and 92 rebels 
were killed when troops 
resumed their march on 
Jaffna City Sunday after 
consolidating captured posi- 
tions. 

But military sources said 
the army toll -was even high* 
er — 68 dead and about 300 
wounded. To maintain 
morale, the government has 
been known to reduce its 
casualty figures. 

There are no independent 
accounts of the fighting in 
the Jaffna peninsula 300 
kilometres north of 
Colombo, and reporters are 
not allowed into the area. 

The military also alleged 
further rebel atrocities 
against civilians outside the 


main battle zone in the 
north, in an apparent 
attempt to deflect the 
army's drive on Jaffna. 

It said police found eight 
decomposing bodies of 
civilians wbo had been 
abducted and executed in 
the Arapara district in 
southeast Sri Lanka, 220 
kilometres east of Colombo. 
A ninth civilian escaped. 

More than 100 civilians 
were reported slaughtered 
in rebel raids last week 
against villages dominated 
by Sinhalese, Sri Lanka’s 
majority community. 

In a statement, the mili- 
tary claimed that Tamils 
fleeing the battle zone 
believed the Tigers were 
cornered. It called on rebel 
leader Vallupflai 

Prabhakaran to surrender 
“without sacrificing the 
innocent lives of conscript- 
ed children.” 

For the past week, fero- 
cious battles have raged for 
the town of Neerveli, eight 
kilometres from Jaffna, on 


the main road from the 
Indian Ocean Harbour at 
Point Pedro. Neerveli has 
emerged as the key point of 
resistance by the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam. 

In fighting Sunday, the 
military said it was advanc- 
ing on a broad front to 
straighten its lines and had 
captured Urelu Junction, a 
crossroads near Urumpira 
west of Neerveli. 

Tins is the first time the 
military is laying siege to 
Jaffna City, the centre of 
Tamil culture for centuries. 
In 1987, Indian troops 
enforcing a peace accord 
captured the city after a 
long and bitter battle. 

The city has been in rebel 
hands since the Indians left 
in 1990. They have set up 
an administration with its 
own police, courts and tax 
collection agencies. 

The capture of the city 
could put the rebel move- 
ment in disarray, forcing the 
guerrillas to free into the 
jungles and resume hit-and- 


run attacks, said Colombo- 
based Western diplomats 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

The rebels Sunday 
declared a peninsula-wide 
curfew and called on young 
Tamils to enlist at recruit- 
ment centres which have 
been opened in the north. 

“This is an aggression 
against the Tamil people... 
We have to face it to protect 
our motherland," said the 
rebels in a statement picked 
up by military intelligence. 

The Sri Lankan army, 
equipped with better 
weapons recently acquired 
from countries such as 
China, Ukraine and Eastern 
Europe, has amassed more 
than 33.000 soldiers in 
northern Sri Lanka 

The military describes the 
offensive as the largest 
since the rebels began then- 
war for a Tamil homeland in 
the north and the east in 
1983. The war has killed 
more than 37,000 people. 


N. Korea: Seoul ‘spy capture’ was theatre 


BEIJING (R) — The recent 
capture and killin g of two 
soldiers by South Korea 
was a theatre put on by 
Seoul to divert attention 
from public discontent and 
problems in the govern- 
ment, the North’s ambas- 
sador to China said 
Monday. 

Last week South Korean 
soldiers shot dead a man 
Seoul said was an infiltrator 
from the North after a man- 
hunt involving 20,000 
troops. The other man was 
captured and Seoul said it 
was the second such infil- 
tration in one week. 

North Korean 

Ambassador Chu Chang 
Jun told reporters in Beijing 
that both incidents were 
fabricated by South Korean 
authorities to divert the pub- 
lic from their dissatisfaction 
with the government and 


from problems within the 
government. 

“They were a theatre put 
cm by the South Korean 
authorities,” he said. 
“Everyone should think for 
a moment — what could 
two soldiers do in South 
Korea?” 

Mr. Chu also attacked the 
United States and South 
Korea for tire start of 
month-long military exer- 
cises called Eagle 95 in 
mid-October at a time when 
the trend in the world was 
toward peace and liberalisa- 
tion and after Pyongyang 
and Washington signed an 
agreement in October 1994 
to improve relations. 

“The U.S., Japan and 
South Korea are resuming 
their efforts to create a tri- 
angular mili tary alliance, a 
legacy of the cold war,” he 
said. 


“No one can say when 
large-scale joint military 
exercises, which the United 
States stages with South 
Korea and Japan dozens of 
times every year, will devel- 
op into a real war," he said. 

If the process of detente 
that started in the wake of 
the North Korea-U.S. 
framework agreement 
returns to the cold war, 
U.S.. Japanese and South 
Korean authorities will be 
wholly to blame, he added. 

The United States stations 
tens of thousands of troops 
in South Korea in an 
alliance against North 
Korea. 

The Korean peninsula is 
divided by a demilitarised 
zone set up after a 1950-53 
civil war. The two sides 
have not signed a peace 
treaty formally ending the 
war. 


Court orders Japan sect be disbanded 


TOKYO (R) — A Japanese 
court took the first formal 
step Monday towards out- 
lawing the doomsday cult 
accused of the Tokyo sub- 
way gas attack when it 
ordered the cult to be cfis- 
banded. 

Tbe decision, announced 
by a spokesman for the 
Tokyo District Court, 
means the sect will be 
deprived of its tax breaks 
and other financial privi- 
leges associated with its 
religious status. 

Followers may still follow 
the sect’s religious beliefs 
but only as individuals 
under constitutional guaran- 
tees of personal religious 
freedom. 

Prosecutors have said in 
court cases involving mem- 
bers of Aum Shinri Kyo 
(Supreme Truth Sect) that 
senior figures in the group 
were responsible for the 
March 20 subway gas attack 
in which 11 people died and 
about 4,000 were made ilL 

In the attack, sarin nerve 
gas was released on five 
subway trains in central 
Tokyo. 

The sect’s leader, Shoko 


Asahara, is in custody 
awaiting trial on murder 
charges connected to the 
a tt a ck . 

Asahara’s trial was sched- 
uled to stan last Thursday 
but was postponed when he 
sacked his sole defence 
lawyer: The guru has since 
reappointed the counsel. 

Unless an appeal is filed 
to the High Court, the next 
tier in Japan’s legal system, 
Tokyo authorities may start 
to seize the sect’s assets 
under the District Court 
order. 

Affcr.-a high court deci- 
sion, the sect could make a 
final appeal to the country’s 
Supreme Court 

The Asahi Evening News 
said the cult at present owns 
about 30 properties and 
companies throughout 
Japan worth two billion Yen 
($20 million). 

The newspaper said in 
anticipation of the court 
decision, the sect started in 
recent weeks to transfer 
ownership of some of its 
properties to individuals 
affiliated to the group. 

The request to deprive the 
cult of its group religious 


status was filed by the 
Tokyo metropolitan govern- 
ment, which said the sect 
had deviated from religious 
activities. 

The Asahi Evening News 
said if the Tokyo court’s 
decision was upheld 
through all sect appeals. 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama’s government 
may then decide to ban the 
sect as a group under the 
Subversive Activities 
Prevention Law, asking for 
the sect to be completely 
disbanded, rather than just 
stripping it of its financial 
priviliges. 

The law was introduced al 
the height of extreme left- 
wing unrest in Japan during 
the cold war. 

However, authoritative 
sources say the government 
is reluctant to go that far 
because its actions would be 
opposed by many main- 
stream religious groups as 
an infringement on reli- 
gious .freedom in general. 

The sources said the gov- 
ernment would prefer the 
sect to just whither away by 
losing its financial base. 


Accused British serial killer 
takes stand in her own defence 


WINCHESTER, England 
(AFP) — Accused serial 
killer Rosemary West 
Monday took the witness 
stand in her own defence 
against charges she mur- 
dered 10 girls and young 
women, after her lawyer 
said her late husband, alone, 
was guilty. 

In a dramatic opening to 
day 17 of her trial, lead 
defence attorney Richard 
Ferguson questioned the 41- 
year-old mother of eight 
about her early life, in 
which she said she had been 
raped twice before the age 
of 16. 

The questioning, largely 
routine, followed an open- 
ing statement in which Mr. 
Feignson portrayed Mrs. 
West as the unwitting dupe 
of a sinister and deranged 
husband. 

Mrs. West is charged with 
murdering 10 girls and 
young women, nine of 


whose bound and mutilated 
remains were unearthed 
from the West home at 25 
Cromwell Street in 
Gloucester, central 

England, known as the 
“house of horrors ” 

Fred West, 53, was 
charged with those 10 mur- 
ders plus two others but be 
hanged himself in jail last 
January. 

Rosemary West, who 
denies all charges against 
her, arrived in court wearing 
a black buttoned-up jacket 
over a cream open-necked 
blouse with a dark-green 
waistcoat. 

As she stepped to the wit- 
ness box, Mr. Ferguson 
asked if she wanted to stand 
and she said she preferred to 
sit. 

She then began answering 
a series of routine questions 
concerning her name, age 
and background 

In his opening statement. 


Mr. Ferguson said 
Rosemary met Fred when 
she was only 15 and he, 
married and 27, and “like 
others fell under his spell 
(and) became pregnant by 
him 

“Thereafter Frederick 
West abused her as he 
abused everyone else dur- 
ing his evil life,” said Mr. 
Ferguson. 

“It is because of her mar- 
riage and her co-habitation 
with him that she is before 
this court." 

“The feet that Rosemary 
West may be a lesbian does- 
n’t make her murderer," 
said Ml Ferguson, alluding 
to testimony by prosecution 
witnesses, including Fred 
West's daughter, Ann-Marie 
Davis, 31. 

Ms. Davis testified both 
Fred and Rosemary West 
sexually abused her from 
die age of eight until she left 
home at 15. 


S. Korean 
president 
denies 
knowing of 
slush funds 

SEOUL (R) — South 
Korean President Kim 
Young-Sam. battling to 
contain the damage from a 
slush fund scandal, denied 
Monday any knowledge of 
illicit funds amassed by his 
predecessor Roh Tae-Woo. 

He told political party 
leaders Mr. Roh gave him 
no information about polit- 
ical funds and he had no 
pan in managing the 
money, one of Mr. Kim's 
aides said. 

It was the president's first 
open denial of personal 
involvement in Mr. Rob's 
S654 million slush funds 
raised with donations from 
big business conglomer- 
ates. 

“When President Roh 
was party president he 
never told me about party 
funds and I myself did not 
take pan in operating the 
funds," the aide quoted Me 
Kim as telling a lunch 
meeting of political leaders 
Monday. 

Mr. Rob was president 
from 198S-1993 and led 
the Democratic Justice 
Party, which .later merged 
with two opposition 
groups, including one led 
by Mr. Kim, to form the 
present ruling Democratic 
Liberal Party. 

Mr. Roh tearfully con- 
fessed to amassing the 
$654 million slush food 
last week and said be still 
retained $222 million. 
Bank accounts are now 
being combed by prosecu- 
tors. 

The lunch meeting was 
boycotted by leaders of the 
two main opposition par- 
ties, the National Congress 
For New Politics and the 
United Liberal Democrats. 

National Congress leader 
Kim Dae-Jung has 
acknowledged he accepted 
two billion won ($2.6 mil- 
lion) from Mr. Roh to 
finance his 1992 presiden- 
tial campaign and alleged 
the president took hun- 
dreds of millions of won. 

President Kim has admit- 
ted taking some money 
from executives of small 
businesses, who were per- 
sonal friends, while he was 
in opposition. 

Kira Young-Sam sought 
to distance himself from 
Ml Roh, a former ally, by 
telling the lunch meeting 
he believed Mr. Roh “quit 
the party because he did 
not want me to become 
president and I have cot 
seen him since,” Mr. Kim 
said. 

Mr. Roh left the 
Democratic Liberal Party 
shortly before the presiden- 
tial vote. 

Earlier, Mr. Kim made 
clear Mr. Roh would not 
escape justice over the 
scandal and he vowed to 
sever corrupt links between 
politics and big business. 



A doctor checks ft young girl and her mother poisoned by smoke Saturday in a sub- 
way fire in the Azerbaijani capital of Baku (AFP photo) 

Azeris mourns underground fire victims 


BAKU (R) — Officials in 
Azerbaijan's capital of 
Baku were stiU trying 
Monday to assess the death 
toll from one of t be woiid’s 
most serious underground 
railway disasters. 

Around 300 people woe 
known to have been killed 
and about 270 injured after 
a packed train caught fire 
between two stations in the 
city. 

Throughout the night, 
hundreds of people 
streamed to Baku's main 
mosque to try to identify 
victims and prepare friends 
or relatives for burial. 

“This is the worst day in 
the history of our city,” said 
Eldar, an elderly man who 
came to pray and pay his 
last respects to victims. 

Azeri Health Minister Ali 
Insanov said 289 people 
were killed and 269 injured, 
62 of them seriously. 
Hospital officials said 337 
died and 270 were injured, 
most of them suffering 
bums or smoke inhalation. 

Firemen who battled the 
fumes to bring bodies to the 
surface told the independent 
.Azeri news agency Turan 
that they feared the death 
toll might reach 600. 

Men at the mosque's 
entrance unloaded wooden 
coffins from a large lorry. 
Muftis blessed bodies 


wrapped in elegant, hand- 
woven national carpets. The 
bodies were then gently lift- 
ed into simple caskets and 
taken away by relatives for 
burial. 

Weeping women dressed 
in black mourned over the 
bodies of relatives in the 
stone-walled rooms of the 
mosque overlooking the 
Caspian Sea. Smoke killed 
many of the victims and its 
acrid smell pervaded the 
atmosphere. 

Interior Minister Ramil 
Usubov dismissed any sug- 
gestions of sabotage. Police 
said a spark from a high 
voltage cable might have 
started the fire and sur- 
vivors reported seeing 
sparks as soon as the train 
entened a tunnel. 

Survivors said there was 
panic when the lights went 
out and smoke began to fill 
the carriages after the train 
came to a halt in a tunnel 
between the Narimanov and 
Ulduz stations in central 
Baku during Saturday's 
early evening rush hour. 

’The train went on for a 
bit and then stopped. The 
driver came back but could- 
n't open the doors. Then the 
lights went out. After a 
while we started to suffo- 
cate from the smoke and we 
realised we had to open the 
doors," said Germadv 


Nikiferev. 

*The car was packed with 
people and when we opened 
the doors, half the people 
just fell out on top of each 
other." 

Manish Gurbanov, 53. 
who was in the second car- 
riage, said he climbed 
through a ventilation duct to 
escape. 

“We couldn’t break the 
windows so we climbed out 
through a ventilation ducL I 
got through the tunnel by 
grabbing a cable on the top 
of the tunnel, but they say a 
lot of other people were 
electrocuted. People were 
dying all over the rails.” 

President Haydar Aliyev- 
declared days of national 
mourning Sunday and 
Monday in Azerbaijan, a 
predominantly Muslim, oil- 
producing state of seven 
million people bordering 
Russia, Iran. Georgia, 
Armenia and the Caspian 
Sea. 

Normal services resumed 
Sunday on toe 29-kilome- 
tres underground railway 
network of 19 stations, 
opened in 1967. Residents 
of Baku, a city of over two 
million, say it is heavily 
used and die interiors of 
son* trains are in a bad 
state. 


Bangladesh, India strengthen 
troops amid border tension 


DHAKA (AFP) — 
Bangladesh and India have 
strengthened troop posi- 
tions on the border near the 
northern Bangladesh dis- 
trict of Sylbet following 
tension over an Indian move 
to build an office inside the 
“no man’s land", local offi- 
cials said Monday. 

The mas s circ ulati on daily 
Ittefaq newspaper quoted 
the officials as saying both 
the Indian Border Security 
Force (BSF) and 
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) 
had reinforced troops and 
dug bunkers at the Tamabil 
border area. 

The incident coincided 
with the arrival of Indian 
Border Security Force 
Director General D. K. Aiya 


for a fqor-day bangladesh- 
India annual border confer- 
ence that started here 
Monday. 

Deb Mnkharji, India’s 
high ‘commissioner (ambas- 
sador) in Dhaka, told AFP 
by telephone that he had no 
information on the incident. 
“It is a matter for the BDR 
and BSF to resolve such 
problems,” he said. 

Bangladeshi Home 
Ministry officials were not 
amiable for co mme nt. 

The issue was prominent- 
ly reported in the 
Bangladesh press but it is 
considered a routine and 
mostly localised border irri- 
tant 

Despite toe reported ten- 
sion, local commanders of 


the BDR and the BSF are 
said to be in touch to defuse 
tension. 

Shops and markets on the 
Bangladesh side were shut 
and trading was suspended 
following the incident, the 
daily said, adding residents 
were moved to safety. 

India started construction 
Sunday of a customs office 
near Bangladesh’s north- 
eastern border close to 
Sylhet district An earlier 
attempt was called off fol- 
lowing BDR’s protest, 
newspapers said. 

A flag meeting of BDR 
and BSF officials is to dis- 
cuss toe situation, reports 
added. 


Hong Kong- China showdown 
looms over human rights 

to the colony last Friday to 
explain the PWC recom- 
mendation to people wi thin 
their own camp and to 
senior journalists should 
show the depth of the 
Chinese leadership's con- 
cern,” said independent leg- 
islator Emily I .a n 
The proposal, made early 

this month, just days before 
the United Nations 
Committee on Human 
Rights discussed Hong 
Kong’s case, is refusing to 
die down. 

Unusually. Hong Kong 
has united in its opposition 
to the PWC proposal with 
the pro-business, the pro- 
Beijing and pro- democracy 
camps putting aside their 
differences for once. 

“The Chinese govern- 
ment’s swift action to con- 
tain the damage indicates 
they have probably under- 
estimated the situation,” 
Ms. Lau said, lashing out at 
the PWC for being syco- 
phants. 

She said they had failed to 
accurately reflect Hong 
Kong public opinions to the 
Chinese government. 


HONG KONG (R) — Chi 
na’s efforts to soothe the 
furore over human rights in 
Hong Kong backfired badly 
Monday when it managed 
to antagonise its own sup- 
porters in the British colo- 
ny. 

Chinese experts, hastily 
flown in last Friday to 
explain why they sought to 
water down Hong Kong’s 
human rights laws after the 
1997 handover, angered the 
Hong Kong delegation by 
lecturing them and refusing 
to take questions. 

The experts addressed a 
group considered sympa- 
thetic to China and hand- 
picked by Beijing to be dis- 
trict advisers, responsible 
for briefing the Chinese on 
grassroot opinions and 
events in the British colony. 

But they fanned the dis- 
content by speaking 
throughout in Mandarin 
Chinese rather than in the 
Cantonese dialect spoken in 
Hong Kong, said David 
Chan, Hong Kong district 
affairs adviser. 

Adviser Leung Kwong- 
Cheung. one of 150 district 


advisers to attend the event, 
said China had ignored the 
views of ordinary Hong 
Kong people. 

“I feel disappointed with 
the two hour long briefing," 
Mr. Leung told reporters 
upon emerging from the 
Xinhua News Agency 
Headquarters which serves 
as China’s de facto embassy 
here. 

“We had no time to ask 
any questions and express 
(our) opinions.” be urged 
.China to reconsider and lis- 
ten to toe views of Hong 
Kong people. 

The proposal earlier this 
month to water down Hong 
Kong’s Bill of Rights was 
floated by the most power- 
ful set of advisers, the 
Preliminary Working 
Committee (PWC), whose 
Hong Kong members are 
seen likely to bold positions 
of power in fhe territory 
after 1997. 

Beijing appears to have 
been caught by surprise by 
the intensity of the backlash 
in Hong. Kong. 

“The fact that they hastily 
dispatched three ‘wise men’ 


Mandela gets 
Santa Award, 
$100,000 for 
charities 

COPENHAGEN. Denmark 
(AP) — If a Nobel Prize 
and toe presidency of 
South Africa weren't 
enough. Nelson Mandela 
has been . named 
Greenland's "Santa of toe 
Year" at a ceremony 250 
kilometres above the Arctic 
circle. Prime Minister 
Lars-Emil Johansen of 
Greenland presented toe 
award to an envoy for Mr. 
Mandela at a Santa contest 
Saturday, along with a 
$100,000 check for chil- 
dren’s charities in South 
Africa. “It is going to give 
so much to toe children of 
South Africa, where need is 
enormous." said South 
Africa’s ambassador to 
Denmark, Conrad Sidego, 
who accepted the award, 
sponsored by Greenland 
and Danish companies. Mr. 
Johansen is to travel to 
Johannesburg next month 
to present the prize in per- 
son. with a full-size wax 
model of Mr. Mandela 
dressed as Santa, said 
spokesman Soeren Ras- 
mussen. At the contest, 17 
Santa Clauses from 12 
nations competed in chim- 
ney-climbing and Christ- 
mas tree decorating, and 
were judged for best beard, 
suit and "ho- ho- ho’’ toe 
winner, picked by children 
from the coastal village of 
Illulissat. was Jocrgen 
Roslund of Denmark, fol- 
lowed by Ludvig Ringstcd 
of Greenland and Carmen 
Lamb of Sarnia. Ontario, 
Mr. Rasmussen said. 

British navy 
'backs ban on 
gays* 

LONDON (R) — The vast 
majority of sailors in 
Britain’s Royal Navy 
oppose homosexuals being 
allowed in toe service, toe 
Defence Ministry said 
Tuesday. “The navy did 
take soundings of its per- 
sonnel and. of those asked, 
there was an overwhelming 
majority against relaxation 
of the current rules,” a min- 
istry spokeswoman said. 
Britain’s bans on homosex- 
uals in the armed services 
was challenged in court 
earlier this year by four ser- 
vice personnel dismissed 
for their sexualitv. 


Twin sisters in 
chance meet after 
67 years 

BEIJING (R) — Chinese 
twin sisters separated just 
after birth when their rick- 
s haw man father gave one 
up for adoption were 
reunited 67 years later after 
a chance encounter in a city 
park, the China Daily said. 
Zhou Qunying and Peng 
Meiying were born to toe 
wife of a rickshaw puller in 
toe central city of Wuhan in 
1928. Two months after 
their birth toe impover- 
ished family gave the first- 
born to an orphanage. She 
was adopted by a vegetable 
farmer who named her 
Zhon Qunying but never 
told hex she was adopted. 
Peng, who is retired from 
toe Wuhan Glass Factory, 
searched for her sister but 
without success — until 
last June when Peng’s 
daughter saw an old 
woman selling tea in a city 
park and noticed a resem- 
blance to her mother. Peng 
went to see the tea seller 
and toe two sisters were 
reunited, the paper said. 

Woman arrested 
for breaking into 
prison 

WILMINGTON. Delaware 
(R) — A woman was 
arrested for trying to break 
into a U.S. prison tosee an 
inmate, the local depart- 
ment of correction said. 
Spokeswoman Gail 
Stallings said toe woman. 
Cheryl Carter, became 
“belligerent" when denied 
permission to see a friend 
because she did not have an 
appointment. She bran- 
dished a knife and rammed 
her car into the fence of toe 
prison at the Smyrna facili- 
ty 
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World News 



Residents of this Philippine central city ofBacolod inject their toppled houses after the Philippines was struck by 
the third tropical storm this year (AFP photo) 

Up to 110 die in Philippine storm; toll still rising 


BACOLOD, Philippines 
(R) — Rescuers Monday 
dug out more bodies from 
collapsed houses, raising to 
110 the known death toll 
from a storm that wrecked 
or damaged • more than 
30,000 homes in the central 
Philippines, officials said. 

Radio reports said many 
familie s remained stranded 
on rooftops in low-tying 
areas in Iloilo province and 
helicopters ferrying relief 
goods could not land 
because floods bad turned 
the domestic airport into a 
virtual river. 

“Some people on the roofs 
are holding cellphones and 
have been able to ask for 
assistance. There are many 
of them on the roofs,” a 
reporter of the radio station 
DZMM said from the area. 

Iloilo and Negros 
Occidenral suffered the 


heaviest damage after tropi- 
cal storm Zack pounded the 
Visayas region, 500 kilome- 
tres south of Manila, over 
the weekend with 105 kph 
(65 mph) winds at the 
storm's centre. 

Rescuers have recovered 
72 bodies from river banks 
and collapsed bouses in 
Negros Occidental, many of 
them of children and elderly 
people, relief officials said. 

Twenty deaths have been 
reported in Iloilo and 18 in 
Cebu. 

More than 60,000 people 
abandoned their homes at 
the height of the floods and 
fled to evacuation centres, 
relief agencies said. 

Initial estimates of dam- 
age to crops stood at $2 mil- 
lion. 

The strain ravaged hun- 
dreds of hectares of sugar 
cane farms and officials 


said this could lead to pro- 
duction losses in the 
September/August 1995/96 
season. The region accounts 
for 70 per cent of die coun- 
try's production of sugar, a 
major export 

The storm wrecked 9,263 
houses and damaged 20,800 
others in Negros Occidental 
and Iloilo, where many 
areas remained without 
power two days after Zack 
struck, die governors of the 
two provinces said. 

The damaged bouses were 
mostly made of flimsy 
materials. 

Many of those who died 
in Negros Occidental 
drowned in floods or when 
their bouses collapsed. 
Governor Rafael 

Colloscuella said. 

“People say it was the 
strongest typhoon they had 
ever seen. There were many 


areas in Bacolod where the 
floods were up to the necks 
of people,” he said. 

Bacolod, a city of 400,000 
people, was still without 
power Monday. 

The local newspaper 
Visayan Daily Star, which 
usually puts out 20 pages, 
appeared Monday with only 
four pages because its print- 
ing equipment was flooded. 

“We had to use our hair 
dryers to blow on tbe equip- 
ment and keep them dry so 
we can have an issne 
today,” one woman staffer 
said. 

President Fidel Ramos has 
placed tiie region under a 
state of calamity, an admin- 
istrative measure to enable 
tbe government to release 
fends to rebuild tbe area. 


Top reformer banned from poll sees kremlin intrigue 


MOSCOW (R) — The head The 43-year-old econo- 
of a big reformist party mist said hardliners in Mr. 
barred from taking part in , Yeltsm's.carap. r whom . , he. 
Russia’s generaT election ;di(j hot ‘name, had ' taken 
said Monday that Kremlin : advantage. of-ihe .president’s - 
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hawks in President Boris 
Yeltsin’s camp were trying 
to sabotage his challenge 
for the presidency. 

The Central Electoral 
Commission ruled at the 
weekend that Grigory 
Yavlinsky’s Yabloko group- 
ing could not contest the 
Dec. 17 polls for the State 
Duma lower house of par- 
liament 

It said Yabloko had violat- 
ed the rules by dropping at 
least six candidates from its 
election list against their 
wishes and it rejected 
Yabloko’s application for 
registration. 

But Mr. Yavlinsky, who 
has dismissed this ruling as 
arbitrary, said tbe real aim 
of tbe move was to beat off 
his strong challenge for tbe 
presidency. Elections for 
bead of state are scheduled 
to take place in June next 
year. 

“This is tbe beginning of 
the preparations for 'the 
presidential election. This is 
a first step,” Me Yavlinsky 
told Reuters by telephone. 


' sickness ter move against 
him. It is frequently 
assumed that the shadowy 
Alexander Korzhakov, who 
heads the president’s body- 
guard service, is part of this 
circle of influential advis- 
ers. 

Me Yeltsin was rushed to 
hospital last Thursday with 
a recurrence of a heart com- 
plaint and has not been seen 
publicly since, although 
aides say he remains in 
command. 

The 64-year-old president 
said before his illness that 
he wanted to bring Yabloko 
into a coalition of democra- 
tic forces to beat off the 
Communists at the 
December election. 

“Yabloko. .will be a very 
strong force it the presiden- 
tial election...those people 
who were hying to find a 
way out are taking into con- 
sideration tbe position of 
the president,” he said 
before leaving for a trip to 
France and the United 
States. 

Mr. Yavlinsky said be 


would appeal to the 
Supreme Court on Monday 
tq _ ,oyerturn , t the electoral 
commission ruling.' “I stm 

- haveA'opes,-he-said — 

Electoral Commission 
Chairman Nikolai Ryabov 
said Sunday that Yabloko 
had not complied with elec- 
toral law. “We understand 
the degree of our responsi- 
bility. We understand that a 
big electorate is lost but we 
must stand by the law ” he 
said. 

But the ruling provoked a 
political steam with — 
unusual for Russian politics 

— both democrats and con- 
servatives denouncing tbe 
ban on Yabloko, their poten- 
tial rival 

“The election w SI turn 
into a farce if one of tbe 
most influential democratic 
movements is barred from 
it,” leading reformer Yegor 
Gaidar told NTV’s Itogi 
current affairs programme 
Sunday. 

“We will not take part in 
this force,” be added, hint- 
ing at a possible boycott of 
fee elections. 

■ Outspoken retired General 
Alexander Lebed, standing 
for tbe conservative 
Congress of Russian 


Communities, told NTV a 
problem with six candidates 
cquld not be used to ban a 
party, which had coDected 
-nearly, a million of signa- 
tures in its support. 

“Having registered the 
Party of Beer Lovers and 
banned Yabloko, the com- 
mission showed it is more 
concerned about having a 
pub in the Duma than about 
having people’s representa- 
tives,” he said. 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin said Monday 
that Russian democracy 
would suffer from tbe ruling 
by the Central Electoral 
Commission to bar the party 
of Mr. Yavlinsky from the 
December parliamentary 
poll. 

“This decision was, at tbe 
least, ill-considered and 
harmful, not only -for the 
election campaign, but also 
for democracy in tins coun- 
try,” Interfox News Agency 
quoted Mr. Chernomyrdin 
as saying. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin, whose 
centrist electoral Woe Our 
Home Is Russia has already 
been registered for the Dec. 
17 election, said be hoped 
Yabloko could still take part 
in the polls. 
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S. Africa rightists condemn planned arrest of general 




a* F < 




JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africa’s white conser- 
vatives accused the black- 
led government Monday of 
a witchhunt in the planned 
arrests of a former defence 
minister and 10 senior offi- 
cers over hit-squad killings 
in 19S7. 

“This could lead to a 
national crisis, we are wor- 
ried at the timin g. We 
believe there is a political 
motive behind the action,” 
said Hip Buys, chief secre- 
tary of the rightist Freedom 
FronL 

“We have got a problem 
with it, it looks like a witch- 
hunt,” Mr. Buys told 
Reuters. 

Safety and Security 
Minister Sydney Mufamacfi 
said Sunday night that for- 
mer Defence • Minister 
General Magnus Malan and 
other senior officers 
■' ihn-*' ! “ l11 r N 1 "*? would be arrested when 
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legkmal Court Thursday. 

Those named included 
Gen. Malan, former defence 
force chief General Jannie 
Geldenhuys, former army 
chief Kat Liebenberg, for- 
mer military intelligence 
director Heme Groenewald 
and other top military and 


intelligence officers who 
had risen during the 
apartheid era. 

Mr. Mufomadi said they 
would be charged with the 
3987 killings of 13 people 
in tbe Zulu heartland .of 
Kwazulu-NataL He said 
their indictments also relat- 
ed to their alleged roles in 
establishing a paramilitary 
force for the Zulu-based 
Inkatba Freedom Party — 
allegedly responsible for tbe 
massacre. 

Me Malan, also a former 
defence force chief, was 
defence minister from 1980 
until demoted in 1991 to the 
water and forestry portfolio 
after anti-apartheid groups 
demanded bis resignation 
over his hawkish g*ann». in 
dealing with black township 
unrest 

In 1990 be admitted (be 
existence of a shadowy anti- 
goemQa unit dreaded by 
black activists, but he 
denied ever ordering its 
members to kill He retired 
in 1993. 

He told Johannesburg’s 
Citizen newspaper in an . 
interview published 

Monday that the action 
against him and the other 
officers demonstrated a 


“political motive and expe- 
diency”. 

“South Africans will have 
to judge now to what extent 
this action will turn out to 
be a blow to national recon- 
ciliation,” Gen. Malan said. 

The move came only three 
days before South Africa's 
first all-race local govern- 
ment elections. 

Deputy President F.W. De 
Klerk, South Africa’s last 
white leader who banded 
power to Nelson Mandela 
after elections last year, said 
he was shocked by the 
impending arrests. He was 
expected to meet Mr. 
Mandela to discuss the situ- 
ation. 

Most of the men named 
had been “indispensable in 
tbe process of the birth of 
the new Sooth Africa”, he 
said. 

Mr. De KJerk said there 
was an absolute right to 
amnesty for crimes commit- 
ted with a political motive 
before Dec. 6, 1993. 

Prosecuting former leaders 
and commanders widely 
respected in their communi- 
ties would exacerbate 

wounds that had only just 
started to heal, he said. 

Last week, the neo-Nazi 


Afrikaner Resistance 
Movement (AWB) said it 
could no longer guarantee 
peace in South Africa after 
Mr Mandela’s failure to 
extend the amnesty date. 

Ml Mandela earlier ruled 
out amnesty for right- 
wingers standing trial for 
bombings in the run-up to 
last year’s all-race polls. He 
announced his decision after 
meeting wives and lawyers 
of some of the 26 men 
accused of planting bombs 
in Johannesburg, nearby 
Germiston and Pretoria. 
Twenty-three people died in 
tbe bombings. 

Ml De Klerk said he 
feared a blow to reconcilia- 
tion. 

“I have to express my 
deepest concern, over this 
development which can 
obviously have for-reaching 
repercussions for national 
reconciliation," Mr. De 
Berk said. 

Over the past few years 
evidence has emerged of 
senior security force mem- 
bers’ involvement in hit- 
squad activities, including 
eliminating political oppo- 
nents and particularly those 
linked wife liberation move- 
ments. 
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Canada holds its breath as 
Quebec votes on independence 


MONTREAL (R) — 

Canada holds its breath 
Monday as the French- 
speaking province of 
Quebec decides whether to 
become an independent 
country. 

With tbe future of Canada 
at stake, up to five million 
people are eligible to vote in 
a referendum that pollsters 
say is too close to call 

The first votes was cast in 
the windswept Magdalen 
Islands in tbe Gulf of St 
Lawrence, where polls open 
at 9 am. est (1400 GMT). 
Voting began at 10 a m. hi 
tiie test of the province and 
was expected to end at 8 
p.m. (0100 GMT Tuesday). 

Weather forecasters pre- 
dicted a mix of sun and 
cloud across Quebec, 
Canada’s largest province, 
where a high voter turnout 
is expected. In a previous 
sovereignty referendum in 
1980, 85.6 per cent of eligi- 
ble voters cast ballots. 

The separatists were 
defeated by 60 to 40 per 
cent in that vote. 

Police in major Quebec 
cities put officers on alert in 
case of civil disturbances 
after a close outcome. 


Victory is considered 
within the grasp of the sep- 
aratists because of the 
charismatic leadership of 
their leader, Lucien 
Bouchard, who revived a 
faltering campaign just 
weeks ago. 

‘Tomorrow night a people 
will be bom,” Ml Bouchard 
told supporters Sunday. 

“We have a chance to win, 
my friends ” he said.' “We 
do not have a right to let this 
chance slip through our fin- 
gers — God knows when 
we’ll get the chance again." 

Tbe final opinion poll 
before the vote showed sep- 
aratists close to a majority. 
A Leger Leger survey put 
their support at 46.8 per 
cent among decided voters, 
a five percentage point lead. 

But pollsters consider the 
race a dead heat, because 
many of the 10 per cent of 
undecided voters are 
expected to step back at the 
last minute from indepen- 
dence. 

Quebec separatist Premier 
Jacques Parizeau says be 
needs only 50 per cent plus 
one vote to proceed with 
secession. 

Canadian Prime Minister 


Jean Chretien told a pro- 
unity rally Sunday he is 
convinced Quebec will 
choose to remain in the 128- 
year-old Canadian 

Federation. 

“Canada without Quebec 
is unthinkable and Quebec 
without Canada is unthink- 
able,” said Mr. Chretien, 
who is from the province 
and who has devoted his 32- 
year career to keeping it 
part of the world’s second 
largest country. 

Political analysts fear 
Quebec’s secession could 
nigger the disintegration of 
Canada. If Quebec sepa- 
rates, tiie four small Atlantic 
provinces would be cut 
adrift geographically from 
the rest of Canada. 

Alarmed Canadians 
across the country rallied 
last week to urge the 
province to reject sepa- 
ratism. On Friday, tens of 
thousands of people came to 
Montreal from around 
Canada for a huge pro-unity 
demonstration. 

Prayer vigils were 
planned around the rest of 
Canada during Monday's 
vote and bankers reported 
significant flows of curren- 


cy out of Quebec into 
neighbouring Ontario. 
Canada’s financial markets 
were jittery ahead of the 
result. 

Separatists said the con- 
cern by English-speaking 
Canada was too late. They 
are counting on support 
from a solid majority of 
French-speakers, who com- 
prise 82 per cent of tbe 
province's 7.3 million resi- 
dents. 

Voters will be asked if 
they favour a sovereign 
Quebec after an offer of 
economic and political part- 
nership is made to the rest 
of Canada. 

Mr. Chretien says Canada 
would reject a new partner- 
ship with Quebec and that a 
sovereignty vote is a one- 
way ticket. 

Even if Quebec votes for 
sovereignty, it is not certain 
the federal government will 
let it go, especially if the 
vote is close. Mr. Chretien 
has not ruled out holding a 
federally sponsored referen- 
dum with a more direct 
question on separation, or 
legal challenges to the vote. 


Karachi 
shuts 
down on 
second day 
of MQM 
strike 

KARACHI. Pakistan (R) 
— Karachi streets were 
virtually deserted Monday 
as a strike called by the 
ethnic Mohajir National 
Movement (MQM) 
brought Pakistan’s com- 
mercial capital to a stand- 
still for a second day, wit- 
nesses said. 

Police and paramilitary 
Rangers patrolled troubled 
areas in armoured cars and 
gunfire echoed from sever- 
al parts of the city. 

Hospital sources said a 
man wounded when gun- 
men ambushed a police 
patrol Saturday died 
overnight Firemen said a 
taxi was set ablaze in dis- 
trict central Monday morn- 
ing. 

The MQM said Sunday it 
was prolonging the strike 
into Monday to mourn an 
activist alleged to have 
been killed while in tbe 
custody of paramilitary 
Rangers Saturday. 

Police said five people 
were killed on the first day 
of tbe strike, called to 
protest at tbe disappear- 
ance of a woman activist 
and alleged extra-judicial 
killings of MQM militants. 

The government denies 
security forces kill cap- 
tured MQM activists in 
' cold blood. 

Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto accused tbe MQM 
Sunday of committing 
“economic genocide" 
against Karachi’s estimated 
12 million people by dis- 
rupting tbeir lives with 
repeated strikes. 

Most shops, businesses 
and schools stayed shut 
Monday and dealers said 
there was no trading at tbe 
Karachi Stock Exchange or 
in tbe Foreign Exchange 
Market for a second day. 

“We have decided to 
keep the market closed 
because very few brokers 
have arrived,” an official at 
the Karachi Bourse said. 

Pakistan’s main financi al 
and commercial markets, 
yet to reopen after the 
Friday-Saturday weekend, 
have been unable to 
respond to Saturday’s 
seven per cent rupee deval- 
uation. 

More than 1,650 people, 
about one-tenth of them 
policemen, have died in 
ethnic and sectarian unrest 
in Karachi so far this yean 
The toll compares with 
about 800 dead in 1994. 

The MQM represents 
Karachi’s majority Moha- 
jirs — Urdu-speaking 
Muslims wbo migrated to 
Pakistan from India. 


Tanzania’s multi-party polls go wrong 


DAR ES SALAAM (R) — 
Organisers of Tanzania’s 
first multi-party elections 
held crisis talks Monday 
after voting went badly 
wrong and confusion 
reigned in pans of tbe huge 
East African country. 

The extent of the confu- 
sion was undear even to the 
National Electoral 

Commission (NEC), and 
tbe ruling party joined the 
opposition in complaining 
about slipshod preparations. 

NEC Chairman Lewis 
Makame met senior aides 
late Sunday and into the 
eariy hours of Monday. Od 
Monday morning Mr. 
Makame started another 
round of talks to try to clear 
tbe confusion. 

NEC spokeswoman 
Mwajuma Mponji told 
Reuters that voting 
remained suspended in the 
commercial capital of Dar 
Es Salaam and the commis- 
sion would issue a clarify- 
ing statement later. 

Ms. Mponji and other 
NEC officials were unable 
to say where poll difficul- 
ties bad occurred else- 
where. 

Newspapers reported 
Monday that polling went 


smoothly in some parts of 
Tanzania but the overall 
picture was hard to estab- 
lish because of Tanzania’s 
poor communications. 

“There is serious confu- 
sion. No one knows the 
problems regional officials 
bad. Only Dar Es Salaam 
problems are clear and that 
is why polling stands sus- 
pended,” one election offi- 
cial said. 

One of Mr. Makame’s 
options was to order a sec- 
ond day of voting Monday 
in areas where election offi- 
cials. ballot boxes and other 
electoral material arrived 
late Sunday or not at all. 

Tbe disarray maned a his- 
toric poll in which the issue 
was whether the ruling 
Chama Cha Mapinduzi 
(COM) party would be able 
to survive a real challenge 
after 30 years in sole com- 
mand. 

Unknown numbers of tbe 
nine-million electorate were 
unable to vote Sunday, 
either for the CCM or 12 
opposition parties led by 
Augustine Mrema’s NCCR- 
MageuzL 

The CCM denied opposi- 
tion claims that it planned 
the chaos. 


“CCM states categorically 
that it has no reason or 
desire to want to interfere in 
the electoral process in any 
way,” the ruling party said 
in a statement Sunday. 

A coordinating committee 
of eight opposition parties, 
including NCCR-Mageuzi, 
condemned the confusion. 
“We have noted so many 
irregulhrities which amount 
to a situation where the 
election will not be free and 
fair,” Committee Chairman 
Evarist Maembe told 
reporters. . 

The Electoral Commis- 
sion also had problems with 
its army of officials man- 
ning 40,000 polling stations 
who were either unhappy 
with their allowances, rang- 
ing from $6 to $12 a day, or 
complained of late pay- 
ment. 

Returning officers and 
assistants in areas where 
voting went badly slept in 
their polling stations (o pro- 
tect ballot boxes. 

Foreign donors, led by 
Tanzania’s Scandinavian 
friends and former colonial 
power Britain, provided 
about $15 million to finance 
the elections. 
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Since 1919 AB Electrolux Stockholm, SWEDEN has been 
providing the world with quality products 
ranging from Household and Commercial Appliances 
to Outdoor and Industrial Products. 

With very large acquisitions integrated into a worldwide 
competitive group, Electrolux, among other destinctions; 
is the largest producer of Floor Care Products in ihe world 
is the world leader in the Absorption Refrigerators 
has the highest market share in Western Europe. 


Electrolux, with total commitment to excellence, 
presents Household Appliances that 
make life convenient, easier, and safer 
for millions of people around the world. 
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Ladder to summit 

ONE OF the major achievements of the ongoing 
MENA n summit is destined to be the decision to 
establish the Bank for Economic Cooperation 
and Development in the Middle East and North 
Africa. On the surface, the establishment of the 
bank would be an accomplishment, given the fact 
that some parties to the conference remain 
strongly opposed to it. Yet we wonder if this 
financial institution is not going to end up being a 
paper tiger anyway. Which country or countries, 
for example, are going to contribute capital to 
this h ank and by how much, who is going to 
benefit from its loans and how, are questions that 
haunt us and rightly so. 

As a matter of fact the proliferation of 
institutions to be created by the series of MENA 
summits causes us to stop and think whether 
there is actually a need for so many bodies with 
seemingly overlapping functions and mandates. 
Surely the establishment of three or four major 
bodies to translate the ideals and objectives of 
MENA I into realities will cost money, if only 
because the bureaucracies that will have to be 
created mil be a burden unto themselves. 

The lessons of the United Nations system with 
its mushrooming bureaucracies and proliferating 
organs should have dawned on all of those 
Interested in f ulfilling the dreams and aspirations 
inspired by peace in the region. There is there- 
fore room for streamlining the several institu- 
tions that are in the making. 

Furthermore, we cannot help bat ask how the 
economies of North Africa can be fully integrated 
or coordinated with those of the Middle East. 
True the two regions comprise most of the Arab 1 
Nation and share many common interests and i 
objectives. But the facts of the matter tell a story 
of two sets of states which enjoy certain com- 
monality of interests but diverge on others. 

Another major concern is about the unfinished 
business in the peace process. Certainly we have 
gone a long way to attain the final goals of 
regional peace in the wake of the treaties between 
Israel on the one hand and Egypt, Jordan and the 
PLO on the other. But there is still a long way to 
go before the Palestinian side could conclude a 
final peace accord with the Israelis. Syria and 
Lebanon are also still far away from catching up 
with the other Arab capitals. And Iraq continues 
to be exdnded from the peace process even 
though it has to be a mqjor player on the regional 
scale. 

These are important constraints facing the 
next MENA. They have to be tackled in a proper 
context, even though we have no ready formula 
to do just that. 

Over and above these economic shortcomings, 
we are concerned about the absence of any 
reference to pluralistic democracy and iftunaif 
rights in the proposed Amman Declaration. We 
in Jordan attach considerable importance to this 
dimension of development and view the enjoy- 
ment of functional democracy and respect for 
human rights as sine qua non for any real 
development be it on the domestic level or on 
regional scale. 

Overall, MENA seems to be going well, and we 
do wish it success. This country has worked hard 
to ensure its success, in fact, and that is why it 
deserves from us also attending to details. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

IT WAS strange to bear the Israeli authorities declare that 
any acts of reprisal on the part of the Islamic Jihad against 
Israel for the murder of the group's leader Fathi Shiqaqi in 
Malta would impede the process of Israeli army redeploy- 
ment in Palestine, a writer in A! Ra’i said Monday. Ibis is 
a tacit admission by the Jewish state that it was behind the 
assassination of Shiqaqi provoking Islamic Jihad into 
seeking revenge, said Mahmoud Rimawi. Instead of 
speeding up the redeployment of its troops and im- 
plementing the Oslo and Taba agreements in full, Israel is 
trying to find excuses for dishonouring the deal and going 
back on its commitments, charged the writer. Instead of 
creating the opportune climate for a peaceful implementa- 
tion of the agreements with the Palestinians, the Israelis are 
also pursuing their harsh policies against the people of 
.Palestine and threatening the Arabs with halting the 
redeployment process if any protests or reprisals are taken 
following Sbiqaqi’s murder. The writer said that Israel 
should realise that its state terrorism should end because 
this is the only way to defuse tension and end the conflict. 

IT IS too early to predict the outcome of the Amman 
economic summit but there are indications that Jordan will 
secure good benefits from it in the short and long terms, 
said Mohammad Daoud in A1 Dustonr. The writer noted 
that the participation of scores of business people from 
around the world serves as a testimony to the appropriate 
investment climate that the country can offer. The presence 
of the Gulf states representatives gives a clear sign of the 
improvement of the Kingdom’s ties with the Arab World. 
Most of the regional and the other national projects 
submitted to the summit will need several years to 
implement after approval, the writer said. Jordan ought to 
focus its attention for the time being on the small and 
medium size projects which yield immediate results and 
help solve the unemployment problem. To achieve this the 
country is in dire need of providing the necessary training 
for cadres who can manage these schemes. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Business, nationhood, fast trains and speedy goats 


THE MENA Economic Summit that ends today, like most 
other major political events in our Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) region, lends itself to either wild praise or 
snide contempt, with little in between. This is unfortunate, 
because the MENA summit is rich in material that can help 
the people of this region wean themselves away from the 
combination of wild public demagoguery or chronic private 
despair that have plagued most of our people for much of 
this century. It is worth examining what this impressive 
meeting really represents, and what it may portend for our 
future in this region, without succumbing to any of the 
leading current emotional temptations: the mindless flag- 
waving of indigenous Middle Eastern state apparatchniks, 
the wreckless greed of some modem global robber-barons, 
or the sad helplessness of the innocent bystander-citizen 
caught in between the two. A few thoughts: 

1. The idea that this meeting is only abour business, not 
about politics, is insulting to our intelligence. This meeting 
is totally about politics, nationhood, survival, credibility,, 
and even legitimacy; because in our world today the 
leading (maybe the only remaining) ideology is business, 
and the confidence and cash-flows of the global business 
community have become the most important sources of 
political validation and even legitimacy for many countries 
in the developing world. Those MENA countries that 
attract international capital investments and business part- 
nerships will probably improve tbeir stability and quality of 
nationhood over time; those that do not will slowly stew in 
the cauldron of Third World irrelevance. 

2. The states of the MENA region are experiencing 
major transformations, mainly in the form of economic 
liberalisation and structural adjustment, globalisation of 
trade, financial and information systems, and some liber- 
alisation of political systems. Here and throughout the 
world, such transformations have occurred hand-in-band 
with the growth of a large sub-class of poor and vulnerable 
people. Perhaps around one-fourth of the earth's popula- 
tion today bear their states proclaim improved macro- 
economic indicators, but experience lives defined by 
deteriorating social, political and security conditions. 

Our challenge is really rather simple, if we dare to grasp 
it: in our economic investment calculations, national 
planning strategies, and global partnership schemes, the 
public and private sectors together must elevate the quality 
of life of people from an incidental criterion of economic 
performance to a central value of national decision- 
making. 

Structural adjustment, private investment, regional 
cooperation, and global linkages are all desirable and even 
imperative for the MENA region, given our legacy of 
economic problems and distortions. I agree with the 
argument that adjustment hurts, but that doing nothing will 
hurt even more. I agree that we have to change and interact 
with the global economy in a more effective way. What I 
have yet to hear, though, from within my country- or from 
abroad, is a convincing presentation on how massive 
economic adjustment, foreign investment and domestic 
policy changes in our region will occur without aggravating 
already pronounced disparities between rich and poor. The 
fracturing of once coherent and socially integrated societies 
into divergent, angry and often violent factions of haves 
and have-nots is neither consistent with our heritage nor 
acceptable for our future generations. It is a calamity 
however you look at it, whether as an investor, 3n official 
or a citizen. 


About 90 per cent of the people in our region have a 
relatively low per capita income of around one thousand 
U.S. dollars, and all live in very fragile natural environ- 
ments. We have little margin for error or inattention. We 
must address more directly the known human and social 
consequences of large-scale privatisation, foreign invest- 
ment. and broad policy liberalisation and deregulation. 

3. A recently published report by the United Nations 
Research Institute for Social Development has a most 
telling title — States of Disarray: The social effects of 
globalisation. The report notes that the globalisation 
process — the spread of liberal democracy, economic 
liberalisation and privatisation, the dominance of market 
forces, global integration of markets and labour, the media 
and technology revolutions, and the global spread of 
consumerism — has resulted in some obvious positive 
trends; but it has also led to 3 series of equally, if not more, 
powerful negative trends, such as identity crises, crimina- 
lisation of societies, gangsterism, drug economies and 
cultures, ethnic conflicts, religious violence, strains on the 
family and other social institutions, unchecked power of 
transnational corporations, and other modem problems 
that we hear about in our daily news broadcasts. It is 
understandable and even acceptable that we should sud- 
denly promote private business as the predominant ideolo- 
gy of national rehabilitation and the new cult of regional 
salvation. It is unacceptable, however, that we should do so 
without simultaneously defining bow we plan to deal with 
the known and inevitable negative social consequences of 
our new road to redemption. Or do we ignore the poor and 
the soon-to-be-poor, because they can be controlled with 
guns, jails and other awkwardly trendy means of social 
engineering? 

4. It is the appropriate role of governments to come up 
with answers to these questions, or at least to provide the 
political environment and intellectual stimuli that would 
generate answers from the foil spectrum of society. The 
single most important element in addressing these issues is 
probably the participation of ordinary people in the 
decision-making processes that define their lives, in the 
social, economic or political fields. People who participate 
in setting their community and national goals and in 
working to reach them are willing to accept aspects of social 
modernisation and economic change that they might 
otherwise reject if these changes had been forced on them 
by their own government, private companies or foreign 
parties. This is particularly important for the participation 
of women in the national development process in our 
region — probably a key determinant of whether we grow- 
and improve, or stagnate and suffer. Participation and 
accountability are not luxuries reserved for a certain time 
or for select cultures. They are deep-rooted and universal 
human needs — passions of human consciousness that 
make our sacrifices easier to bear, our goals easier to 
achieve, and our coherence and stability easier to assure. 

5. Jordan is not only host to the MENA summit: it is also 
perhaps the best example of how attention to the human 
dimension of nation-building pays off in the long run. The 
political and intellectual liberalisation and the limited 
democratisation that we have experienced in Jordan at the 
local and national levels, combined with our strong family 
and tribal structures, explain why we have been able to 
make stringent and often painful economic adjustments 
since 1958 without suffering any significant political vio- 


lenre or social slrife. We have been lauded dun™ the 
MENA summit not because we arc a shining 
corporate efficiency, but because we are a shining example 
of political decision-making that has always paid primary 
attention to base human needs in the busmess of 
building. If wc lose our focus on the human aspect ot 
development, and instead emphasise corporate enirttno 
needs as the new criterion of our laws and our emotional 
landscape, then wc arc also likely to lose those specif 
humanistic qualities that have often differentiated us from 
other low-income countries in this or other regions of the 
developing world. That would t»c not only a *hnmc^but 
also probably a bad decision in the busmen of nationhood, 

6. The times demand that we change old ways that were 
successful for some decades, when we could attract 
sufficient foreign political and economic support. Those 
days are over. In today's new and more challenging times, 
we are required to forge realistic and mutually productive 
partnerships that can stimulate real economic growth and 
raise living standards, without totally savaging our tradi- 
tional cultural identities and strengths. This challenge can 
be met. It has been met bv others rn places like the Pacific 
rim and Europe. It requires more than laid-back govern- 
ments and hyper-in vesting corporations. It requires demo- 
cratic partnership among at least six key forces that must 
work together for national development and human 
well-being: the public and private sectors, non- 
governmental organisations, grassroots community efforts, 
bilateral donorsr and international organisations. 

7. None of this is new to us in the MENA region. A few 
kilometres east of the MENA summit conference venues is 
the Neolithic village of 'Ain Ghazat. a village nearly 10 
thousand years old. Its residents farmed grains and heidcd 
animals; they also traded obsidian stone with merchants as 
far away as Anatolia, and sea shells with merchants on the 
Gulf. Red Sea and Mediterranean coasts. Investment and 
trade run deep in our culture, mindset, landscape and 
history. 

The’ goals of the MENA Summit are constructive and 
necessary: economic revitalisation, regional cooperation, 
global interaction. At the same time, the lessons of history- 
are equally clear, and more compelling: economic coopera- 
tion, investment and trade are successful long-term en- 
deavours only when they arc satisfying to all their human 
practitioners, when they respect the micro-dignity of 
individual human beings as well as the macro-indicators of 
entire economic systems or the profit reports of private 
corporations. 

8. Is the concept of social, economic and political justice 
relevant in any way to anything we are talking about on this 
train? 

The MENA Economic Summit has been an important, 
impressive event. Jordan has hosted it with great efficiency 
and pride. Our ancestors in 'Ain Ghazal must be smiling on 
us from their graves — though in assessing the last 10 
thousand years of human history, from Neolithic ‘Ain 
Ghazal to Post-Modern Amman. ! suspect that they are 
probably focusing more on the importance of building 
humane and merciful communities than on catching speed- 
ing trains, or. in their days, very speedy goats. Their 
community lasted for around, oh. two thousand years. Not 
a bad performance for such a volatile region. But no 
surprise, I would suggest, because, after all. they knew 
their business. 


Human rights and MENA: Fill in the blanks 


By Joe Stork 

THE SUMMIT concluding 
today in Amman is meant to 
mark a new era of economic 
development and prosperity 
in the region — “Launching 
Tomorrow's Middle East 
Today" is how one of the 
many street banners across 
Amman’s main boulevards 
put iL 

The organisers have 
brought together an impres- 
sive number of business and 
political leaders, and the 
American delegation at least 
is claiming that “hundreds” 
of business and investment 
contacts have already 
occurred. It will take some 
time, though, before we can 
pronounce the summit a 
great success or a mediocre 
media event, just in terms of 
its own agenda. This will 
depend on what productive 
investments are actually 
made, and to what extent 
the benefits of those invest- 
ments are widely shared 

As Dr. Waleed Sa’di 
observed in this newspaper 
yesterday, there is a larger 
agenda we should consider 
as well, and that has to do 
with the dynamic relation- 
ship between economic, 
social and political develop- 
ment. The summit itself is 
manifestly a political event. 


though its formal agenda is 
unambiguously economic. 
It is time to say something 
about what the political 
agenda should lode like in 
the new era of economic 
privatisation and global 
integration. 

One of the summit themes 
that deserves particular 
emphasis in this regard is 
the presumption that the 
kinds of investments being 
called for require minimal 
standards of government 
transparency and rule of 
law. The summit agenda 
speaks of these elements as 
essential to removing obsta- 
cles to the free movement of 
capital and commodities, 
with an all-too-brief refer- 
ence to labour (i.e., people) 
as well. 

What needs to be stressed 
is the importance of these 
same principles of trans- 
parency and accountability 
to the political sphere as 
well. This is where we see a 
potentially strong and valu- 
able complementarity 
between the objectives of 
the conference and the 
broad-based movement for 
human and political rights 
that has developed in the 
region over the last decade 
and more. 

Traditionally the interna- 
tional human rights move- 


ment has addressed itself to 
governments and political 
leaders. This orientation 
will no doubt continue, 
since it is governments 
which are most immediately 
responsible for the obser- 
vance or non-observance of 
human rights. But corpora- 
tions also play influential 
roles in this area, for good 
and bad, and this role is 
likely to increase in the pre- 
sent era of privatisatioa 
The financial and manage- 
rial resources of the interna- 
tional business community 
cannot only foster economic 
development. Corporations 
are well-placed to influence 
the promotion of human 
rights fir$t of all in the 
workplace, but also beyond 
the workplace. They have a 
responsibility, first of all, to 
avoid complicity in govern- 
mental abuses of human 
rights. Secondly, they can 
and should themselves 
adopt non-discriminatory 
hiring practices, for exam- 
ple, and endorse universally 
recognised worker rights of 
freedom of association, 
assembly and expression. 
Senior management can use 
their access to high govern- 
ment officials to address 
general human rights con- 
cerns. Such policies and ini- 
tiatives are very much in the 


self-interest of investors. 
The success of commercial 
ventures is inextricably 
linked to governmental 
accountability, and this is 
also the cornerstone of 
human rights protection. 
By questioning abusive 
government policies gnd 
practices, which undermine 
entrepreneurial initiative as 
well as basic human rights, 
corporations can cultivate 
respect and crust in the com- 
munities where they oper- 
ate. 

Increased corporate pres- 
ence is therefore potentially 
very welcome in a region 
where respect for basic 
human and political rights 
has been conspicuous by its 
scarcity. To take just one 
example: Israeli restrictions 
on freedom of movement in 
the West Bank and Gaza, 
which continues today, rep- 
resents serious violations of 
human rights and at the 
same time profoundly stunt 
economic development. 
These restrictions have been 
justified on security 
grounds, but they are 
imposed indiscriminately 
without regard to individual 
guilt and without reasonable 
provision for appeal. 

Another example where 
government violations of 
basic rights directly inter- 


sect with economic devel- least the United States, give 
opnjent issues occurred last Up service to the importance 
October in Egypt, when of human rights and democ- 
goyenrawm security forces racv . bul here. t00 . there is 

killed four people and evidence that thev are 
injured scores of others m . 

attempting to end a peacefol P pored se pno - 

sit-in at a goveraient-run A “ P° ml «* 

textile factory in the indus- U.S. Vice-President A1 

trial town *of Kafr Al- Gore's strong endorsement 
Dawwar. Underlying work- last March of the Palestinian 
er grievances were com- National Authority’s estab- 
plaints about unfair labour lishmem of the same kind of 
practices used by the gover- secret state security courts 
ment to make state enter- tha t exist in virtually every 

EZZS&ttSS? other Middle Eastern coun- 
iy, more attractive to poten- _ „ . ... 

tial foreign buyers. tty as well- from military- 

Human rights are not a based regimes like Syria to 
luxury that can be post- “guided democracies" like 
poned until after “develop- Jordan, 
ment” occurs. On the con- The agenda for change is a 
trary, respect for baSac rights big one. The private sector 
can be and must be a key generally and international 
part of the development corporations in particular 
process There .s procures ^ t0 , impor _ 
little evidence that the van- i 

ous governments in the time to talk 

region recognise this. In ex phctdy about how to 
many countries, economic ensure thaf this influence 
liberalisation has been works for the general good, 
.divorced from political lib- for the freedom of people to 
eralisatioo. live without fear as well as 

The outside powers, not in prosperity. 

Joe Stork is a co-founder of the Middle East Research and 
Information Project (MERIP) and editor of MIDDLE EAST 
REPORT. In January he will begin working as the 
Advocacy Director for the Middle East division rtf. Human 
Rights Watch, in Washington. DC. He is currently visiting 
Amman and contributed this article to the Jordan Times. 


A resource and a bridge to the ^orid 



To the Editor: 


ON BEHALF of Arab Bank and its employees, I convey to 
you our congratulations on the 20th anniversary of the 
Jordan Times, which has been exerting tremendous efforts 
in its coverage of international, Arab and Jordanian news 
and views. We wish you every success in serving the Arab 
Nation in general and Jordan in particular. 

Abdul Majeed Shoraan, 
Chairman»Board of Directors, 
Arab Bank, 

Amman. 

MY BEST wishes to the Jordan Times on this happy 
anniversary. 

Dr, Mohammad Abu Oleim 
Minister of state and member 
of parliament, 

Amman. 


I CONGRATULATE you and your colleagues who work 
day and night to produce the Jordan Times. I express my 
pride in the great potential of your newspaper and its race 
with time to make available objective hews and analyses to 
your readers, which ultimately serve the interests of the 
nation and act as a bridge between the Jordanian press and 
international media. 

Dr. Umeisb Umeish, 

The Crown Prince’s Medical 
Advisor, 

Amman. 

YOUR DISTINGUISHED efforts and great dedication 
along with those of your colleagues have made the Jordan 
Times a source of pride for Jordan. They have enabled you 
to compete with international newspapers in terms of capa- 
bilities, credibility and objectivity. 

Dr. Hassan Join ’a Ham mad, 
Amman. 


I WOULD like to congratulate you on the 20th anniversary 1 
of the Jordan Times and to wish you success for the future, 
and journalism at its best. 

Manfred Haack, ! 

Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, I 

Amman. j 


WH T YOU have been able to accomplish over two 
decades is a product of leadership and perseverance on the 
part of your staff who have dedicated themselves to making 
the newspaper a source of pride for themselves and us. 

Suleiman Daradkeh, 

Al Balqa Commercial Offices, j 
Zarqa. 
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Jordan sees improved ties 

(Condoned from page 1) Jerusalem even though 


whether the Kingdom was 
competing with Egypt for a 
leading role in the area. 

“Jordan does not fight with 
others, it fights For winning 
the confidence of others,” 
Mr. Kabanti told the press 
conference. 

Mr. Musa was a ten quoted 
on Monday as saying that 
Egypt and Jordan were not 
competing for roles and that 
there is room for all. 

Mr. Kabanti said accusa- 
tions that Jordan was trying 
to play the roles of others in 
the region are made by those 
who attempt, “to monopolise 
the major roles in the region 
and attracts attention.” 

Asked to comment on re- 
ports that Jordan could be 
receiving 16 F-16 aircraft 
from the U.S., Mr. Kabanti 
said: “We wish that we can 
receive the planes and other 
military equipment so that we 
can consolidate the strength 
of the Jordan army and the 
country... peace needs those 
who can defend it.” 

Mr. Kabanti said in re- 
sponse to a question on 
whether former Iraqi Minis- 
ter of Industry, Hussein 
Kamel, who defected to the 
Kingdom in August, was 
going back to Baghdad that 
the Kingdom does not make 
decision for General Kamel. 

Mr. Kabanti reiterated the 
Jordanian position that the 
nature of Jordanian- 
Paiestinian relations will be 
decided only after the Palesti- 
nians are free to make -their 
own decison when they are 
allowed to exercise their 
rights on their homeland. 

Mr. Kabariti stressed that 
the MENA summit is an eco- 
nomic conference and is thus 
not a suitable forum for dis- 
cussing political issues such as 


Jerusalem even though poli- 
tical questions were raised in 
the opening day of the sum- 
mit. 

Mr. Kabariti expressed 
hope that the summit would 
be able to achieve its goals in 
revitalising the economies of 
tiie region but warned against 
expectations for immediate 
results. 

He said the summit was 
discussing various program- 
mes some of which are short 
term, some immediate term 
and some are long term that 
can benefit from the new 
environment of peace. 

“The (request by) many 
countries to host the summit 
(next year) reflect the in- 
terest in it and tiie success of 
the idea of the conference,” 
said Mr. Kabariti. But he said 
no final derision has been 
made yet on the venue of the 
conference. 

Both Egypt and Qatar 
have made bids for hosting 
the summit. 

Mr. Kabariti said there 
were different points of view 
on the proposed regional de- 
velopment bank, saying that 
he hoped discussions will 
allow for agreement on the 
nature and functions of the 
financial body that is needed 
for the coining era. 

Saudi Arabia and some 
European countries have 
opposed the establishment of 
the bank, which is supported 
by Jordan, Egypt. Israel, the 
Palestinians, the United 
States and Japan among 
others. 

The MENA summit will 
end today when the establish- 
ment of the bank is expected 
to be officially announced, 
along with a regional business 
council, a travel and tourism 
association and a permanent 
secretariat for the regional 
economic development work- 
ing group. 


Indian stands ready to 
help wherever possible 


‘Grid linkage beneficial 
and long-term advantage’ 
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EU extends assistance 
to help development 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — India, whose 
economy is booming after 
liberalisation moves adopted 
in the last few years, is watch- 
ing closely the developments 
in thy quest for regional eco- 
nomic cooperation and is en- 
couraging its private sector to 
step in whenever opportuni- 
ties arise, Indian Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs 
R.L. Bhatia said Monday. 

While direct financing by 
the government of India 
could pose difficulties, the 
country has a private sector 
which is capable of entering 
direct financing arrange- 
ments — “as they are doing 
now," said Mr. Bhatia, who 
led his country’s delegation 
to tiie Middle East North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
summit. 

Mr. Bhatia noted that the 
strength of India's political 
and economic ties with the 
MENA region predate the 
breakthroughs in tiie Arab- 
Israeli process which have 
now attracted strong interna- 
tional attention. 

“We have always sup- 
ported the Palestinian cause 
and also contributed to it 
whenever we could," the 
minister told the Jordan 
Times in an interview before 
he left Jordan after attending 
two days of MENA summit. 

India stands ready to help 
the peace process as well as 
the parallel effort for regional 
economic cooperation move 
forward and believes that 
“Syria and Lebanon cannot 
remain aloof for ever and will 
join the process” sooner or 
later, Mr. Bhatia said. 

“Economic cooperation 
and development is very im- 
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R.L. Bhatia 

portant for maintaining 
peace,” he added. 

In the context of economic 
cooperation on a state level, 
he said, “we have our finan- 
cial limitations, but we would 
do what we can from within 
our means,” including train- 
ing of personnel and provid- 
ing expertise. 

However, be added, India 
has a strong private sector, 
which, depending on the 
opportunities available, 
could raise its own financing 
without state intervention. 

The minister did not elabo- 
rate on contacts under way 
between the private sectors 
of the two countries but said 
there were many proposals 
and projects “in the offing." 

The minister described as 
impressive the international 
and regional participation in 
the MENA summit. 

An Indian trade and indus- 
try delegation which visited 
Jordan last month said that 
the Indian private sector was 
aiming at a trade volume of 
S500 million in the next three 
years as compared to $160 
million in 1994. 


By Cathy King 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Interconnection 
of the power grids of Jordan, 
Egypt, the Palestine National 
Authority (PNA) and Israel 
would proride greater effi-’ 
cientiy and cost effectiveness 
within the energy sector, a 
senior company executive 
said Monday. 

Energy sector efficiency 
and cost effectiveness is a 
priority for economic de- 
velopment, Asea Brown 
Boyeri (ABB) President and 
Chief Executive Percy Barne- 
rik told a press conference. 

Mr. Barnerik said the Mid- 
dle East and North Africa 
(MENA) region had one of 
the world’s highest urbanisa- 
tion rates and given that city 
dwellers consume 10 times 
more energy than rural com- 
munities, investment and 
“new avenues of ownership 
and financing” were critical 
for the energy sector. 

ABB is a Swedisb-Swiss 
power generation giant that 
currently operates in 20 coun- 
tries in the MENA region. 

In less than a decade, Mr. 
Barnerik warned, the de- 
mands on electricity supplies 
would be almost half as much 
again as they were now and 
without a “sufficient supply 
of electric power, indus- 
trialisation and economic de- 
velopment is held back.” 

“There is 115,000 mega 
watts (MW) in installed 
capacity and 46,000 MW. 
.more ... are needed in tiie 
next five to six years. That 
correspondents to invest- 
ments of almost $60 billion," 
he said. 

Mr. Barnerik equated the 
need of 46.000 MW to the 
need for an additional 65 


major power plants that 
would, in turn, necessitate 
local and foreign financing, in 
addition to the transfer of 
ownership to the private sec- 
tor. 

He pointed to the begin- 
nings of privatisation in Jor- 
dan’s and Egypt’s energy sec- 
tors as a step in the right 
direction. 

Privatisation of the Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEA) 
was decided upon early in 
1994 and the first phase, 
when all shares will be owned 
by the government, should be 
completed by the end of this 
year. 

Last April the JEA 
awarded a >145 million con- 
tract to ABB that will up- 
grade the Aqaba thermal 
power station, through tiie 
addition of two 130 MW 
steam-run generators. 

ABB will also install a 400 
kv circuit between Aqaba 
and Amman. This circuit, 
scheduled for completion in 
1997, is required to maintain 
the technical integrity of the 
interconnected power grid to 
be shared by Jordan and the 
three other regional parties. 

Mr. Barnerik predicted 
that in the next 10 years 35 to 
30 per cent of power plant 
investments in the MENA 
region would be made by the 
private sector. 

Private investment, be 
said, was not only one of the 
keys to economic develop- 
ment, but also a tool to ex- 
ploit the region’s strengths 
and combat its challenges. 

Mr. Barnerik said that in 
the field of infrastructure de- 
velopment, international in- 
itiatives and contributions 
would, in the future, be mar- 
ginal compared with the 
“hundreds of trillions of dol- 
lars required.” 


1 AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
European Union (EU) Mon- 
day lent its support to Middle 
East economic development 
at the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
summit with credit agree- 
ments worth 26 million Euro- 
pean currency units (about 
$34 million) between the 
European Investment Bank 
and the Arab Bank and 
Cairo-Amman Bank. 

Finances are available for 
new investments in industry, 
agro-industry and tourism 
and related services in Gaza 
and the West Bank. The 
scheme foresees finance in 
support of small and medium 
enterprises in the form of 
loans and equity participants 
managed by the Arab and 
Cairo-Amman banks. 

Finance for the loans, 
termed global loans, is from 
the EIB’s own resources, 
while risk capital is from EU 
budgetary resources man- 
aged by the ETB. Global 
loans are lines of credit ex- 
tended by the E1B to the 
intermediary financing in- 
stitutions, relying on the 
EIB’s borrowing power on 
.capital markets. 

The operation is stipulated 
under support agreement 
signed by Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat and EIB 
Vice President Ariane 
Obolensky on Oct. 27. 

Also on Monday, the PNA 
made a project presentation 
for economic development, 
with an emphasis on tourism. 

The Palestinian Develop- 
ment and Investment Cor- 
poration (PADICO) is seek- 
ing investment in a new entity 
it has set up — Jerusalem 
Tourism Investment Com- 
pany (JIT). JIT's capital is 
$25 million and PADICO 


accounting for 35 per cent of 
the capital. 

Haiti Abu Dayyeh, vice- 
president of the Near East 
Tourism Agency in Jeru- 
salem and presenter for tiie 
Palestinians, listed three re- 
gions “ripe for intensive tour- 
ism development.’' 

Gaza and Rafah alone, he 
said, could absorb 60 hotels 
or holiday villages with a 
total room capacity of 12,000. 
Investment required is appro- 
ximately $800 million for the 
super-structure _and another 
S120 million for infrastruc- 
ture. Projects in Gaza and 
Rafah could create 36,000 
jobs, he said, with an annual 
income of $1 billion in fore- 
ign. currency. 

The Palestinians have 
targetted the Dead Sea, 
Jencho and the Jordan Val- 
ley as year-round resort des- 
tinations to be combined with 
health and tourism. Large 
scale development will be re- 
quired in both basic physical 
infrastructure and new settle- 
ments and attendant services 
since the development of the 
area, with low population de- 
nsity, would likely see new 
population dusters. 

Mr. Abu Dayyeh said that 
approximately 15,000 rooms 
will be needed to meet de- 
mand for accommodation at 
religious sites, particularly 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem. 

Assuming parity between 
Israelis and Palestinians, the 
potential share of the Palesti- 
nian contribution would be 
approximately 8,000 rooms 
with an $800 million invest- 
ment, the creation of 24,000 
jobs -and a potential annual 
income of $750 million. He 
noted that the employment 
figure does not figure the 
potential income and em- 
ployment . 
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CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Jean Reno, 
Natalie Portman 
& Gaiy Oldman... In 

Leon 

“The Professional” 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA 


TEL- 699238 


PLAZA 


Nabila Obeid & Yousef Shaban 
...in 

Huda & His Excellency the 
Minister 
(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Weekend At Bernies 
Part II 

Shows : 1230. 330. 530, 630, 830, 1030 


CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 

Nabil & Hisham*© Theatre 
TEL: 625155 

CONCORD 11 1* 

On Deadly Ground 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6. 8:15. 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

Birds of the Parkness 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 3:30, 6. 8:15, 10:15 

■ MUSA HIJAZIN 
“ Sumaa" 
in 

HK Citizen 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 

Presents 

“Peace Oh Peace” 

in English every Saturday 
Show starts at 8:30 p.m. 
For reservation call 626155 
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Global investors say Arab markets 
must liberalise to attract foreigners 


By Suleiman A 1 Khalidi 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Arab stock ex- 
changes have to lift restric- 
tions and reform if they are 
serious about attracting ma- 
jor foreign capital, global in- 
vestors said Monday. 

Emerging market fund 
managers at the Middle East 
and North Africa Summit in 
Amman said regional equity 
markets were characterised 
by lack of depth, poor trans- 
parency. and liquidity shor- 
tage — with the exception of 
Israel — and still too ham- 
pered by government con- 
trols and restraints on foreign 
ownership. 

“Let’s not lose sight that 
Arab markets are not playing 
the scale of the role played in 
Asia and Latin 'America, they 
are small relative to the eco- 
nomies and not attracting 
foreign investment," said 
William Ryrie, vice chairman 


of U.K.-based Baring Hold- 
ing Company. 

Fund managers estimated 
that out of a total of S6S 
billion of capital floated into 
emerging markets in the peak 
year of 1993, only 0.3 per 
cent trickled to Arab mar- 
kets. The share in an esti- 
mated $25 billion so far this 
year is also insignificant. 

Mr. Ryrie said along with 
“obstacles caused by wars of 
the past, there have been 
obstacles created by too 
much government control, 
too much regulation.'’ 

Mahmoud Jarwani, execu- 
tive president of the Muscat 
Stock Exchange, while 
admitting short-comings of 
regional Arab markets, said 
recent legislation, including 
mutual funds and more steps 
towards widening foreign 
ownership, are making some 
markets more attractive to 
investors. 


He told Reuters that Arab 
stock markets would need 
time to catch up with interna- 
tional markets, with a lack of 
expertise and human skills 
hampering growth. 

“I cannot attain the pace of 
a stock market functioning 
for 150 years and my age is 
only five years... the differ- 
ence is a time gap,** he said. 

Mr. Jarwani said he hoped 
foreign ownership in the 
Omani market would rise in 
the next few years to 25 per 
cent of the market’s total 
capitalisation, from a current 
14 per cent. 

“We would have a big leap 
if we can reach 25 per cent in 
the next few years," he said. 

International investors also 
cite other reasons that have 
discouraged inflows of capital 
into Arab markets — includ- 
ing historical sentiment, lack 
of regulatory bodies and poor 
disclosure rules. 


Further structural econo- 
mic reforms that widen the 
role of the private secior. 
accelerate the pace of priva- 
tisation and liberalise capital 
markets are needed, along 
with international reports 
and creation of regulatory 
bodies, they added. 

But the region's potential 
was huge, bouyed by political 
stability in the wake of Mid- 
dle East peace, global inves- 
tors said. “The potential of a 
major inflow of capital from 
abroad is there with peace,” 
said Mr. Ryrie. 

Angus Blair of Barings 
Securities International said: 
“I do anticipate more foreign 
investment, but it is not going 
to be a large flow in the short 
term, but it will grow." 

Echoing sentiment of glob- 
al fund managers, he warned 
that “competition for capital 
is getting tougher, while the 
Arab market is still small." 


UAE banks boost capital by over $lb 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) 
banks bave boosted their 
capital by more than SI bil- 
lion over the past five years 
to comply with government 
instructions to meet interna- 
tional adequacy standards 
and stave off a fresh crisis, an 
official report said Monday. 

The shareholders equities 
of the 47 banks, covering 
capital and reserves, stood at 
20.38 billion dirhama (5.53 bil- 
lion) at the end of June 
compared with 15.35 billion 
dirhams ($4.18 billion) in 
June 1990, an increase of 
SI .37 billion, the central 
bank said. 

Around 600 million 
dirhams ($163 million) of the 
increase was made during the 
first half of 1995, the bank 
said in a study. 

Bankers said they expected 
the figure to further rise by 
the end of the year as more 
banks planned capital in- 


creases in line with central 
bank directives that all bank- 
ing units must have a paid-up 
capital of at least 40 million 
dirhams (S10.S9 million). 

The directives are part of 
reforms triggered by a deci- 
sion by the Bank for Interna- 
tional Settlement (BIS) set- 
ting a floor of eight per cent 
for capital adequacy for 
banks worldwide to ensure 
they have enough funds to 
face crisis. 

Banks with low adequacy, 
the ratio between sharehol- 
ders equities and assets, 
could face obstacles in getting 
loans from industrial nations. 

The UAE and other Arab 
states hope their bank re- 
forms would also persuade 
BIS's Basle Committee to 
drop them from a Third 
World classification as high- 
risk countries in lending acti- 
vities. 

“Most UAE banks now 
exceed the BIS’s adequacy 


timit after raising their capital 
of boosting their provisions. 
Other banks are in the pro- 
cess of exceeding rhat level." 
a UAE bank manager told 
AFP. 

The biggest capital in- 
crease in the UAE was made 
by the Dubai Islamic Bank, 
which doubled its base this 
year to 420 million dirhams 
(SI 14 million), becoming the 
biggest Islamic bank in the 
world. 

With their combined assets 
standing at nearly 175.5 bil- 
lion dirhams (S47.8 billion), 
at the end of June, the aver- 
age capita] adequacy of the 
UAE banks stood at 11.5 per 
cent, far higher than the BIS 
requirement. 

Capital rises in the UAE 
were also prompted by new 
central bank curbs on lending 
to avert a recurrence of a 
major bad debt crisis in mid- 
1980s. 

Extending loans is the 


main activity of UAE banks 
in the absence of other major 
invesrment opportunities in 
the region. 

With the rise in their capit- 
al. the banks were allowed to 
provide more credits. Central 
bank figures showed their 
credits surged to around 
71.7 billion dirhams (S19.53 
billion) by the end of June 
from 65.17 billion dirhams 
(S 17.75 billion) at the end of 
1994. 

Trade and construction 
sectors remained the main 
beneficiaries, receiving 
around 44.2 billion dirhams 
(SI 2 billion) of the total 
loans. 

The government was the 
second debtor, receiving 
nearly 14.3 billion dirhams 
(S3. 89 billion). It was fol- 
lowed by industry and min- 
ing. with loans of around 10 
billion dirhams (S2.72 bil- 
lion). 


Arab Gulf states to discuss 
mining projects next week 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Offi- 
cials and businessmen from 
six Arab Gulf states will meet 
in Saudi Arabia next week to 
discuss investment in their 
non-oil mining sector as part 
of plans to diversify- their 
economies and face growing 
domestic consumption, the 
official media reported Mon- 
day. 

The Nov. 7-8 conference in 
the Saudi Red Sea port of 
Jeddah is the first to be held 
by the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) since they 
launched a drive to expand 
their non-oil sector following 
a decline in crude prices. 

The Riyadh-GCC secretar- 
iat and the Saudi oil and 
mineral resources ministry 
are sponsoring the meeting.' 
which would attract a large 
number of officials and 
potential investors from the 
local private sector. 

“The conference will focus 


on available investment 
opportunities in the mining 
sector, including iron, cop- 
per. aluminium, gold, 
chrome, potassium, man- 
ganese and other ores.” the 
media quoted a GCC state- 
ment as saying. 

It said there were wide 
investment scopes in such a 
sector given the large mineral 
wealth in the region and 
cheap labour and energy. 

The non-oil mining sector 
in the GCC has remained 
largely untapped as the six 
members have concentrated 
on other industries in their 
campaign to reduce reliance 
on unpredictable oil export 
earnings. 

But some members have, 
exploited a handful of metals' 
associated with the construc- 
tion sector, one of the most 
profitable investment sectors 
in the GCC and the second 
biggest component of the 


gross domestic product 
(GDP). 

The absence of enough in- 
vestment has kept the mining 
sector at below one per cent 
of the GDP. with its value 
added standing at only S650 
million in 1994. according to 
the Gulf Organisation for In- 
dustrial Consulting. This 
compares with around 35 per 
cent for the oil industry. 

It also forced GCC coun- 
tries to rely on imports to 
face a steady growth in 
domestic demand due to an 
expansion in the industrial 
sector. 

GOIC figures showed 
GCC nations were importing 
more than 80 kinds of metal^ 
with a value of around SI. 4 
billion a year. They also im- 
port more than SI billion 
worth of manufactured met- 
als. 

In contrast with mining. 
GCC states — Saudi Arabia. 


Bahrain. Oman. Qatar. 
Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) — have 
pumped more than $40 bil- 
lion in other non-oil indus- 
tries. This boosted manufac- 
tured exports to nearly SIS 
billion in 1994 from less than 
S10 billion in 1988. 

"The conference in Jeddah 
is significant as it is the first of 
its kind in ihe region and 
comes at a time when mem- 
ber states are referming their 
economies and encouraging 
the private sector to lead the 
development process." an 
official at the GCC secretar- 
iat told AFP by telephone. 

“Several projects in the min- 
ing sector would be presented 
at the conference. They are 
in the form of joint public- 
private ventures." 


Italians show keenness for M.E. projects 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Special to ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Italian parti- 
cipation at the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
Economic Summit dosing to- 
day was marked by the pre- 
sence of top-level political 
and economic participants. 

The Italian company for 
hydrocarbons. ENI. which is 
also one of the sponsors of 
the MENA summit, has laun- 
ched the "Levsmte gas pro- 
ject." a SI. 5 billion-worth re- 
gional project which foresees 
the building of a "peace pipe- 
line" transporting natural gas 
from Port Said. In Egypt." to 
Haifa, in Israel, and sup- 
plying natural gas to Egypt, 
the Palestinian self-rule area 
and Jordan. 

The "Levante gas project" 
presented Monday by ENT in 
a workshop on energy' aims at 
transporting nanirafgas from 
Port Said. Egypt. ^Alexan- 
dria. Turkey, and. if im- 
plemented. would be com- 
pleted by the year 2003. 

The SI .5 billion worth re- 
gional project envisages three 
possible route options: A 
cross-country coastal pipeline 
from Egypt to Turkey passing 
through Lebanon and Syria, 
a coastal pipeline from Egypt 
to Haifa and an undersea 


pipeline from Haifa to Tur- 
key. or an undersea pipeline 
directly connecting Egypt to 
Turkey. 

“We are working on the 
assumption that Syria and 
Lebanon will sign a peace 
agreement with Israel, soon- 
er or later.” Luigi Meanti. 
president of ENI. told the 
Jordan Times. 

Talk in e about the "Red 
Sea-Dead Sea Canal pro- 
ject which aims at linking 
the two seas, restoring the 
natural level of the Dead Sea. 
generating energy and serv- 
ing desalination purposes, 
Mr. Meanti said this project 
is “strongly meaningful from 
a political” point of view." 
Italy has already contributed 
S3 million to a pre-feasibility 
study for this project, pan of 
the master plan for the de- 
velopment of the Jordan Rifr 
Valley, presented and discus- 
sed Monday morning at the 
Rova.1 Cuttural Centre 
(RCC). 

Olivetti Computers, also 
an Italian company, submit- 
ted a project for telecom- 
munication and multimedia 
training in the Middle East. 
According to Bruno Lambor- 
ghini, director for studies and 
strategies at Olivetti, the pro- 
ject aims at establishing a 
regional software industry 


and developing the use of 
advanced technologies in 
education, such as distance- 
teaming. , , . 

Mr. Lamborghini told the 
Jordan Times that the idea 
for this project was proposed 
by Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres during the 
World Economic Forum 
summit held in Davos last 
January. According to Mr. 
Lamborghini, during the 
Amman economic summit 
Olivetti established prelimin- 
ary contacts with Jordanian 
and Middle Eastern com- 
panies interested in the pro- 
ject. 

Following the participation 
of Italian Foreign Minister 
Susanna Agnelli at the 
MENA summir. a bilateral 
agreement between Jordan 
and Italy for the promotion 
and protection of investments 
will be signed in the next few 
days, according to Romualdo 
Be rani. Italian ambassador 
to Jordan. The two parties 
have already agreed upon 
most of the details. Mr. Betti- 
ni said without elaborating. 

Speaking at the plenary 
session held on the first day 
of the Amman economic 
summit and dealing with "the 
role of the international com- 
munity in supporting the eco- 


nomic undcrpmnmp of 
pcacc-buiMing,” Mrs. Agnelli 
expressed "Italy** apprecia- 
tion of Jordan’s .strong com- 
mitment to peace and dia- 
logue among the people of 
the Middle East 1 ' and stated 
that “Italy strongly supports 
the idea of creating a hank 
for the Middle Im 4 and 
North Africa.” 

The Italian foreign minis- 
ter also pointed (hat Italian 
governments "hare always 
offered dcciMve economic 
support to the Mediterranean 
countries hy devoting to the 

region a substantial share of 
their development .ud" In a 
brief meeting with journalists 
at Marqa airport, before 
leaving Jordan. Mi* Agnelli 
said: "There will be a hank. 
Some European countries are 
against, the L?.S. r* in favour, 
we arc in," Mrs. Agnelli also 
stressed the role of the inter- 
national private sector in 
strengthening and supporting 
the peace process. 

The Italian government de- 
legation to MENA summit >s 
headed by Mrs. Agnelli and 
Augusto Fantorzi. minister 
of finance, and includes 
director generals from the 
ministry of foreign affairs as 
well as the ministry of fi- 
nance. and high-ranking offi- 
cials. 


Rich-poor 
gap grows 
OECD 
study says 


PARIS (AFP) — The gap 
between the incomes of The 
rich and the poor grew in the 
19S0s. the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) re- 
ported in a study. 

It said the biggest increase 
in the income gap between 
rich and poor 'was in the 
United Kingdom, but several 
other countries also experi- 
enced such an increase — 
including the United States. 
Australia. Sweden and 
Japan. 

Some more recent data in- 
dicate that the trend con- 
tinued into the early part of 
this decade, it said] 

In the 19SGs. Scandinavia 
had the most equal distribu- 
tion of incomes among coun- 
tries studied, followed by 
Northern Europe. Southern 
Europe and Ireland, the 
Commonwealth Nations, and 
finally the United Slates. 

In the latter, the report 
noted, a person just making it 
into the highest 10 per cent of 
after-tax income in 1987 re- 
ceived 5.9 rimes more income 
than a person just falling into 
the 10 per cent with the 
lowest incomes. But the ratio 
in Finland for such persons in 
1987 was only 2.6. 

There was a parallel in- 
creasing inequality of earn- 
ings in most countries that 
the authors consider as due to 
the varying numbers of work- 
ing women, amount of self- 
employment and increased 
early retirement. 
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Dont Forget 
Hammurabi 
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.Wasfi AL- Tal Street 


Abu Taqa Bldg. 
Tel. 696098 
Fax. 69502: 


EVERY ONE KNOWS HAM- 
| MURABI THE FIRST LEG- 
f ISLATOR IN HISTORY. EVERY 
BODY IS TALKING ABOUT HAM- 
MURABI, 

THE NEWEST AND MOST IM- 
PORTANT ARTS, ANTIQUES 
AND GIFTS GALERY IN AMMAN. 

OIL & WATER PAINTINGS 
BY TOP ARAB ARTISTS 
EXQUISITE RARE & SE- 
LECTED ANTIQUE WORKS AND 
GIFTS VERY SPECIAL CERAM- 
ICS, GLASS, BRASS AND SIL- 
VER ARTISTIC MANUAL ARTS 
HANDI CRAFTS BY FAMOUS 
ARAB ARTISTS. 

IF YOU ARE SEARCHING FOR 
i THE PERFECT GIFT FOR SOME- 
1 ONE SPECIAL AT HOME, HAM- 
V MURABI HAS PLENTY TO OF- 
\-FER AT ACCEPTABS-E PRICES. 

NO i&SXf TO AftiMAK IS COM- 
Wri HOIJT VISITING HAM- 

feV - V/ VISITORS WRC0HED FHOM 25/1M5 UNTIL fflISS 
"V DAILY BETWEEN 8 AM- 3PM 

BETWEEN 4PM -10 PM / 

HAMMURABI IS TAUC OF THE TOWN / 


1 



Chemical industries employ 
over 4,000 workers 


A PRELIMINARY survey conducted by 
the Vocational Training Corporation shows 
that a large number of companies of various 
sizes was involved in the manufacturing of 
chemical products. The number of companies 
manufacturing paints was 40. employing 
approximately 700 workers. Companies 
manufacturing detergents numbered 71 and 
employed over 2,000 workcis. Those manu- 
facturing plastics were about 30 institutions 
employing nearly 1.500 workers. Most of the 
establishments in the three categories were 
located in Amman and Zarqa regions. A total 
of 177 institutions in various chemical indus- 
tries are located in Amman and 70 per cent of 
them are manufactures of paints, detergents 
and plastics (A! Dustour). 


UIC makes a big 
real estate profit 


-trie THE UNION Investment Corporation 
(UIC) made a JD 577,700 profit from selling a 
plot of land near A1 Youbeel for JD 1.86 
million. The purchase price was JD 1.28 
million. The proceeds were reinvested in 
buying 44 dunums of land at A1 Jizeh, near 
the airport. The corporation's chairman. Ra~ 
jai Salfiti said this step was taken within 
long-term strategic plans to invest in industrial 
fields (A! Aswaq). 


Company seeks investors 

☆☆ THE MANAGEMENT of the Jordan 
Precast Concrete Industry is contacting prom- 
inent investors to participate in restructuring 
the capital of the company through floating 
new shares for subscription. The company has 
fixed assets valued at JD 10 million while the 
total of debt and accumulated losses amounts 
to JD 4 million. The company was set up in 
1992 with, a JD4 million capital to manufac- 
ture elements of precast concrete and railroad 
tracks but the factory has stopped production 
jwo years ago (A1 Aswaq). 

Telephone charges to be raised 

•fr* ACCORDING TO Jamil Afrum, deputy 
director-general of the Telecommunications 
Corporation, charges for local, national and 
international telephone calls will be reconsi- 
dered. He said in a speech at the Philadelphia 
Rotary Club that charges on local and nation- 
al calls will be increased while the cost for 
international calls will be reduced (Al- 
Aswaq). 

Association registers one 
engineer every 5 hours 

** ACCORDING TO statistics released by 
the Association of engineers, new engineers 
are registering for the association’s mem- 
bership at a' rate of one engineer every five 
hours (AI Dustour). 
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We welcome all 

DELEGATES TO THE 

MENA Summit and 

ARE GLAD TO ANNOUNCE 
24 HOUR SERVICE FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS 
TRAVEL NEEDS 


Please call us at 641 959 from 8:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. 
AND AT 079-38828 FROM 6:00 P.M. ONWARDS. 
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Gulf Arabs keen to talk 
business with Israel 
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AMMAN (AFP) — Arab 
Gulf businessmen said Mon- 
day they were keen to talk to 
Israel in their hum for deals 
at the Amman economic 
summit. 

The private sector from the 
Gulf is one of the? best repre- 
sented among the 2.000 dele- 
gates attending the three-day 
forum, as the region explores 
ways of diversifying its oil- 
based economy. 

“Israel can't be left out of 
this. It is very advanced in a 
lot of fields, with a lot to 
offer.” said Najeeb Al Mulla. 
chairman of one of Kuwait's 
biggest companies Al Mulla. 

“Business is business, we 
will talk to anyone. We have 
to keep up with the times, 
things are changing so quick- 
ly in this region.” he said. 

“There has been huge Gulf 
interest in the Amman sum- 
mit." he added. Half of the 
700 Arab delegates are from 
the six Gulf monarchies, and 
Qatar has been pur forward 
as the possible venue of next 
year's summit. 

One of the summit talking 
points is a deal in the pipeline 
for the supply of natural gas 
from Qatar to Israel, via the 
U.S. energy group Enron. 

It would involve the supply 
of five million tonnes a year 
of gas to Enron, some of 
which could be sold on to 
India and some to Israel. 


Qatar has no diplomatic 
ties with Israel, but a Qatari 
energy ministry official told 
AFP Monday; “There has 
been progress made in the 
peace process so we have no 
objections to our gas going to 
Israel.** 

Away from the limelight, 
hundreds of Arab Gulf 
businessmen in Amman were 
saying the same thing. 

Abdul Aziz Salatt. of the 
Qatar Navigation Company, 
sat down Monday with Arab 
counterparts to discuss the 
proposed creation of a huge 
cargo-carrying fleet for the 
region, which would include 
Israel. 

Ttn hoping to meet more 
Arab and Israeli businessmen 
in the next two days.” Mr. 
Salatt said. 

“Some Gulf countries have 
said they are not ready to do 
business with Israel until a 
comprehensive peace is 
signed in the Middle East — 
but we don't have to do deals 
immediately. We can explore 
possibilities and be ready for 
the right time.” he pointed 
out. 

Israel is pleased at the 
headway it is making with 
Gulf states, even though the 
official links it confidently 
predicted would happen 
within weeks of the first Mid- 
dle East summit in Morocco 
last year have yet to material- 
ise. 


“Economic links with the 
Gulf are progressing much 
quicker than political ties.** 
Israeli Economy Minister 
Yossi Beilin told AFP. 

“Every day there are 
dozens of businessmen from 
these countries visiting Israel. 
Since Casablanca last year, 
contracts of hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars have been 
signed, even with business- 
men from countries which 
don't have diplomatic ties 
with Israel,** he said. 

Oman did not send a busi- 
ness delegation to Morocco 
last year, but has made sure 
its private sector is repre- 
sented this time round. 

Jamil Ibn Ali Sultan Al 
Lawati. head of the Omani 
Chamber of Commerce, said: 
“We are here ro talk to 
everyone. Why not? 

“There is still some 
psychological resistance to 
doing business with Israel, 
but practically we are placing 
no barriers to that.” 

He said Oman was also 
hoping to attract American 
and orher foreign investment 
for its consumer-based pro- 
jects at the conference. 

“We really want to im- 
prove our non-oil industry. 
We believe the potential mar- 
ker near us. such as Iran. 
Yemen. India and North 
Africa, is huge for us to 
export manufacturing pro- 
ducts." he said. 


Lebanese businessmen 
attend summit despite 
government boycott 


By Rana Sahbagh 

Reuter 


AMMAN — About 25 
Lebanese businessmen, keen 
not to miss out on potential 
investment opportunities in a 
post-peace Middle East, are 
attending Amman's econo- 
mic summit, boycotted by 
Beirut. 

“We are here... to see 
what is happening between 
Israel, the Palestinians, Jor- 
dan and other Arabs because 
the same thing wilt happen to 
us and to Syria when peace 
comes,*’ said a businessman, 
running a key trading con- 
glomerate. 

The Lebanese government 
says it is staying away from 
the Oct. 29-31 summit be- 
cause peace with Israel has 
not been achieved in four 
years of negotiations. 

Syria, a major power brok- 
er in Lebanon with 35,000 
troops stationed there, is also 
boycotting the summit, which 
it sees as futile in the absence 
of comprehensive Middle 
East peace. 

The attending Lebanese 
businessmen represent a wide 
range of sectors — from 
banks, insurance and invest- 
ment firms, to food, ceramics 


and irrigation companies. 
Even if many said their 


government’s political argu- 
sy felt 


ment was justified, they felt 
they would gain by attending 
the event, attracting over 
1,000 political leaders and 
businessmen from over 60 
countries, including Israel. 

Most Lebanese business- 
men who were interviewed in 
Amman, requested anonym- 
ity — to save potential 
headaches back home. 


Others insisted they were 
taking part in their capacity 
as holders of other nationali- 
ties or as representatives of 
multinational firms based 
around the world, with op- 
erations in the West Bank, 
Gaza, Jordan and other near- 
by states. 


“I am here as a Swiss, my 
base is in Geneva.” Edmon 
Baroudi, head of Greenfield 
Management, an industrial 
firm, told Reuters. 

“I believe the results of this 
summit will be very success- 
ful and to the benefit of the 
region because of its wide- 
base range of participation, ” 
he said. 


seeks in \ esfors Israelis, Palestinian square off over closures of territories 
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AMMAN (AP) — The 
Palestinians squared off with 
the Israelis Monday over clo- 
sures of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip which they charge 
are holding back economic 
progress. 

The exchange took place at 
a panel discussion among the 
main Middle East peace part- 
ners that was supposed - to 
answer the question “is the 
Middle East open for busi- 
ness?" 

The answer, according to 
PLO Planning Minister Nabil 
Shaath., is "not yet" for the 
two million Palestinians in 
the territories. 

Dr. Shaath told delegates 
to the Middle East and North' 
Africa Economic Summit 
that Israel continues to seal 


off the territories, keeping 
workers from their jobs in- 
side Israel and limiting 
Palestinian trade with Arab 
countries. 

Israel's deputy foreign 
minister. Yossi Beilin, coun- 
tered that the problem was 
not one of economics, but 
security. 

“Facing the continuation 
of terror, of course, that is 
the most important variable 
for us.*' Mr. Beilin said. “We 
don't have a better solution- 
knowing that it makes the 
lives of the Palestinians diffi- 
cult." 

After the panel, the two 
exchanged heated remarks in 
•the first public display of 
temper - at the three-day 
meeting, which began Sun- 


day. 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
had complained about the 
problem on Sunday- He said 
the Israelis had closed the 
territories for some 220 days 
in the 14 months since they 
were given autonomy, bar- 
ring thousands of workers 
from getting to their jobs. 

But Israeli rules also are 
making it hard for residents 
of the territories to deal with 
other Arabs, including 
Palestinians who live abroad. 

Dr. Shaath noted that 
Palestinian businssmen living 
in Jordan and other countries 
cannot get permits to get to 
the • territories . jq establish 
new companies. - - ' 

Palestinians are t still ban- 
ned from moving freely be- 


tween the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip through Israel, he 
said. 

And he charged that while 
some 2.000 Israeli trucks are 
allowed to enter the Gaza 
Strip daily, just seven can get 
in from Egypt, and then only 
after severe border checks. 

“We don't suffer only im- 
posed trade restrictions.*, but 
we have absolutely physical 
barriers to our movement.** 
Dr. Shaath complained. 

He called for “freeing our 
borders so that we can move 
in and out — labour, capital 
and products — which today 
are absolutely restrained and 


constrained physically by the 
s'- and sanctions it 


closure ana sanctions im- 
posed on us by our Israeli 
neighbour." 


Separately. Dr. Shaath 
told the Associated Press that 
the Palestinians were seeking 
a special fund of some S5UD 
million that would provide 
cheap loans to the territories. 

The idea of the fund was 
introduced Sunday by Mr. 
Arafat. 

Dr. Shaath said that the 
Palestinians need to develop 
basic services such as water 
distribution, transportation 
and communications and can- 
not do so at market interest 
rates. 

He called for a fund offer- 
ing low rates and extended 
repayment schedules. 

“That would eventually 
put us on a footing where we 
can give and take, not only 
take." Dr. Shaath said. 


Mideast summit 
hears call for 
vast investments 


By Jack Redden 
Reuter 


AMMAN — Middle Eastern 
countries appealed Monday 
for tens of billions of dollars 
to pay for vast development 
projects intended to refocus 
the region from war to peace. 

In a series of “country lun- 
ches" and formal presenta- 
tions on the second day of the 
Middle East and North Afri- 
ca Economic Summit, seven 
countries stretching from the 
Atlantic to the Gulf sought 
private or government invest- 
ment. 

The ambitious country 
proposals were led by a list 
compiled by Israel, which 
overlapped with some prop- 
osals by Jordan and the 


Palestinians, that toailed S25 
billion — four times the en- 
tire gross domestic product of 
Jordan. 

The Palestinians' proposed 
projects came in at $6 billion, 
ranging from a 5500,000 steel 
rod' factory to a $1.5 billion 
system to carry West Bank 
water to the Gaza Strip, 
where limited existing sup- 
plies are becoming in- 
creasingly saline. 

Jordan's “priority list" 
would cost $3.5 billion, while 
billions more were included 
in separate lists of private 
sector proposals and grand 
development schemes such 
as a capal to carry Red Sea 
water to replenish the Dead 
Sea. 

In addition. Morocco had a 


f 


list of S8-bil!ion in proposals. 
Bahrain and Qatar also com- 
piled long lists of projects 
worth billions of dollars. 
Qatar, sitting on vast natural 
as reserves, was promoting 
22 projects but the most 
talked-about deal was a much 
publicised but unsigned prop- 
osal to sell natural gas to 
Israel. 

"This is a step-by-step pro- 
cess, it is not going to happen 
overnight." U.S. Commerce 
Secretary Ron Brown said 
about the commercial de- 
velopment. 

But he said some 1,000 
businessmen attending 
showed the desire to invest': 
"It is something that could 
not have happened a few 
short years ago." 
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CHANGE i -0.06 i 


GRAND TOTAL 


225088 


416822 INDEX number: 158.24 
CHANCE I -0.12* 
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GSE 


GSE Lining Technology GmbH 


HDPE Geomembranes 

for 

Corrosion Protection Ground Water Protection 

Structural Sealing Hydraulic Construction 
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Dear Friend, 

Around tike world, demand for innovative, quality, environmental liners exhibits rapid change. 

The ever expanding needs of customers and engineers have ultimately resulted in the creation of Gundie/SLT 
Environmental, Inc. (GSE™), formed by the merger of the two leading liner companies Gundie Environmental Systems 
and SLT Environmental. This merger will resit in significant benefits to you, specifically in the areas of customer service, 
product offerings, worldwide facilities and installation experience. From landfill liners to mining leach pads to 
secondary containment to floating covers and vertical membrane curtain walls; one company offers you the most 
extensive experience and technological expertise in the industry. 

GSE provides yon with the most geomembrane options available. We can provide sheeting from three manufacturing 
facilities, and have offices and agents aronnd the globe. Together, Gnndle and SLT offer over 30 years of global 
installation experience and a long history of industry firsts. 

GSE is peipared to continue serving your needs with the widest range of geosynthetic products and services available 
in the industry. We are excited about the new products and services which we will soon be offering to help solve your 

most complex lining applications. 

There is now onlyone name you need to know for all of your lining needs - GSE. 

Our commitment to you is to provide the highest quality products and services available anywhere in the world to help 

Sfrxrefy, "f? - // solve your lining needs. Call ns today to learn more about the new GSE. 

BOlBdd 

President & CEO 


GSE Lining Technology, GmbH 
Buxtehuder Strasse 112 
D-21073 Hamburg 
Germany 
49-10-767-120 


19103 Gundie Road 
Houston, Texas 77073 
800-435-2008 
713-443-8564 
Fax:713-875-6010 


GSE MIDDLE EAST -k 

P.O.Box 20699 
Amman -Jordan 

Telfcuf : 962-6-628275 / 962-6-61 9435 
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News 



.S. pledges to lift 



-Israel logjam 


Christopher meets Assad in Damascus, says 
before leaving both sides committed to peace 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
The United States is deter- 
mined to help Syria and 
Israel overcome the stale- 
mate in their peace talks. 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher said after 
talks here Monday with Pres- 
ident Hafez A1 Assad. 

Mr. Christopher, who met 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres at the Amman 
economic conference on Sun- 
day, held almost three hours 
of talks with the veteran Sy- 
rian leader before returning 
to Washington. 

Middle East coordinator 
Dennis Ross stayed behind 
and was to return to Amman 
later Monday on his way to 
brief officials in Israel, a 
senior U.S. administration 
officials said. 

“The talks have confirmed 
in my mind the seriousness of 
both’ parties to seek peace." 
said Mr. Christopher who has 
been pressing for direct talks 
between Syria and Israel. 

The secretary referred to 
“important differences” 
which needed U.S. mediation 
and vowed that Washington 
would stick to its role of 
honest-broker to iron out the- 
problems. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Sharaa, who 
attended the talks, said his 
country was “still committed 
to peace but this peace must 
be comprehensive, just and 
based on U.N. resolutions” 
setting the principle of land 
for peace. 

“The American mediator 
will keep in touch with both 
sides in order to bridge the 
gaps,” Mr. Sharaa said, 
blaming Israel for their fai- 
lure to make any tangible 
progress since negotiations 
were launched in October 


France seeks 

German’s 

extradition 


PARIS (.AFP) — France on 
Monday requested the ex- 
tradition from Italy of a Ger- 
man woman suspected of in- 
volvement in a 1982 car- 
bombing for which “Carlos 
the Jackal” has been in- 
dicted. Margot Christa 
Froehlich, 53, a one-time 
member of Germany's Red 
Army Faction, was arrested 
in Rome on Saturday. She is 
wanted in France on suspi- 
cion of having rented an Opel 
Kadett which blew up in rue 
Marbeuf near the Charaps- 
Elysees in front of the offices 
of the Arab weekly A1 Watan 
A1 Arabi, killing one person 
and wounding 63. 


Kuwaiti, Saudi 
Headers meet 


DUBAI (R) — The Kuwaiti 
emir. Sheikh Jaber Ai 
Ahmad Ai Sabah, arrived on 
Monday in Saudi Arabia for 
talks with King Fahd on Gulf 
Arab ties and growing re- 
gional calls for post-Guif war 
reconciliation. Arab diplo- 


mats in the kingdom said' 
Sheikh Jaber and King Fahd 


Sheikh Jaber and King Fahd 
were to discuss their common 
policy towards Iraq ahead of 
the annual Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) summit to be 
held in Oman this year. 


France not to 
contribute to bank 


PARIS (R) — France said on 
Monday it would not commit 
funds to a new Middle East 
development bank, whose 
main backer is the United 
States. “France will not par- 
ticipate to the initial stage of 
constituting this bank's capit- 
al,” foreign ministry spokes- 
man Jacques Rummelhardt 
told reporters. He said 
France believed that such a 
bank was not the appropriate 
way to meet the region's 
needs because it has a “com- 
mercial and non-concessional 
character." 


Egypt asks for 

Libyan 

compensation 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
urged Tripoli on Monday to 
give either work contracts or 
financial compensation to its 
citizens facing expulsion from 
Libya for working there with- 
out permits, the official news 
service MENA said. Egyp- 
tian officials presented their 
request to their Libyan coun- 
terparts on a joint commis- 
sion set up to deal with the 
expatriate workers, which en- 
ded two days of meetings on 
Monday, MENA said. 


1991. 

A senior U.S. administra- 
tion official said discussions 
centred on "an early warning 
system, transparency, zones 
of separation and limited de- 
ployment zones.” 

“We have a lot of work to 
do,” he admitted. 

The United States has been 
pressing for a resumption of 
Syrian-Israeli military talks 
which ground to a halt in 
June when both sides failed 
to agree on security arrange- 
ments for the Golan Heights. 

Israel wants to place early 
warning stations on the 
strategic plate which it cap- 
tured in 1967 and “annexed" 
in 1981 in the event of a 
withdrawal. But Syria has re- 
jected the idea, pressing in- 
stead for satellite surveill- 


U.S. mediation hoping 
Washington can pressure 
Israel to agree to an uncon- 
ditional withdrawal from the 
Golan. 

Israeli newspapers said 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin had asked the United 
States to put the Israel-Syria 
peace talks on the back bur- 
ner for a few months because 
of lack of popular support in 
Israel for “concessions." 


ance. 

Syria and Israel have 
traded blame for the dead- 
lock, guerrillas in South 
Lebanon who in early Octo- 
ber killed nine Israeli soldiers 
sent out negative signals on 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess. 

Syria’s official press, mean- 
while, blasted last week's 
U.S. Congress vote to trans- 
fer the American embassy 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem 
as a move which could des- 
troy the peace process. 

“Syria's seriousness about 
peace is beyond any doubt.” 
said the government daily 
Tishrin, squarely blaming 
Israel for “continuously 
damaging peace efforts." 

The English-language 
newspaper Syria Times said 
Damascus “continues to pin 
hopes on the credibility of’ 
the United States, despite the 
criticism of the U.S. Con- 
gress vote. 

Syria prefers to bank on 


The Maariv daily reported 
Monday that Mr. Rabin has 
told Mr. Christopher he 
needed time to get the 1996 
state budget approved by 
parliament by the end of the 
year. The first reading of the 
budget bill was Monday. 

The Davar daily said Mr. 
Rabin was asking for an even 
longer lull, until April, poss- 
ibly because he did not want 
to be seen giving back parts 
of the Golan Heights at a 
time when he is seeking 
reelection. Israel's elections 
are scheduled for November 
1996. 


An immediate concern for 
Mr. Rabin is the passage of 
the budget. 

Mr. Rabin apparently 
feared that if there was prog- 
ress now in the Israel-Syria 
negotiations, two hawkish 
members of Mr. Rabin’s rul- 
ing Labour Party might vote 
against the budget bill. 

The vote on the budget is 
also a vote of confidence in 
the government. If Mr. 
Rabin would still have a 61- 
59 majority in parliament 
even if the two Labour hawks 
vote “no" on the budget. 
However, this would open 
Mr. Rabin up to blackmail 
attempts by other legislators 
seeking more funding for 
groups they represent. 


Iraq urges Ghali to 
help lift flight ban 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq has called for the United 
Nations to help lift the “no- 
fly" zone imposed by Gulf 
war allies on the south of the 
country since 1992. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz sent messages to 
U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali as well as the 
five permanent members of 
the Security Council, the offi- 
cial news agency INA re- 
ported. . 

The _ U.N. chief should 
“use his influence and pre- 
rogatives to make Britain, 
France and the United States 
lift the ban on (Iraqi) flights 
over the south imposed be- 
cause of the chaotic situation 
there at the time," Mr. Aziz 
wrote. 

He blamed the chaos on 
infiltrators from a neighbour- 
ing, country, referring to re- 
bels who use Iran as a base. 

“This pretext no longer ap- 


plies," argued Mr. Aziz, 
pointing to the official results 
of a referendum on Oct. 15 
that showed southern towns 
voting overwhelmingly for 
President Saddam Hussein. 

“Keeping this measure in 
place constitutes a serious 
violation of the sovereignty 
of Iraq.” he said. 

The United States, Britain 
and France imposed the no- 
fly zone on Aug. 27, 1992 as a 
means to protect the south- 
ern Shiites from the Iraqi 
army. 

A similar zone was set in 
the north as a security 
umbrella for Iraqi Kurds, in 
the wake of the Gulf war 
which evicted Iraq from 
Kuwait. The zones do not fail 
under U.N. resolutions. 

INA said allied planes 
based in Turkey and the Gulf 
had violated Iraqi airspace a 
total of 86,221 times since 
1991 up to Sept. 30. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

First floor, consists of three bedrooms, two 
bathrooms , two salons , utilities , telephone, 
garage and central heating. 

Location: Shmeisani, Abu Sufyan Street, 
behind Marriott Hotel , near Cipal Flower Shop 
and near ESCWA building . 

For information please call : 
663266 (Home) or 664599 ( office) 
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TURINO-A PASSION FOR FUN! 
HOSPITALITY WITHOUT FRONTIERS 


TURINO-TURINO J 
Restaurant has estab- s? 
lished itself within 
the city as the place 
to be seen. You will . 
find an informal wel- 
come any time of the ' 
day, from early 
lunch, through din- 
ner. With its sleek 
and arty decor, 
TURINO-TXJRINO 
Restaurant promises 
i you a wonderful 
encounter with die 
world of entertainment . 

I And, before you leave, 
ask Seif and Noefel to 
| sing you the latest 
from the Cannes film 
festival, or Ragbeb 
Alameh, or Wa'el 
Kfourij or your 
favourite Iraqi song: 
“Raheeb” 

Louder 
crowds: 



and Thursdays. 


and new 
Wednesdays 


At TURINO-TURINO j 
Restaurant, you can ! 
savour the familiar taste j 
of Western cuisine in a j 
friendly and delightful j 
environment. Their Mas- 
ter Chef outs twenty 
years of culinary experi- 
ence in preparing a rich j 
variety of dishes. They! 
have coined a new 1 
phrase at TORINO: The 
CHEERS Generation. 
T-Shirts are now avail- 
able with this logo, and 
your preferred photo! ! ! i 
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King meets 
_ ^ 

MENA leaders 


(Continued from page II 
establishment of good and 
genuine relations among the 
countries of the Middle East 
and North Africa and will 
' enhance the economic found- 
ation for peace.” 

The message, which was 
delivered by Russian Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev, ex- 
pressed the president's deep 
pride in the strong relations 
between Russia and Jordan 
land wished the King con- 
tinued health and the Jorda- 
nian people further progress 
and prosperity. 

After delivering the mes- 
sage. Mr. Kozyrev left for 
home saying that he was de- 
lighted over his meeting with 
the King whom he “deeply- 
respected for bis wisdom 
which projected Jordan's role 
in the world arena.” 



His Majesty King Hussein on Tuesday receives Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Mu>a (Petra photo* 


King Hussein also met with 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa, who conveyed to 
the King a verbal message 
from Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

In his message, the Egyp- 
tian president sent his greet- 
ings to the King and wishes of 


success for the summit. 

Discussion at the meeting 
focused on Jordanian- 
Egyptian relations with the 
two sides stressing the need 
for enhancing them. 

King Hussein and Mr. 
Musa also called for support- 
ing any joint Arab effort to 
serve the interests of the peo- 
ple's of the Middle East. 

King Hussein also met with 


Qatari Foreign Minister 
Hamad Ben Jassem Ai Tha- 
ni. who also conveyed the 
greetings of the Qatari emir. 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifah 
AI Thani, to the King and 
wishes of success for the sum- 
mit. 

King Hussein also received 
Tunisian Foreign Minister 
Habib Ben Yahya and discus- 
sed with him bilateral rela- 


tions and issues of common 
interest. 

Mr. Ben Yahya renewed 
an invitation for His Majesty 
to visit Tunisia. 

The King also received 
head of the mauritanian de- 
legation to the MENA sum- 
mit. Mohammad Wild Bu 
Bakr, and Ukrainian Deputy 
Minister for Economic Rela- 
tions Andre Divanovic. 


Israelis I Erakat: Palestinian election 


kill 3 in campaign will start Dec. 22 


Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN fAP) — 
Israeli troops killed three 
guerrillas in South Lebanon 
Monday, triggering heavy 
shelling’ by both sides as U.S. 
Secretary’ of State Warren* 
Christopher visited Damas- 
cus for peace talks. 

Security sources, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, 
said the fighting erupted after 
outposts" in "the Israeli- 
occupied sector along the 
border spotted guerrillas 
planting roadside bombs near 
the village of Beit Lcef on the 
edee of the so-called "secur- 


ity zone. 

’Hizbollah said in a state- 
ment its guerrillas foiled an 
attempt by an Israeli force to 
move out "of the enclave near 
Beil Leef. apparently on a 
reconnaissance or scarch- 
and-destroy mission. 

Israeli units and militiamen 
of the Israeli-backed South 
Lebanon Army fSLA) 
opened up with tank and 
machinegun fire on the raid- 
ers. while artillery blasted 
suspected infiltration trails 
near Beit Leef 3nd other 
Shiite villages near the zone, 
the sources reported. 

An SLA militiaman was 
wounded in the fighting, they 
said. 

Three others were woundd 
later in a guerrilla bomb 
ambush on an SLA patrol 
outside the village of Rashaf. 
near Beit Leef. the sources 
reported. 

Hizbollah fighters fired sal- 
voes of Karyusha rockets and 
mortar shells into the "secur- 
ity zone" while Israeli gun- 
ners pounded a string of vil- 
lages north of the Israeli- 
occupied enclave with Howit- 
zer barrages. 

The sources said by mid- 
afternoon. the two sides had 
fired an estimated 350 shells 
and rockets with no sign of a 
let-up. 

They said 40 Hizbollah 
rockets and morrar rounds hit 
the village of Debel. east of 
Beit Leef inside the zone. It 
was apparently selected be- 
cause it is the home of the 
SLA’s security chief. Akel 
Hash e m. 

There was no word of 
casualties from the shellfire. 

Officials of the U.N. 
peacekeeping force in South 
Lebanon reported that three 
shells exploded around the 
headquarters of the Irish 
battalion at Tibnin. two 
kilometres north of Beit 
Leef. causing some damage 
but no casualties. 

One U.N. officer, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, 
indicated the shells came 
from the Israelis, "who 're the 
only ones with 155-mm 
guns.” 

Neither Hizbollah or the 
Israelis acknowledged any 
casualties. 

The fighting erupted short- 
ly before Mr. Christopher ar- 
rived in Damascus on a three- 
hour visit seeking to revive 
deadlocked Israeii-Syrian 
peace talks. 

Syria is the main power in 
Lebanon and is influential 
with Hizbollah, which spear- 
heads the guerrilla campaign 
to drive the Israelis out of the 


security zone. 

They have occupied it since 
1985 as a buffer to protect 
their northern towns from 
guerrilla raids. 

Fighting usually escalates 
in South Lebanon, the last 
active warffont in the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, whenever Mr. 
Christopher attempts to 
mediate between Syria and 
Israel. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Campaigning 
in Palestinian general elec" 
rions will begin Dec. 28. and 
more than 1 .700 ballot boxes 
will be posted throughout the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, a 
Palestinian cabinet minister 
said Monday. 

Municipal Affairs Minister 
Saeb Erakat. in charge of 
organising the vote, said 
target dates for elections 
were Jan. 18 or Jan. 20. just 
before the start of the fasting 
month of Ramadan. 

Palestinians in the West 
Bank. Gaza Strip and Jeru- 
salem will have two votes, 
one for candidates for the 
82-member autonomy coun- 
cil that wifi administer the 
Palestinian self-rule areas, 
and one for president of the 
council. 

On Nov. S2. the Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
fPSA) will begin a house-to; 0 
house population survey^'icf _ 
get a clearer idea of the num- 
ber of eligible voters. Dr. 
Erakat said. He said Palesti- 


nian schools will be closed 
Nov. 12-22 so that 7.000 
teachers can help in carrying 
out the survey. 

On Dec. 17. candidates 
will be able to announce that 
they are in the running. Dr. 
Erakat said. 

Hundreds of international 
observers are to monitor the 
elections in line with the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) agree- 
ment signed on Sept. 28 in 
Washington. 

Under the agreement. 
Israeli troops are to pull out 
of most West Bank towns and 
villages by the end of the year 
to set the stage for holding 
the elections. 

On Monday, the PNA be- 
gan moving police vehicles 
from self-ruled Gaza over 
Israeli soil to the Jericho en- 
clave ahead of the widening 
of Palestinian rule in the 


(checkpoint to Israeli and 
going to Jericho in prepara- 
tion for West Bank redeploy- 
ment.” Major General Abdul 
Razak AI Majaydch told 
Reuters. 

Witnesses said about 15 of 
the jeeps bearing PNA num- 
ber plates and the markings 
of the national security and 
civil police had so far passed 
Israeli security checks and 
entered the Jewish state. 

Israel allowed the vehicles, 
each with only the driver, to 
leave Gaza even as it slapped 
restrictions on movement 
across the border in fear of 
aitacl s after the killing of the 
leader of the militant Islamic 
Jihad group in Malta on 
Thursday. 

Only " workers aged 35 
years and older were allowed 
to enter Israel from Gaza on 
Monday and all other Palesti- 
nian vehicles were barred. 


West . Bank, PLO, officers „ 
said:' T.T-V* ' 


Israel’s^ army . said. Palesti- 
nians from, the.: Wcsl Bank. 


"Sixty-five vehicles from 
the police and national secur- 
ity forces arc crossing Ercz 


including East Jerusalem, 
were forbidden from travell- 
ing to Gaz3. 


Israel to go ahead with new 
construction in Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel plans to 
begin building early next year 
a new Jewish neighbourhood 
for 6.500 families in Arab 
Jerusalem, its housing minis- 
ter said on Monday. 

The left-wing Peace Now 
group accused the govern- 
ment of "political stupidity” 
which it said could harm the 
Israel-Palestinian peace pro- 
cess. 

Housing Minister 
Binyamin Ben Eliezer said 
plans, announced several 
yers ago, to build the neigh- 
bourhood at Har Homa — a 
hill of pine forests near the 
village of Sur Bahir in East 
Jerusalem — were officially 
filed on Sunday. 


Interested parties have up 
to 60 days to present any 
objections to the interior 
ministry,’s Jerusalem district 
planning committee. 

“If everything goes well... 
I estimate we will begin con- 
struction sometime early next 
year,” Mr. Ben Eliezer told 
Israel Radio. 

“We are talking about a 
land expropriation process 
that has been under way for 
eight years. Eighty per cent 
of the land belonged to Jews 
and was purchased in the 
1940s,” he said. 

Palestinians dispute the fi- 
gure and say most of the land 
was Arab-owned. 

Last month, leftist mem- 
bers of Jerusalem’s city coun- 


cil called on Israel to recon- 
sider the plan to build the 
neighbourhood on the 1S4- 
■hectare plot, saying the pro- 
ject could cause a crisis with 
Arab peace partners. 

In May, Israel bowed to 
international pressure and 
froze an order to confiscate 
53 hectares of Palestinian- 
owned land in East Jerusalem 
intended for Jewish housing 
and a police station. 

“After (that) failed ex- 
propriation affair in Jeru- 
salem, only someone com- 
pletely removed from reality 
can believe it is possible to 
bdild massive projects like 
these without fatally wound- 
ing the peace process." Peace 
Now said in a statement. 
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ARAB ITALIAN WATER PROOFING 


INDUSTRIES CO, ( W.L.L ) 

ON THE OCCASION OF " MENA’ ECONOMIC SUMMIT 
IN AMMAN . ARAB ITALIAN WATER PROOFING 
INDUSTRIES CO. ( W.L.L ) . ( AIWIN J - IN CO-OPERATION 
WITH AN ITALIAN FIRM AND INVESTORS. ANNOUNCES 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW FACTORY FOR MANU- 
FACTURING MODIFIED BITUMEN MEMBRANES. BITU- 
MEN EMULSION AND PRIMERS, IN ACCORDANCE TO IN- 
TERNATIONAL STANDARDS . 

IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT THE PRODUCTION 
SHALL BE IN OPERATION AT THE END OF THIS YEAR . 
WITH A TOTAL CAPACITY UP TO 4.2 MILLIONS 
SQ/M OF MEMBRANE. FOR THE LOCAL AND 
SURROUNDING MARKETS . 


Gaza, 

W.Bank 


under 


partial 


siese 


OUCUPlHD JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Nr-'*cl res- 
tricted the movements of 
nc.irlv two million Palesti- 
nian* in the sell -ruled Gaza 
Strip and the occupied West 
Bank Mondnv. fearing 
attacks by the militant Isla- 
mic Jihad’ to avenge the kill- 
ing of its leadet . 

Israel Radio said height- 
ened security measures were 
in place at Israeli embassies 
abroad and at Jewish sites 
against .in Islamic Jihau 
strike outside ol Israel. 

In ,i later report . the radio 
said Israeli security forces 
had information that a 
suicide bomber intended a 
revenge attack in Israel - 

“From Monday... 4 a.tn. 
lU2Ui> GMT) those permitted 
entry from the Gaza Strip will 
be workers 35 years of age 
and older.” the army said in a 
statement. 

"There will be no permis- 
sion for residents of the West 
Bank and Jerusalem to go to 
Gaza. TTicrc will be no exit of 
vehicles from Gaza, but 
back-to-back transfers will go 
ahead as usual." 


Palestinian goods that must 
be transported from Gaza 
through Israel in the "back- 
to- hack” procedures ate 
driven to the border where 
they are loaded into trucks 
that will take them through 
the Jewish state. 

The army did not say when 
the restrictions would be 
lifted. 

Israeli newspapers said 
meanwhile the assassination 
of Islamic Jihad leader Fathi 
Shaqaqi in Malta was meticu- 
lously planned months ahead 
of- time and the gunmen 
apparently got away by sea. 


Israel is blamed by the 
militant group for Shaqaqi's 
death. 

Islamic Jihad, with the 
Damascus-based Shaqaqi at 
its helm, carried out a series 
of suicide bombings in Israel, 
including a January blast in 
which 21 people were killed. 

Several dozen Islamic 
Jihad supporters burned tyres 
and threw stones at Israeli 
troops in the West Bank 
towns of Hebron and Nablus. 
Soldiere fired tear-gas to try 
and disperse the crowds. 


At the West Bank’s Bir 
Zeit University, some 1.000 
students marched, holding 
banners that read. "Israel is 
evil" and "Hold your rifle 
and glorify violence." 

In the Gaza Strip, hun- 
dreds of Palestinians mar- 
ched towards an Israeli army 
post, shouted curses and dis- 
persed without incident. 

The Israeli dailies Maariv 
and Yediot Ahronot on Mon- 
day published detailed recon- 
structions of Shaqaqi's shoot- 
ing last Thursday in Malta. 

Shaqaqi had arrived from 
Libya and checked into the 
Diplomat hotel in a suburb of 
the capital Valeria, using a 
forged Libyan passport in the 
name of Ibrahim Shawesh. 

The normally bearded Sha- 
qaqi was clean-shaven and 
wore a wig at the time, 
Yediot said. From Malta, 
Shaqaqi had planned to catch 
a flight back home to Damas- 
cus. 


Around mid-morning, he 
left the hotel to do some 


shopping and bought some 
shirts for his children. W'hen 


the passenger sped away, in 
the direction of Valeria. The 


motorcycle was later found 
abandoned several hundreds 
metres from Ihe hotel. It was 
let under a bridge near a 
small yacht harbour, leading 
investigators to believe the 
assailants got onto a waiting 
boat. Maariv said. The keys 
were in the ignition and there 
were no fingerprints on the 
blue bike. 

Yediot said the motorcycle 
was bought in France and was 
several months ago. "This 
shows that the planning be- 
gan a long time ago," Yediot 
wrote. 

Israel has neither con- 
firmed nor denied that it 
played a role in Shaqaqi’s 
death. "Whoever killed Sha- 


qaqi. did the right thing.” 
Environment Minister Yossi 


Sarid. a dove and top Israeli 
peace negotiator, said mtm- 
dnv. 


/ait 


he returned, on foot, a young 
•man of Middle Eastern 
appearance walked up to him 
in front of the hotel, fired five 
shots from a pistol equipped 
with silencer and jumped on 
the back seat of a waiting 
motorcycle. 

The motorcycle driver and 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London foreign exchange and 
bullion markets Monday. 


One U.S. dollar 1.3654/64 
1.4114/24 
1.5818/28 
1.1408/18 
29.02/06 
4.8955/05 
1596.2/7.7 
101.90/00 
6.6420/20 
6.2380/30 
5.4702/02 
1.4175/85 
0.7584/89 
7.7323/33 

One sterling SI .5750/60 
One ounce of gold $382.00/382.30 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
.Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singapore dollars 
Australian! dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 



Amra Hotel Shops. Amman 


Jordan’s private sector adapting to change in the region 


By Tbabet A1 Taker 

Tbe following is based on an address given by Thabet A] 
Taber, who b tbe chairman of tbe Jordanian private sector 
Executive Committee, to a luncheon hosted for MENA 
delegates at tbe Regency Palace Hotel yesterday. 


THE JORDANIAN private 
sector has been assuming an 
active role in the economy 
and in its management. It has 
contributed successfully to 
the economic development of 
the country, through the im- 
portant role it played in the 
various sectors of the eco- 
nomy. 

The Jordanian private sec- 
tor includes such institutions 
as the Chamber of Com- 
merce, the Chamber of In- 
dustry, the Businessmen 
Association, the Trade Asso-. 
riation, the Banking Associa- 
tion, the Contractors Asso- 
ciation and a number of other 
associations covering other 
activities m our economy. 

The number of registered 
members in the Chamber of 
Commerce at present is 
28,096, in tbe Chamber of 
Industry 10,264, in tbe 
Businessmen Association 
360, in the Trade Association 
85 and in the Contractors 


Association 1443- Mem- 
bership in both Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry and 
the Contractors Association 
is obligatory, while it is 
optional in the Businessmen 
and Trade Association. 

Although the government 
controls around 60 per cent 
of the total economy, and is 
die largest employer of the 
labour force — which consti- 
tutes about one fourth of tbe 
total population — tbe pri- 
vate sector’s contribution to 
overall employment, exports 
and to tbe gross domestic 
product has been increasing 
over the past few years, and 
is expected to become domi- 
nant in the near future. 

AH economic activities in 
manufacturing, trade, agri- 
culture, tourism, construc- 
tion, baulking and insurance 
are almost exclusively private 
sector. There are 33,000 en- 
gineers registered at the En- 
gineers Association, and 


5,497 agriculture engineers 
registered at the Agricultural 
Association. The number of 
commercial and investment 
banks in Jordan have reached 
21 with 385 brandies all over 
the Kingdom. 

The manufacturing sector 
has been contributing to 
around 15 per cent of GDP 
over the past few years, while 
the contribution of the agri- 
cultural sector has been 
around eight per cent. Along 
with phosphate, fertilizers, 
potash, manufactured goods 
and fresh produce, Jordan is 
an exporter of skilled labour. 

The role of the private 
sector is expected to increase 
as a result of steps taken by 
the government to start trans- 
ferring to it the management 
and the ownership of major 
corporations such as Royal 
Jordanian Airlines, Jordan 
Electricity Authority and the 
Telecommunication Cor- 
poration (TCC). 

In cooperation with the 
concerned government au- 
thorities, this sector has play- 
ed an important role in revis- 
ing all legislations influendng 
the investment and trade cli- 
mate in the country. We are 


glad to mention that very 
good cooperation exists be- 
tween the public and the pri- 
vate sectors. 

The Jordanian business 
community as well as the 

E rofessional community are 
nown to be credible, dyna- 
mic and capable, and well in 
touch with their respective 
counterparts all over the 
world. 

Our private sector has al- 
ways been keen and sincere 
in its efforts to promote eco- 
nomic relations with friendly 
countries. However”, 
although Jordan’s share from 
direct foreign investment has 
been very small, so far. a 
number of joint-ventures has 
been set tip with big com- 
panies from some friendly 
countries. Those projects are 
running smoothly and in an 
atmosphere of mutual be- 
nefit. respect and coopera- 
tion. The joint ventures re- 
flect tbe confidence of big 
foreign companies in the in- 
vestment climate in Jordan, 
and in the capabilities of their 
local counterparts and skilled 
labour in the Kingdom. 

The private sector is active- 


ly involved in creating a busi- 
ness environment which is 
consistent with the theme.* 
the spirit and the frame of the 
newly emerging world econo- 
mic order. 

Jordan’s business commun- 
ity has demonstrated remark- 
able abilities to adapt to the 
political and economic 
changes in the region. It has 
also managed to overcome 
the sudden setbacks which 
emerged from wars and other 
political disturbances in the 
region over the past years. It 
is adapting itself to the new 
set of circumstances emerg- 
ing from the peace process, 
and to the principles of open 
markets, competition and re- 
gional cooperation. Today, 
there is a consensus and com- 
mitment in Jordan to gearing 
the economic system towards 
liberalisation, deregulation 
and privatisation. 

The Jordanian private sec- 
tor is keen and serious in its 
endeavours to cooperate with 
the business communities in 
friendly countries on princi- 
ples of mutual and reciprocal 
benefits. There is a broad 
consensus in Jordan to wel- 
come 'nimble forms of joint 


ventures with private sector 
companies. 

We invite you to investi- 
gate the serious steps being 
taken to create an environ- 
ment which is conducive to 
business and investment, and 
to investigate the numerous 
investment opportunities 
which Jordan presents. The 
Private Sector Executive 
Committee has prepared a 
document including project 
profiles for 139 projects 
covering several sectors. This 
document is being distributed 
during the conference. We 
sincerely hope that you will 
find among those projects 
some which are of interest for 
you, which we can implement 
together. 

We believe that Jordan is 
well endowed with what it 
takes to be ready and open 
for business and foreign in- 
vestment. We also confirm 
our commitment to building a 
prosperous partnership with 
the private sector institutions 
in friendly countries. 

Let us cooperate together 
to build a new and more 
prosperous future for our 
peoples and for our region. 


Real business of summit goes on in the wings 


AMMAN (AFP) — For the 
1,200 private sector delegates 
to the Middle East economic 
summit here, the real busi- 
ness of the conference is 
going on in hotel lobbies and 
corridors out of the sight of 
the politicians. 

Businessmen are staying 
away from the conference 
halls and official debates on 
the role of the private sector 
in the Middle East in favour 
of going on the prowl for 
prospective partners.. 

A ritual has auickly been 
established. Delegates fur- 
tively glance at each other’s 
identity badge issued by sum- 


mit oiganise'rs, then hand out 
the inevitable business cards. 

“If I didn’t have my card I 
would feel naked,” said 
Michael Strauss, chairman of 
the Israeli food company 
Strauss, showing a fistful of 
cards he received in return 
from Bahrain, Qatar, Jordan 
and Egypt. 

“It would take me more 
than a year to meet all the 
colleagues I have seen in 
Amman,” an executive from, 
the U.S.\ engineering com- 
pany Bechtel. 

Most say that such encoun- 
ters are the main point of the 
Amman conference, which is 


Tough adjustment plans 
help Latin economies, 
but boost joblessness 


MONTEVIDEO (AFP) — 
As belt-tightening, market 
oriented adjustment prog- 
rammes have made Latin 
American economies grow, 
unemployment and social 
marginalisation often have 
surged. IDB President Enri- 
que Iglesias said Sunday 
“In the I980’s. the issue 
was how to survive hyperinf- 
lation economically and ser- 
vice foreign debt, and that is 
why attention to the social 


condition of our population 
was delayed, and some times 
grew worse f ” 

The Inter-American De- 
velopment Bank (IADB) 
chief said that with regional 
economies now more “man- 
ageable,” “we have revisited 
the social issue with new 
dimensions, new problems 
and new poor people, the 
byproducts of adjustment 
policies that are being im- 
plemented.” 


RAINBOW TRAVEL & TOURISM COMPANY 

We have the pleasure of welcoming all .MENA 
delegates to Jordan both from the public and 
private sectors. 

Please call us if you need assistance. We can be of- 
particular help in offering the following services: 

— Meeting, assisting and transferring delegates 
and visitors to Jordan 

— Handling air tickets (sales & reservations) 

— Facilitating car rental all over the world 

— Providing private cars with drivers 

— Arranging special tours and programmes to and 
from the Kingdom 

. — Conducting daily tours in Jordan 

— Making hotel reservations anywhere in the world , 

For further Information please call or fax: 
962-6-621652 

Our address Is: King Hussein Street, P.O. 
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Box 20193, Amman 11116 
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too short at three days to lead 
to many concrete deals. 

“During the summit, no. 
But we have met a lot of 
people who have made us 
aware of the true political will 
behind some of the regional 
projects.” said Benoit Chaig- 
non, of the French company 
Sogea. , 

“The main thing is to nave 
the addresses of people in the 
same sector as you who are 
faced with the same prob- 
lems,” said Yoram Biizovs- 
ky, of the Israeli industrial- 
ists' association. 

Jamil Ibn Ali Sultan Al 
Lawati, of Oman's chamber 
of commerce, said: “We are 
here just to be here. We 
weren’t at the Casablanca 


summit last year and here we 
want to talk to everybody — 
why not?" 

U.S. Commerce Secretary 
Ron Brown attempted Mon- 
day to show that such opin- 
ions could lead to fully- 
fledged business deals, by 
producing a group of U.S. 
businessmen who had clin- 
ched contracts since last 
year’s meet in Morocco. 

Meanwhile, businessmen 
tend to avoid the formal 
events organised by ministers 
from the 63 countries taking 
part in the summit. 

“The official speeches tell- 
ing us how important we are 
to Middle East development 
are the worst,” Mr. Bliszovs- 
ky said. 


Even the ministers agree. 
“We tend to take up too 
much space,” said Israeli 
Economic Minister Yossi 
Beilin. 

“Talks between business- 
men over a cup of coffee are 
often the most important to. 
create a new Middle East.” 
he said. 

To encourage informal 
meetings the World Econo- 
mic Forum, which is helping 
organise the conference, has 
slotted networking break- 
fasts. lunches and “contact 
breaks” into the heavy sche- 
dule. 

Meanwhile Israel has set 
up a business centre in the 
Philadelphia Hotel in the city 
centre, with a computerised 


database of companies m the 
Jewish state. 

“The aim is to prove that 
we represent an enormous 
market which import S27 bil- 
lion of goods and services a 
year,” said a trade ministry 
official. Mandy Barak. 

The stringent security sur- 
rounding the Amman summit 
means that the business cen- 
tre is practically deserted, as 
Jordanian businessmen with- 
out summit badges are not 
allowed into the' hotel. 

But the Israelis were not to 
be defeated, setting up tables 
and posters in the hotel lobby 
to try to catch the eye of the 
Bahraini delegation which 
•bad organised a lunch in the 
room next door. 
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Summary of themetic sessions: 


Participants probe possibilities, future 


Does a regional trading bloc have a comparative advantage 
in world markets? 

Moderator: Jesus Seade, World Trade Organisation, 
Geneva 


• Yousef Boutros-Ghali, 
Council of Ministers for Inti 
Cooperation, Egypt 

• Jacob Frenkel, Bank of 
Israel 

• Mohammad G hannouchi , 
Minister, Inti Cooperation 
and Foreign Investment, 
Tunisia 

• Philip Lader, Small Busi- 
ness Administration, USA 

Jesus Seade, began by calling 
for concrete actions, rather 
than theoretical conclusions. 
Trade patterns in the region 
are bound to change because 
the original idea of develop- 
ment through oil did not reap 
the expected benefits; 
MENA countries realised the 
importance of being part of 
the world economy whereby 
production is interconnected; 
countries in the region need 
to adopt a global perspective 
with regard to trade liber- 
alisation; and the recent 
moves towards regional 
peace have made political 
leaders aware of the need for 
enhanced commercial rela- 
tions to reap the benefits of 
peace. 

Yousef Boutros-Ghali 
stressed that in trade bloc 
formation, political boudoirs 
must be substituted by econo- 
mic ones. He questioned 
whether MENA countries do 
not have a collective pre- 
ferential trading agreement 
because the political bound- 
aries are just beginning to 
stabilise, hence the substitu- 
tion of political boundaries 
with economic ones is not yet 
practical. Therefore, he 
.proposed either the introduc- 
tion of free trade through a 
third party or sectoral liber- 
alisation. Finally, economic 
expectations from peace must 
be calibrated to wbat peace 
can deliver. 

Jacob Frenkel brought up 
the failure of the economic 
profession in convincing the 
business community of the 
merits of free trade, hence 
the adoption of protection- 
ism. Since world trade is in- 
creasing at such a high rate, it 
would be tragic if MENA 
countries do not move rapid- 
ly and adopt or embrace 
openness and free trade. He 
stated that recession and in- 
stability are the greatest 
promoters of protectionism. 
To reach a stable and flexible 
economy, it is imperative to 
discuss trade policies within 
the framework of macroeco- 
' nomic policies. Further, the 
question of how to allocate 
gains from free trade within 
the region is an important 
one and should not be an 
obstacle in the way of open- 
ing up. The focus should be 
on a pre-deternnned schedule 
whereby the -pace of liber- 


m 

alisation is set. The business 
community should take the 
initiative in support of the 
peace process. 

Mohammad Ghannounchi 
laid down the basics of 
attracting foreign investment: 
a good business environment, 
free investment, no restraints 
and free movement of goods. 
As a result of liberalisation, 
Tunisia's economy has been 
bolstered in recent years. 
Great efforts have to be 
made to create positive fee- 
tors (such as basic infrastruc- 
ture and greater harmonisa- 
tion in all areas of policies) in 
the MENA region to prom- 
ote growth. He concluded by 
calling for regional integra- 
tion as well as integration 
with other markets. 

Philip Lader highlighted 
the successes of existing trade 
agreements and blocs, where- 
by countries moved from the 
exchange of views and poli- 
cies to the actual imple- 
mentation of goals. He attri- 
buted these successes to the 
non-exclusivity of trading 
blocs and their openness to 
the world. 

In answer to a question 
about how to bring the public 
to understand the need for 
business strength and suc- 
cess, Boutros-Ghali high- 
lighted the importance of re- 
forms reflecting the quality of 
growth. Frankel stressed that 
the key issue is bridging be- 
tween the costs of free trade 
and the benefits, which will 
ultimately override the costs; 
Ghanounchi stated that the 
more wealth is created, the 
more the public support; and 
Lader emphasised the need 
to get small enterprises to go 
global by creating 
transaction-focused export 
capital. 

The role of small and BKxfium- 
azed enterprises to creating 
growth and employment 

• Moncef Cheikh-Rouhou, 

International Maghreb 
Merchant Bank, Tunisia 

• Leo Daly, Leo A. Daly, 
USA 

• Manrido De Maria Y 
Campos, UNIDO, Vienna 

• Jean-Charies Ronher, 
International Chamber of 
Commerce, Paris 

• Nidal Snkhtian, Pales- 
tine Industrial & Invest- 
ment Co., Gaza 

Moderator: Mchad Kadis, 
MG Kailis, Group, Au- 
stralia 

Moncef Cheikh-Rouhou 
stressed three main 
points: 


• Survival of SMEs is link- 
ed to the survival of the 
private sector 

• Managing and running 
SMEs in this region de- 
mands input: 

— capital: most SMEs 
in this region are under- 
capitalised 

— taking risks: create 
wealth and real employ- 
ment 

• The problem facing 
SMEs is die exceeding in- 
debtedness in relation to 
equities and capital on the 
balance sheet. 

He suggested privatis- 
ing private firms by in- 
creasing equity, shrinking 
debt and bringing in part- 
ners. 

Leo Daly referred to 
the success of his company 
when entering new mar- 
kets to provide employ- 
ment opportunities and 
training for locals involved 
in both public and private 
sectors. 

Maurido De Maria and 
Jean-Charies Routher dis- 
cussed the fundamental 
role played by SMEs in 
growth and development. 
He suggested: 

• one-stop shopping 

• financing 

• networking among 
SMEs themselves. 

Nidal Sukhtian said that 
all businesses in Palestine 
are SMEs and discussed 
three measures to revive 
them: 

• remove Israeli bar- 
riers 

• attract foreign capital 
and know-how 

• build up a legal insti- 
tutional framework to 
govern all aspects of the 
economy. 

The floor responded 
that the risk was not only 
in financing but also in 
management, marketing 
and politics. Another re- 
sponse stressed that own- 
ers of SMEs must have a 
background in accounting 
prindples, machinery and 
land cost, and the pro- 
ducts in general. 

It was also emphasised 
that most SMEs failed in 
their first year of opera- 
tion because of under- 
capitalisation and lack of 
cost control. 

When asked about how 
SME’s could benefit from 
the European Union and 
developed countries, De 
.Maria responded that 
SME’s must: 

• promote training 

• encourage technical 
institutions 


• have better access to 
finance. 


Special Economic Zones — 
Regional Trade Hobs 

• Mohiedden Elghareeb, 
General Authority for Invest- 
ment, Egypt 

• Enrique Faqjol, Te micas 
Reunidas Internacionai, 
Spain 

• Robert Haywood, Interna- 
tional Parks Inc.. USA 

• Yossi Vardi, JRV Steering 
Committee 

• Wang Changbln, China 
Resources (Holdings) Co.. 
Hong Kong 

Moderator: Zaiti Ayyoubi, 
Ayyoubi Company. Jordan 

The participants empha- 
sised the importance of S pe- 
dal Economic Zones (SEZs) 
for the region especially with 
regard, to creating employ- 
ment opportunities, attract- 
ing foreign investment, 
generating income and mak- 
ing use of modem technolo- 

gy- 

Regional SEZs should be 
promoted and developed col- 
lectively by the countries of 
the region and serve several 
purposes: industrial, trade, 
transport, distributional and 
otheT logistical activities 
should be allowed in these 
areas. 

Enrique Fanjul mentioned 
that developing regional 
SEZs should be done in a 
global perspective and in 
accordance with multilateral 
trade and economic princi- 
ples such as those developed 
in the WTO agreement. 

Yossi Vardf emphasised 
that the peace process will 
enable the countries of the 
region r« pink* tire of the 
special location of the region 
in creating a logistics hub that 
can serve the Middle East. 
Mediterranean area. Eastern 
Europe and West Asian 
countries. 

Mohiedden Elghareeb 
noted that SEZs in the region 
can serve as an attractive 
factor to encourage com- 
panies to invest in the region 
and benefit from cheap 
labour and good location. 

Robert Haywood pointed 
out that SEZs should be 
equipped with proper infras- 
tructure: if the governments 
in the region cannot do that 
for any reason, the private 
sector in the region should be 
given the opportunity to 
promote and develop SEZs 
and logistics hubs. 

Zaki Ayyoubi said that for 
SEZs to be useful and suc- 
cessful they should: 

• be economically and 
financially feasible 

• have a dear, transparent 
and simple legal framework 

• benefit all the countries 
in the region 

• allow for complete free 
movement of labour, capital 


IFC signs $38 m deal for Jordan’s telecom sector 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The In- 
ternational Finance Corpora- 
tion (IFC) has signed financ- 
ing agreements for $38 mil- 
lion with Jordan Mobile Tele- 
phone Services Company Li- 
mited (JMTS). JMTS will de- 
velop, install, and operate a 
nationwide digital cellular 
GSM (global system for 
mobile communications) net- 
work in Jordan to fulfill the 
country's high demand for 
mobile telephone services. 
JMTS was awarded a 15-year 
licence by the Jordanian gov- 
ernment in a competitive bid. 

This joint venturej com- 
pany was established by a 
group of Jordanian private 
investors, including: Pioneers 
for investment led by the 
Abu Jaber Group; MID In- 
vestment and Trade; Union 
Bank; Arab Banking Cor- 
poration; and Housing Bank. 
Motorola Incorporated is the 
technical partner and oper- 
ator. 


The total project cost is 
estimated at $85 million. IFC 
has arranged a financing 
package totalling $38 million, 
consisting of $18 million for 
EFCs own account and a 
syndicated loan of up to $20' 
million for the account of 
participant banks. The plan- 
ned IFC syndication wfll be 
the first such placement with 
international commercial 
banks for a private Jordanian 
company since the late 1970s. 

This project is the result of 
a two-year joint effort and 
close cooperation between 
the Jordanian government 
and IFC. With the assistance 
of Finnish trust funds 
arranged by IFC, indepen- 
dent consultants were hired 
to cany out a study of the 
cellullar market in Jordan. 
The consultants also advised 
the government on how to 
structure the bidding for the 
GSM licence in order to meet 
the government's goal of pro- 


viding tiie best service at a. 
reasonable cost to consum- 
ers. 

The IFC initiative is consis- 
tent with the World Bank 
Group's efforts to help the 
government liberalise and 
attract private capital to the 
telecommunications sector in 
Jordan. The government has 
taken major steps in this re- 
gard exemplified by the re- 
cent enactment of a new tele- 
communications law and the 
establishment of an indepen- 
dent regulatory authority. 
These actions, together with 
other sector reforms, should 
create an environment which 
supports private participation 1 
in the development of die 
country’s telecommunica- 
tions infrastructure. 

The World Bank has back- 
ed the recent successful 
launch of a 7-year, $50 mil- 
lion Eurobond issue by Jor- 
dan Telecommunications 
Corporation (TCC). This in- 


novative programme allowed 
TCC to access private debt 
capital for the first time on 
attractive terms through a 
market which otherwise 
would have been closed to it. 

At the signing, Wilfried 
Kaffenberger, vice president 
of IFC, said, “the Jordanian 
government has made great 
strides in expanding, mod- 
ernizing, and improving the 
efficiency of Jordan’s tele- 
communications infrastruc- 
ture. This project will pro- 
vide Jordanian consumers 
with the latest in cellular 
technology, facilitating com- 
munications with the rest of 
the Middle East and impro- 
ving the telecommunications 
infrastructure needed for a 
growing economy.” 

IFC is a member of the 
World Bank Group and is the 
largest multilateral source of 
equity and loan financing for 
private sector projects in de- 
veloping countries. 


'BBME: Hexagon Service adds new features 


Hexagon, the global elec- 
tronic financial service of 
The British Bank of the 
Middle East (BBME) and 
other members of the 
HSBC Group, is hitting the 
market with a new feature 
to help businesses manage 
their financial affairs more 
efficiently. Software for the 
desktop banking system is 
now available in a Windows- 
based environment, which 
allows for a multitude of 
additional features that make 
usage more productive and 
flexible. Hexagon for Win- 
dows better enables users to 
cope with rapid industry 
change, meet their custom- 
ers’ needs, and beat the com- 
petition. 


Hexagon brings the bank 
to consumers own desks. It is 
an integrated electronic 
banking system which en- 
ables customers to carry out 
local and international trans- 
actions 24 hours a day 365 
days a year. Anyone controll- 
ing their corporate or private 
finances and has a PC. mod- 
em, and telephone line can 
access Hexagon to do a 
myriad of activities, such as 
payments to third parties in 
over 40 currencies, balance 
reporting, cash management, 
trade and securities, balance 
reporting, loan and credit- 
card reporting, cash-flow 
forecasting, PC ledger and 
book-keeping, as well as 
accessiftg market informa- 


tion. 

The new Windows format 
allows Hexagon users to re- 
duce their time accessing and 
using the system. They can 
use their mouse to ‘click* on 
an icon to instigate com- 
mands, simultaneously view 
several frames on one screen 
and move around the system 
quickly and easily. Tutorials 
and a function reduce the 
time spent adjusting to the 
new system. 

Hundreds of millions of 
dollars have been spent over 
the years to develop the ser- 
vice. This is because “the 
HSBC Group continually 
strives to enhance Hexagon 
to meet our customers 
needs.’’ “By listening careful- 


ly to the people using Hex- 
agon and develop new fea- 
tures to assist them to do 
their jobs better, quicker and 
more easily. The goal is to 
help businesses adapt to 
change, meet then custom- 
ers' needs and stay well 
ahead of their competition.’’ 

Hexagon was launched in 
1985 and is now accessible in 
over 66 countries. The over 
13.000 users now on a DOS- 
based system will be able to 
continue using their present' 
Hexagon system but may 
want to upgrade to the new 
Windows version as all new 
Hexagon features will be 
added only to the Windows 
version. 


and goods 

• be established within the 
context of real political 
change that can sustain the 
movement from a national to 
a regional level of economic 
activity. 

Water 

• Nasser Ezzat, Ministry 
of Public Works and Wa- 
ter Resources. Egypt 

• Munther Haddadin, 
Consolidated Consultants. 
Jordan 

• Fade! Kawash, National 
Water Authority. Palesti- 
nian Authority 

• Brian Sadler, Water 
Authority of Western Au- 
stralia 

• Uri Shamir. Israel Wa- 
ter Commission. Multi- 
lateral Peace Talks. Israel 
Moderator: John Hay- 
ward, The World Bank. 
Washington DC 

The speakers agreed 
that the MENA region 
suffers from water scarci- 
ty. though each outlined 
tiis respective country's 
specific problems. Mr. 
Nasser Ezzat of Egypt also 
indicated that the major 
areas for cooperation in- 
volve: 

• shared desalination 
plants 

• exchange of technolo- 
gy and know-how 

• human resources de- 
velopment 

Fade! Kawash express- 
ed the need for a regional 
involvement in the de- 
velopment of Palestinian 
proposed projects, includ- 
ing 

• a Middle East water 
training centre 

• Jordan River basin 
development projeers 

• a water conduit from 
the West Bank to the 
Gaza Strip 

• the Mediterranean- 
Dead Sea connecting can- 
al 

Munther Haddadin cal- 
led for much better coop- 
eration with the govern- 
ment and public sectors. 
Such cooperation can 
tackle the problems of 
quality degradation, au- 
gmenting municipal and 
industrial water resources, 
waste treatment and re- 
cycling (including systems 
to treat gray water of 
households for re-use in 
gardening), investment in 
management of water re- 
sources. 

Much of the discussion 
revolved around the 
viability of constructing 
desalination plants. In this 
respect. Brian Sadler 
shared the successful ex- 
perience of Australia and 
urged for diverse mea- 
sures in total water man- 
agement. He also noted 
that regional -scale pro- 
jects are most beneficial 
for all parties involved. 


In a question raised b\ 
one of the participants ab- 
out the future policies of 
water-scarce countries in 
averting a possible crisis. 
Dr. Shamir summarised 
the overall picture as fol- 
lows. As the demand for 
urban water will increase, 
the fresh water supply will 
decrease requiring: 

• a more efficient 
irrigation system 

• reclaiming sewage 

• the economy's stabil- 
ity to sustain desalination 
projects. 

He predicted thar in the 
future desalinated water 
will be distributed at the 
right places and on a large 
scale. 

Dr. Shamir enquired as 
to the conditions and 
needs of the private sector 
to enter into water pro- 
jects involving MENA re- 
gion. Several private in- 
vestors stressed their fears 
regarding political and 
currency risks, and de- 
manded guarantees of 
payment. They further 
asked to be presented with 
feasibility studies for the 
water projects presented 
in this session. One of the 
Canadian businessmen 
asserted that the foreign 
investor can provide ex- 
pertise and part of the 
capital, however the ma- 
jor capital should be pro- 
vided by local investors 
and international orga- 
nisations. The moderator 
John Hayward assured 
that the World Bank bore 
political and commercial 
risk through the Interna- 
tional Finance Corpora- 
tion. 

The role of the internation- 
al community in support- 
ing the economic under- 
pinnings of peace-building 
fPart 11 

• Susanna Agnelli. Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Italy 

• Sidi Muhammcd Waled 
Bou Baker. First Minister of 
Mauntania 

• Glafcos Clerides. President 
of the Republic of Cyprus 

• Hamad Bin Jassim Bin Jabr 
Al-Thani. Minister of Foreign 
•Affairs of Qatar 

• Ronald Brown, Secretary 
of Commerce of the USA’ 

• Hazem EI-Beblawi, Exec. 
Secretary. U.N. Economic 
and Social Commission for 
Western Asia. Amman 

• Yves Galland, Minister for 
Industry of France 

• Essmat Abdul Majid. 
Secretary- Gen era I of the 
Arab League. Cairo 

• Chaundbry Mukhtar, 
Minister of Commerce of 
Pakistan 

• Anthony Nelson, Minister 
for Trade.. Department of 
Trade and Industry. Great 
Britain 

• Oh Myung, Minister of 
Construction and Trans- 
portation. Republic of Korea 

• Gunter Rexrodt, Minister 
of Economics of Germany 

Moderator: His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan 
Ben Talal of Jordan 


UNDP supports Arab states’ 
pursuit of expanded 
economic ties 


AMMAN (J.T.) — United 
Nations Development Prog- 
ramme’s (UNDP) coopera- 
tion with the Arab States and 
the Palestinian Authority re- 
ceived a boost from an intitia- 
tive announced by a senior 
UNDP official Monday. 

Saad Alfarargi. assistant 
administrator and regional 
director of UNDP's regional 
bureau for Arab states, in- 
formed delegates and jour- 
nalists participating in the 
Middle East-North Africa 
Economic summit that 
UNDP is setting up for a two 
year period (1996-97) a new 
$2.5 million programme. It 
will provide at the request of 
the Arab states and the 
Palestinian authority technic- 
al assistance to Arab agen- 
cies, institutions and indi- 
viduals, public and private, in 
order to raise their capacity 
to fully contribute to and 
benefit from expanded multi- 
lateral economic coopera- 
tion. 

UNDP believes that the 
follow up to the Casablanca 
and Amman summits as well 
as initiatives in the 
Mediterranean Basin would 
create a favourable context 
for such cooperation. 

The technical assistance 
would facilitate well- 


targeted, short, catalytic acti- 
vities aimed at policy and 
strategy development, at in- 
itiatives directly connected 
with multi-lateral economic 
cooperation and at country- 
based reforms designed to 
create a national environ- 
ment conductive to such 
cooperation. 

UNDP is requesting addi- 
tional contributions from ma- 
jor aid donors. If the prog- 
ramme proves to be a suc- 
cess. it may be extended and 
expanded. 

“The Arab states have 
tremendous economic poten- 
tial. The time has come for 
them to move forward and 
unleash that potential.” Mr. 
Alfarargi said at a meeting 
during The economic sum- 
mit. “Our new initiative will 
help make it happen,” he 
added later on, while talking 
to the journalists. 

UNDP has been support- 
ing development cooperation 
in the region for many years. 
Earlier initiatives sponsored 
by UNDP have enabled Arab 
countries to work together in 
many areas, including agri- 
cultural research, environ- 
mental protection and man- 
agement, water manage- 
ment, trade, and energy. 


cooperation 


Participants disagreed 
sharply on a proposal to 
establish a Regional De- 
velopment Bank. The div- 
agreemment cut across geog- 
raphical lines with Saudi Ara- 
bia supporting French objec- 
tions while Italy and South 
Korea expressed strong '•up- 
port for the U.S.-backed 
proposal. Both Italy and 
South Korea argued that a 
highly visible Regional De- 
velopment Bank was crucial 
for the promotion of econo- 
mic development in the Mid- 
dle East and North Africa: 
-A politically visible and eco- 
nomically viable financial in- 
stitution is important.” said 
Italian Foreign Minister 
Susanna Agnelli. 

Taking “opposition to 
Agnelli's statement. French 
Minister for Industry Yves 
Galland warned that a sepa- 
rate Development Bank in 
the Middle East and North 
Africa would contribute little 
towards the activities that 
other multilateral institutions 
were already undertaking. 

Saudi Arabian Trade and 
Industry Minister Osama Ben 
Jafar Faqih insisted, moreov- 
er. that the private sector 
rather than governments 
should be made responsible 
for the creation of a Regional 
Development Bank. Osama 
Ben Jafar Faqih's statement 
came in the context of a 
speech outlining Saudi Ara- 
bia's position on economic 
cooperation with Israel de- 
scribing the MENA Econo- 
mic Summit as a platform to 
illustrate the possibilities for 
economic cooperation. He 
listed three conditions for 
Saudi Arabian participation 
in such a process: a just re- 
solution of the issues of Jeru- 
salem. Palestinian refugees 
and Israeli settlements. 

Foreign Minister Hamad 
Ben Jassim Ben Jahr Al- 
Thani of Qatar expressed 
Qatar's commitment to re- 
gional cooperation: "Now is 
the time to support peace, as 
war over five decades has not 
worked. We must enter a 
new epoch of peace. Region- 
al cooperation is needed for 
economic development, 
peace and stability.” 

In the same session. U.S. 
Secretary for Commerce 
Ronald Brown declared that 
“The U.S. wants to help by- 
fostering private economic 
development and regional 
cooperation. ” Ronald Brown 
cited infrastructure, telecom- 
munications. financial ser- 
vices and tourism as the most 
promising sectors for busi- 
ness ventures. He also 
announced that the U.S. will 
allow- all products of the 
Palestinian Authority into 
the U.S. duty-free. 

The role of the internation- 
al community in support- 
ing the economic under- 
pinnings of peace-building 
(Part 2) 

• Sten Andersson, Former 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Sweden 

• R.L. Bhatia. Minister of 
State for External Affairs of 
India 

• Al-Habib Ben Yahia, 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Tunisia 

• John Button. Former 
Minister of Trade. Australia 

• Jan Czqja, First Deputy- 
Minister for Foreign Econo- 
mic Relations of Poland 

• Dorothea Wemeck. Minis- 
ter of Industry. Trade and 
Tourism of Brazil 

• Ole Norrback. Minister for 
European Affairs and Fore- 
ign Trade of Finland 

• Anastassios Peponis. Minis- 
ter of Industry of Greece 

• Kiril Tsochev, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Trade and Industry of Bul- 
garia 

• Tian Zengpei. Vice- 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
China. 

Moderator: Abdd-Karim A! 
Kabariti, Foreign Minister of 
Jordan 

The second part of the 


plcuiin vcwibn on “The role 
on the inter national com- 
munal m supporting the eco- 
nomic underpinning uf 
peace-building” was moder- 
ated by Abdcb K.in m AS 
Kabariti. Foreign Minister of 
Jordan. High-level govern- 
mctu reprcM.*in.it»vc\ Into 
.B razil. 8ulg.nu. t hma. 
Greece, India. Sweden and 
Tunisia stressed the key im- 
portance oi the international 
community in supporting the 
peace process and shared 
their own countries' experi- 
ences with economic reform 
and regibn.ilis.it ion By en- 
gaging m quiet diplomacy 
and supporting economic re- 
forms, these' distinguished 
speakers supported the no- 
tion that the international 
communitv is responsible and 
effective m the peace pro- 
cess. Jan C/aja. First Deputy 
Minister for Foreign Fcuno- 
nne Relations of Poland, cal- 
led fot a "zone of peace” and 
called the peace process 
‘■irreversible" Foreign 
Minister Ben Yahia of I uni- 
xia reiterated the importance 
of establishing a just 3nd 
comprehensive settlement in 
the search for peace Several 
speakers noted that economic 
reformation .and avipc ration 
is the cornerstone of am long- 
lasting agreement Without 
the recognition ot the import- 
ance of economics in the re- 
gion. the MENA Economic 
Summit will overlook the 
glue that will keep the region 
together- 

The speakers warned that 
the international community 
must support peace and 
prosperity in the region. 
Peace-building is a long pro- 
cess that is often difficult. 
Restructuring the economy is 
also an ardnus undertaking, 
but vital in all economies, not 
just those of the MENA re- 
gion. Jan illustrated 

hdw the Polish economy was 
able to enact a process which 
has transformed the country 
into one of the most impor- 
tant “emerging markets” to- 
day. .This process can he 
emulated by the MENA 
countries so that they t»w can 
join the growing list of 
emerging markets. Such mar- 
kets are attracting large 
amounts of capital from 
abroad by investors in- 
terested in long-term involve- 
ment. 


Brazilian Minister of In- 
dustry. Trade and Tourism 
Dorothea Werncek pre- 
sented her own country's 
rapidly growing economy, 
pointing out the impor lance 
of tourism in attracting fore- 
ign capital. All speakers con- 
firmed that one must look 
beyond the region to under- 
stand the complex circumst- 
ances that can change an 
economy. The examples ot 
emerging markets serve as 
important lessons which can 
be applied to the economics 
of MENA. Mistakes done in 
the past by other countries 
elsewhere in the world can 
also provide insights for the 
leaders of the MEiNA region. 

Despite overall agreement 
that rhe peace process be- 
nefits the whole region, va- 
rious speakers cautioned that 
to cement the process. Syria 
and Lebanon would have to 
be brought in. Others noted 
that issues such as the future 
of Jerusalem and the ques- 
tion of an independent 
Palestinian state would have 
to be resolved. Finally. sever- 
al speakers, including U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher. Russian Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev ,\nJ 
Japanese Vice Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Yasuo Fuku- 
da. insisted that the Arab 
boycott of Israel would have 
to be dismantled as p.irf of 
the lifting of all barriers to 
trade. 


(Continued on page 13) 


Ayoubi seeks ties with 
top foreign firms 
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(CootbnMd from page 12) 

Qgnnodsiiii; Legislative 
Structures and Policies 

• You$uf Kamxl, Ministry of 
Finance, Economics and 
Trade of Qatar 

• Jacques Manardo, Deloitte 
Toucbe Tohmatsu Interna- 
tiona], France 

• Eberhard Rbeiu, European 
Commission, Brussels 

Moderator: Hasem El- 
Beblawi, United Nations 
Economic and Social Com- 
mission for Western Asia 
(ESCWA), Amman 

Hazem Ei-Beblawi stres- 
sed that to ensure the estab- 
lishment of a market- 
oriented economy, countries 
in the region must provide: 

• predictability and trans- 
parency 

• monetary and financial 
stability 

• availability of informa- 
'tion and statistics. 

He emphasised that the 
legal system of each country 
must be predictable and must 
be harmonised with legal sys- 
tems of the region and with 
international economic stan- 
dards. 

To achieve harmony and 
unity between market econo- 
mies, Yousuf Kamal stressed 
that relations among coun- 
tries of the region must be 
strengthened. He also added 
that countries in the region 
must adhere to the WTO; 
that trade barriers must be 
removed; that economic 
emphasis should be shifted 
horn government to the pri- 
vate sector; and that interna- 
tional economic stnadards 
must be adhered to. 

Surveys conducted by Jac- 
ques Manardo's firm showed 
investor reluctance to enter 
the region in some areas be- 
cause they are considered 
“too risky” due to uncertain- 
ty of legislative framework, 
lack of information and poli- 
tical instability. 

He suggested three propos- 
als to attract investors to the 
region: 

• adopt international stan- 
dards of economic manage- 
ment, including: 

— a clear legal framework 

— enable cross-ownership 
for service companies and 
professional firms 

— free movement across 
borders. 

• Adopt international 
financial standards 

• allow access, to reliable, 
objective information. 

Eberhard Rhein made 
three basic recommenda- 
tions: 

• countries of the region 
should join the WTO 

• countries of the Middle 
East and North Africa must 
adopt free trade agreements 
not only with Europe, but 
also among themselves 

• In the meantime, coun- 
tries in the region should 
tackle specific trade obstacles 
and establish basic rules. 

El-Beblawi commented 
that the more serious barriers 
to trade were the invisible 


ones, not tariffs but discre- 
pancies m legal frameworks, 
basic rules for transportation, 
bureaucratic obstacles to ex- 
ports and imports, etc. 

Mohammad Nashashibi 
said that-tbe Palestinian Au- 
thority was in the process of 
building its legislation, striv- 
ing to harmonise it with chose 
of the countries of the region. 
They were facing difficulty 
with regard to trade because 
of the strength of the Israeli 
market which is also subsi- 
dised, impeding thereby the 
possibility of an open market. 
He stressed that they were 
keen on adhering to the 
WTO and strongly allowing 
monopoly in the Palestinian 
market. 

Reactions from the floor 
included the comment that 
Europe succeeded in estab- 
lishing an open market be- 
cause the countries were 
democratic and a participant 
asked how this could be 
achieved in the region when 
there were no real democra- 
cies and respect for human 
rights. Mr. Rhein noted that 
once economic freedom was 
achieved, political freedom 
would follow. 


Hie requirements of a suc- 
cessful regional business 
strategy: synergies, be- 
tween government, busi- 
ness and international 
financial institutions, 

• Wasef Azar, The Business 
Bank, Jordan 

• Paul Bowman, Johnson & 
Johnson, USA 

• Jose Luis Dteenta, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Spain 

• Daniel Hesse, AT&T Net- 
work Systems Int’I, The 
Netherlands 

• Dan Propper, Manufactur- 
ers Association of Israel 

Moderator: Abdullah Bin 
Hamad A1 Attiyah, Ministry 
of Energy and Industry of 
Qatar 

Abdullan Bin Hamad Al- 
Attiyah, the Qatari Minister 
of Energy and Industry, 
opened the session by point- 
ing out a number of issues 
that are prerequisite for suc- 
cessful business ventures in 
the region: ventures should 
be based on fair and equit- 
able partnership and open to 
both public and private sec- 
tors, they should contribute 
to the social welfare of the 
region; most important, they 
must be based on sound eco- 
nomic principles. 

Both Josd-Luis Dicenta 
and Dan Propper called for 
reducing social and economic 
differences in the region to 
reach a long-lasting peace. 
Mr. Dicenta stated that the 
foundations of the bi-lateral 
and multi-lateral financial 
agreements will be laid down 
at this Summit. He antici- 
pated that the results of the 
Summit will shape the new 
Middle East. 

Wasef Azar spoke of a 
large Middle Eastern market 
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Industrial Development Bank 

The Industrial Development Bank would like 
to announce to enterpreneures and those 
willing to invest in the industrial and touristic 
sectors in the Kingdom its readiness to 
provide 

Risk Capital Loans 

for financing innovative projects either by 
investing directly in the capital of qualified 
projects or through granting easy term loans 
to individuals wishing to take share in the 
capital of such projects. 

Similar facilities are also provided for 
nationals of (EU) countries who intend to 
participate in Joint Venture projects with local 
partners. 

Address 
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by establishing an open mar- 
ket for free trade and cutting 
off red tape as incentives for 
regional investment. He 
highlighted the BOO and the 
BQT approaches as choices 
available for investors. 

Paul Bowman indicated 
that in order for any business 
to succeed there must be a 
synergy between govern- 
ment, business and the finan- 
cial world. As for the overall 
success of J&J, it lies in 
adopting a philosphy that 
embraces : a management 
value system that is responsi- 
ble to customers, employees, 
communities and clients, 
decentralised management 
; and management for the 
long term. 

Daniel Hesse suggested the 
following recommendations 
for the success of business 
ventures: international 
businesses should be locally 
sensitive and at the same time 
build a global culture, man- 
age markets locally while 
manufacturing and handing 
R&D globally, choose local 
partners carefully and invest 
in personal relationships, and 
work with the governments 
to meet national develop- 
ment goals. From the govern- 
ments’ perspective, he stres- 
sed regional cooperation 
needed to build local centres 
of excellence, and “brains- 
ware” as key to the future. 

Dan Propper emphasised 
that economies of the region 
are not competing but com- 
plementing. He suggested 
joint-ventures as a first-stage 
measure to develop business 
in the area, then technology 
transfer as a second phase. 
The third stage entails ex- 
changing technology in the 
form of technology spinoffs 
in the neighbouring coun- 
tries. This will necessitate 
opening the borders without 
barriers for people, capital 
and raw materials. 

The questions raised by the 
audience revolved around the 
difficulties encountered with 
regard to investment which 
are: lack of finance, red tape, 
inadequate infrastructure, 
and lack of cooperation 
among neighbouring coun- 
tries, all of which minimise 
the size of the market. 


Regional Stock Markets 

• Fawzi Behzad, Bahrain 
Stock Exchange, Bahrain 

• Paul-Fran^ois Dubroeucq, 

Paris S rdek : Exchange , 
France 

• Mahmoud jarwani, Muscat 
Stock Exchange, Oman 

• Sir wnHam Ryrie, Baring 
Holding Company, Great 
Britain 

Moderator Gales Cloutier, 
International Financial Ser- 
vices Institute, Canada 

Paul-Frangois Dubroeucq 
opened the session by listing 
the standards for regulating 
emerging stock markets: 

• no regulated securities 
market without a pre-existing 
legal framework 


• a self-regulatory body 
that takes care of investors' 
interests 

• besides the self- 
regulatory function, there is 
an official securites commis- 
sion as the supervisory au- 
thority 

• each exchange member 
must respect the admittance 
criteria and be monitored by 
a surveillance body 

• a trading system that 
insures equal access for inves- 
tors 

• trades should be re- 
ported to the stock exchange 
or to the securities commis- 
sion or other competent au- 
thority 

• a market guarantee sys- 
tem ensures settlement in 
case of the failure of an ex- 
change member 

• compensation scheme 
will indemnify an investor 
when his account holder goes 
bankrupt 

• settlement through deliv- 
ery versus payment 

• uo movement of physical 
securities 

• the cash settlement pro- 
cess is executed through a 
central market institution 

• effective listing require- 
ments based on sufficient and 
reliable information pro- 
duced by the issuer. 

Sir William Ryrie re- 
marked that there is a need 
for efficient means for allo- 
cating and distributing capital 
in developing countries and 
that the Middle East trails 
behind. He pointed out the 
potential areas of improve- 
ments. 

• Arab markets do not 
provide as much information 
as is easily available else- 
where 

• the advantage in having 
an independent regulatory 
body backed by law 

• lack of depth and liquid- 
ity in the market due to the 
size of the economy and the 
need for more privatisation. 
But he pointed out that fore- 
ign interest in the region is 
rising. 

Mahmoud Jarwani out- 
lined the development 
strategy proposed by Oman 
by the year 2020, including 
expanding investment oppor- 
tunities and making foreign 
capita] investment easier. 

The moderator, Gilles 
Cloutier, asked whether 
there is a regional strategy, 
and pointed out that harmo- 
nisation would make it mbre 
appealing to fo reign inves- 
tors. A participant noted that 
Jordan Law No. 16 of 1995 
encouraged foreign investors. 
Annual financial statements 
are readily available, small 
markets are actually efficient 
and, in reality by word of 
mouth, a lot of information is 
available for the potential in- 
vestor. Angus Blair of Baring 
Securities International dis- 
agreed by saying that the laws 
of the region are still too 
♦strict in their treatment of 
foreign capital and that too 
little information is collected 
about local markets. 


Hydro 
sign Memo 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company (JPMC) and 
Norsk Hydro A.S. 
(Hydro) of Norway have 
signed a memorandum 
of understanding for a 
possible fertilizer com- 
plex in Jordan, the 
JPMC said Monday. The 
nominated locations are 
the Eshidiya and Aqaba 
industrial free zones, it 
said. 

The cooperation was 
announced during the 
Middle East and North 
Africa economic summit 
currently held in Am- 
man. 

The two companies 
will consider to establish 
a joint venture that will 
take advantage of 
JPMC’s “high quality 
and large supply of rock 
phosphate and Hydro's 
technology and worl- 
dwide marketing net- 
work as well as the new 
attractive investment cli- 
mate in Jordan," the 
JPMC said. 

JPMC, a leading pro- 
ducer and exporter of 
rock phosphate and 
phosphoric fertilizers, is 
already implementing a 
production expansion at 
Eshidiya mines to reach 
10 million tonnes per 
year of high grade rock 
phosphate by the turn of 
the century. It is current- 
ly implementing a diver- 
sification strategy into 
downstream production 
of value added products. 
Three such joint venture 
projects are presently 
underway with foreign 
partners, two of which 
are located in free zones 
in Jordan. 

Hydro is a multina- 
tional company with 
headquarter m Oslo and 
a turnover last year of 
more than $10 billion. 
The company is engaged 
in . four core areas, — 
agriculture, oil & gas, 
light metals and pet- 
rochemicals. 

Hydro is a major pro- 
ducer of fertilizers with 
well established and adv- 
anced process technolo- 
gies for the fertilizer in- 
dustry. Hydro Agri In- 
ternational, the division 
responsible for the ferti- 
lizer activity outside 
Europe, is a market 
leader in the world wide 
distribution of these pro- 
ducts. 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— World airlines are ex- 
pected to reap record profits 
of S5.7 billion this year, after 
drastic cost-cuning moves in- 
duced a minor 'turnaround 
last year' from an industry^ 
recession, aviation experts 
said Monday. 

Leaner and fitter' would 
be an appropriate description 
of our members.” Pierre 
Jeanniot. director-general of 
the international Air Trans- 
port Association (IATA). 
said when opening the 
group's 5 1 st annual meeting 
here. 

After four years of losses, 
the aviation industry made a 
profit of SI. 8 billion in 1994. 
Mr. Jeanniot told represenr- 
rives from the association s 
235 member airlines. 

The airlines were achieving 
bumper profits as a result of 
cost-cutting across the board 
during the industry slump, 
officials said at the' start of 
the three -day meeting. 

During the four years from 
1990. airlines shed more than 
150.000 jobs, while functions 
such as catering, aecunling 
and maintenance were con- 
tracted out to more efficient 


parties. 

The moves were forced by 
hely losses which totalled 
S15.6 billion over the four- 
year period. 

"As a result, between 1991 
and 1994. IATA airlines cut 
their unit costs by 10.3 per 
cent.” Mr. Jeanniot said, 
adding that another 1.5 per 
cent Was expected to be 
shaved off this year. 

IATA airlines made sub- 
stantial savings on fuel, by far 
the airlines' largest cost, sav- 
ing the industry SS0 million 
through trade negotiations 
last year. 

Many airlines were also 
making moves to restructure, 
including upgrading their 
business' class services to 
absorb increased corporate 
travel. While business-class 
passengers make up less than 
30 per' cent of total traffic, 
they provide more than half 
of passenger revenue. 

A surge in air traffic also 
helped spur the industry's re- 
covery. officials said. 

The number of scheduled 
passengers tn 1994 exceeded 
one billion for the first time, 
as the number of internation- 
al passengers jumped by 


more than eight per cent to 
J32S million, 1 AT A's annual 
report released Friday said. 

Another' 733 million pas- 
sengers. up 6.4 per cent from 

1993. plied domestic routes. 

Average passenger growth 

was expected to slow slightly 
to 6.6 per cent annually for 
the five years, to 1999. with 
scheduled international pas- 
sengers increasing to more 
than 450 million by that year. 

Freight traffic in turn grew 
a total of two million tonnes 
last year, with international 
scheduled freight increasing 
14.3 per cent to 11.5 million 
tonnes and domestic freight 
by 9.5 per cent to 7.5 million 
■ tonnes. IATA said. 

A total of nearly 19 million 
freight tonnes is expected on 
international services by the 
end of the decade. 

But despite the strong in- 
dustry turnaround, there was 
still room for greater efficien- 
cy. Mr. Jeanniot sard. 

' IATA was also targetting 
commission and other dis- 
tribution charges as another 
area where costs could be 
slashed, officials said. In 

1994. sales costs made up 
17.9 per cent of total costs. 


Jordanian-Israeli committee seeks 
financing to study five projects 


By Lola Keflani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The joint 
Jordanian-Israeli committee, 
in charge of developing the 
Aqaba-Eilat area, will pre- 
sent five development pro- 
jects to the European Union 
for financing feasibility stu- 
dies, the head of the Jorda- 
nian side at the committee, 
Fayez Khasawneh, said Sun- 
day. 

Three of the projects are 
designed to promote the 
tourism sector in the region, 
including Egypt, which is part 
of the so-called Taba-Eilat- 
Aqaba Macro (TEAM). 

“Therefore the Egyptian 
resort of Taba is included in 
these proposed projects,” 
Dr. Khasawneh added. 


He said that the committee 
debated and agreed on five 
projects, out of 30. to be 
presented at the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
economic summit. 

The three proposed tour- 
ism projects include a visitors 
management programme, 
joint marketing and hand- 
icraft centre. 

The other two projects are 
water and wastewater man- 
agement programme and 
land use suitability study. 

Five new hotels are cur- 
rently being built in Aqaba, 
which in 1995, had 69,835 
visitors who crossed into Jor- 
dan through the southern 
crossing point at Wadi Ara- 
ba. 

Much of the investment 
focuses on the port of Aqaba 
which tourism developers re- 


fer to as the "Gulf Riviera” 
stretching from Aqaba 
through Israeli port of Eilat 
to the Egyptian Sinai resort 
of Sharm A1 Sheikh. 

Dr. Khasawneh said the 
door is open for other neigh- 
bouring countries such as 
Saudi Arabia that share the 
Red Sea, to cooperate in 
developing the Gulf of 
Aqaba. 

“Environment, for exam- 
ple, does not recognise poli- 
tical borders." Dr. Khasaw- 
■neh added "it will not take 
long before the whole region 
starts working together. 

The European Investment 
Bank, created in 1958, has 
financed infrastructure, ener- 
gy ' management, environ- 
mental protection investment 
in Egypt. Israel and Jordan. 
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horoscope 

F0RE £^d£? R TUESDAY, 
OCTOBER 31, 1995 

(Man* 21 to April 19) 
0D L arfae m “nnecu'op 
with woridy affaire which can 
work to your benefit today, so be 
oo the alert for ways to be 

successful. 

TAURUS:' (April 20 to May 20) 
You can make fine progress in 
any kind of career activities 
which requires precision and 
accuracy. Handle any health 
problems today which develop. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 

Discuss entertainment matters 
with your friends and make plans 
for later today. Then get your 
talents working like a charm - 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) This is a good day to 
come to a better understanding 
at home if there has been any 
complications there lately which 
must be dealt with.. 

■ LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Find 
out who can help you the most 
today in routines and gain their 
cooperation quickly. Handle 
communication well. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) You can handle part- 
nership matters very well today, j 
especially where finances are 
concerned for you to be success- 
ful in your monetary condition. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You can have quiet rela- 
tions with friends and allies. You 
can gain personal aims easily so 
go after them in a positive 
fashion. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Being alone with 
the one you love can bring far 
greater understanding between 
you at this time. Keep busy and 
active for your success. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Taking time to 
see good friends you have not 
seen lately can revitalise the rela- 
tionships you ha%'e developed . 
with loved ones. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Study whatever 
occurs m the outside world, for 
this will be helpful on your pre- 
sent activities. Show apprecia- 
tion towards the ones you love. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Study every detail 
of expansionary plans you have 
and then today you can meet 
with real success through suc- 
cessful individuals.- 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your intuitive faculties are 
working fine today and tonight 
so sit sml for a while and let them 
come to your attention for you to 
su 


Peanuts 


LOOK, SPIKE, I HAD GOOD, HUH? YOU 

0U£ COOK MAKE V0U LIKE IT, HUH ? 
SOME TAPIOCA PI/DPIN6! --o — ^ 


THE Daily Crossword by Roger Jurgovan 



SPIKE.. 

SPIKE.. 


/5PIKE..I HAVE \ i 
0 TO TAKE THE I £ 
| VB0WL SACK J v 
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r ALWAYS SOME DRAMA 
.WHEN ANDY'S PLAYING. 
EH, VICAR?' - 





HE CERTAINLY ADDS 
SOMETHING TO THE GAME, 
FLO- USUALLY ABOUT ^ 
L TEN MINUTES EXTRA ) 
7 FDR IN JURY-TIME ^ 


lWutfn’Jeff 


02*/ MY BACK 15 >= 

—Till ALWAVS ITCHING 
-i, l Mg AND I CANT J 1 ' 
<»V REACH IT TO f' A 





“If I’m childish, if s Mister Rogers’ fault. 
He always told me I was perfect just 
the way 1 was!” 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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SPOT THE CLUE 


Neither vulnerable. East deala. 
NORTH 
*AKQ10 
9K109 
OQ95 
*J74 

WEST EAST 

6JB54X *973 

<7853 <7A 

0K7 0A949 

+ 865 +KQ1093 

SOUTH 
*> 

OQ J 8741 

0J1083 

+A3 


The bidding: 
EAST SOUTH 
1* 19 


NORTH 

49 


Opening lead: Eight of* 

Ew? card and «f«rr phnr tolli a 
story. Understand tea plot and 
became a w in ning player. 

■ Haa hand i* from a mgjar team 
championship some jean ago. 
North-South reached a reaaonahla 
four-heart contract in quick k*"* 
and, after a dob lead, it takaa wall- 
raaeoned dafeuae to defeat the 
game. Cover qp the South and Weat 
hands and r If yea can amoiatg 



tha pwfiauian ce of Eddie Kan tar, 
T7 J4 In ^ nafl —Bat and one of the 
same's mqst proSfie, and beat, writ- 


Whra declarer plsysd- lo w^rom- 
dummy on the dub lead, Kantar’a 
nine vu captured by (South's ace. 
Declarer canted the scs and king rf 
spade a, discarding a dub from 
then led the nine of heart*. 
You win perforce with the ace^ 
What do you lead neat, and why? 

Knyitar reasoned that declarer 
had to be left with only zed earda — 
if South held another chib, it would 
hare been dispoeed of on the 
remaining high spade. Tberefixe, to 
defeat tha contract the defirndme 
would have to find three more 
tricks in tha red suits. 

Obviously, no trick vu avaQafala 
In trumps — dadarer could easily 
have coma to hand with a dub ran 
and tried a trump finesse if the 
queen were missing- That meant 
that tha AimmnnA trait would ham 
to provide three tricks, and the cofe 
Aim* for the defense was to find, 
partner with the king doubleton. 
So, Kan tar shifted to a low dia- 
mond, and king, aca and a tfismond 
tqffdaftated the contract ana trick. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and MRce Arpirton 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 

one tetter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by die above cartoon. 


Print answer here : 


Yesterday's 


{Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: INEPT GAILY BICKER MAMMAL . 
Answer You might can the singles dinner dance 
this — A MEET BALL 
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ACROSS 

t One's own 
person 

5 Lukewarm 

10 “I cannot tell — " 

11 intermediate 
range ballistic 
missile 

13 Parker House — 

14 Renders 
imperfect, in a 
way 

16 Cows 

18 Place 

20 Tapers 

21 Pro — 

22 Small, wooded 
valleys 

23 Summer TV 
feature 

24 Having a 
variegated 
pattern 

25 Comment 

26 Mexican fare 

27 Disproves 

28 Federated 

29 Foretold 

30 Ruinous 
things 

31 Fretted 

32 Mild oath 

33 Certain 
embroidered 
doth 

34 Obstinate 

35 Slows down 

39 Italian Alps 

41 Fuss 

42 Acts of 
plunder 

43 And others: 
abbr. 

44 More 
contemptible 

45 Cupola 

DOWN 

1 Pakistan outer 
garment 

2 NC college 

3 Sing lightly 

4 Wished 
happiness to 

5 Wrecked 

6 Small, pnvileged 
groups 
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All rights reserved 

7 Blanches 

8 Certain savings 
accis. 

9 Telegraphic 
code sound 

11 Small pools of 
water 

12 Living apart 

14 Went table- 
hopping 

15 Sewed 

17 Loose. 

sleeveless 

cloaks 

19 Armored combat 
vehicles 

21 Recompensed 

22 Master 

23 One who 
removes 
impurities 

24 Ran 

25 Uses abusive 
language 

26 Cylinders 

27 Surface 
disturbances 


Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 
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29 Goddess of 36 Dorothy's 

agriculture dog 

31 French 37 Cheese 

playwright 38 Only 

33 Trailers, briefly 40 Place lor 

35 Amino acid research 
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Gems of the worid . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 



Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

In Urn Uthaina, 3 
: bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments and* 
villas 

Fumished/unfumished for 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel: 810605,810609, 810520 
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our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO phot 9 

Mm 30% torpor 


.A SECURE L 

Hotel 

Swelflyeh 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

,The Best Cooking, 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere 'in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate ' 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 pj 
fcSO - 11:30 JX/n. • 


N^boz 


• Eiffopean Steals & CWckwi 
- Middle Eastern Grflte 

• Pizza & Snacks 

• Hamburgers 

■ Mazza. Salads 

• Atgela 

Tel: 642830 ^ 

jabal Amman, 3rd Clreta 


Bank. Phone: SMW 
Sweficb tel: 823891 
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EHmBUE RESTAURANT 
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^SECURITY 
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All Suites Hotel 
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Cafe* 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweifiyeh 
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Technical 
^ETAL WORK 5 

Suppliers of high 
quality wMIng 
machines, 
electrodes, flaxes, 
and accessories. 
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fully mquippmd 
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ReriJcucvaett 

‘Teppanyciki 
Sashimi 
. Sushi 
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DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 


Slmiemni 

Tel: 693399 


Fax Ho. 750208-787830 
Tel So. 750208-787830 

GaDolar PtaN XL 0 7 W 4 5 S 0 
Iiimi - Mu 

Gmnl Vn>|v SALEM HAHUU 


Miinria- N. jiKLivu Snn> 

francesco 

smaito 

Paris 

Me*t i tyJeasi 


cuis Feraud - Ammrn 
Commercial Center GF. 
Um - Uthaina - Tel: 864721 


^Deluxe Furnished _ 

c g 

£and Unfurnished a. 

L. g 

^-Villas apartments li- 
gand office Space g 
fE CC 

oTo Suit all Budgets o 

U_ LL 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 




AVIS RENTACAR 

RENT A PHONE 

when vou pick 
up your keys 


Saiyabex 

REU STATE 


Deluxe Villas I 
SLAppartmentsl 
in Amman | 

for furths details please call 

Tel 864230 
Fax. 864231 


Ui((a 1 

For Sale! 
or Rent I 
In Abdoun I 

1 300 m 2 1 

Tel. 629901 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman . 

fldiieu ix Amm 




Quality Furnished Suites 

One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


pJVlLLA^ 

D’ANGELO 




AUTHENTIC I 

ITALIAN RESTAURANT! 

Jabal Amman j 

Tel 638212 

Air-condUioocd Lounge 



CROWD HOT* 

INDOOR 
WANG POOL 
*1 JACUZZI 


(£c/cV 




WIBICOB 

TEL 7581 80^ 


MLaaomca 605843.690157 
* TV STATION RD.jJ 


^ofeu-nd 

junior 

MaxMara 

spoRimx 

Sandra 

Boutique 

Jordan Insurance Bide. 
Third Circle 

Tel. 647800 
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Cordon 

Xjica^Voncmi 
JjmA & ^Dinner 

TdTS54201 ^654500 
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Sports 


A weekend of shocks, missed chances 
in most major European leagues 


PARIS (AFP) — It turned 
out to be a weekend of 
shocks and missed chances 
in most of the major 
European leagues. 

Italian champions 

Juventus suffered their 
biggest setback of the sea- 
son and their third defeat in 
10 days when they were 
hammered 4-0 away by 
Lazio in front of an excited 
crowd packed into the 
Olympic stadium. 

But AC Milan failed to 
take over at the top when 
they were held to a 1-1 draw 
in their local derby match 
against Inter Milan. 

They join Parma, dramatic 
last-minute 3-2 home win- 
ners over Piacenza, on 17 
points from eight matches. 

Lens were another side 
who missed a golden oppor- 
tunity to top their domestic 
league when they crashed to 
a surprise 1-0 home defeat 
against Gain gamp. Their 
defeat came just 24 hours 
after Paris St. Germain 
became the first team this 
season to beat French 
.league leaders Metz. 

In Spain, Atletico Madrid 
failed to open up a five- 
point gap at the top of the 
table after Barcelona were 
beaten for the first time this 


EURO ROUNDUP 


season. Atletico drew 1-1 
with ten-man Merida 
whereas Barcelona crashed 
to a 2-1 defeat against 
Compostela. 

By contrast there were 
few upsets in Germany and 
the Netherlands. 

Bayern Munich improved 
their impressive record to 
nine wins from 11 matches 
when they beat VFB 
Stuttgart 5-3. And Borussia 
Dortmund ended FC 
Schalke’s eight-match 
unbeaten run with a 2-1 win 
— Michael Zorc tucking 
away the winner just one 
minute before the final 
whistle. 

Runaway Dutch paceset- 
ters Ajax kept their 100 per 
cent record with their 
twelfth consecutive victory 
of the season after thrashing 
visiting Roda Kerkrade 6-1 . 
They are five points clear of 
Eindhoven who were 2-0 
home winners over Willem 
II Rilburg. 

A crowd of 70,000 
watched Juventus, who had 
only conceded five goals in 
their seven previous match- 


Sampras poised 
to overtake Agassi 


PARIS (AFP) — Pete 
. Sampras, a semi-finalist at 
Essen at the weekend, 
should recapture his world 
□umber-one status from 
injured fellow-American 
Andre Agassi at this 
week's Paris Open. 

Sampras, who is just 
231 points • behind his 
Davis Cup teammate in 
the latest rankings pub- 
lished Monday, opens his 
campaign for a first victo- 
ry in the $2.25 million 
event against either home 
hero Araaod Boetsch or 
Jonas Bjodanan of 
Sweden on Wednesday. 

But his main threat is 
expected to come from 
French Open champion 
Thomas Muster of Austria 
who won his first-ever 
indoor crown at Esscd on 
Sunday. 

Agassi, last year’s win- 
ner, has been forced to 
withdraw because of a 
reoccurrence of a chest- 


muscle injury. The only 
other top-ten player who 
will not be appearing at 
the Bercy Stadium is 
Russian Davis Cup player 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov, who 
is nursing a knee injury. 

Boris Becker, who has 
been suffering from a 
back injury, has decided to 
play after a strenuous fit- 
ness test on Sunday. 

In the latest rankings 
Michael Chang, recent 
winner in Beijing, moves 
up into fourth place 
behind Muster while 
Becker drops down to 
fifth spot 

Another top-ten change 
sees Jim Courier jump to 
seventh place above 
Sweden’s Thomas 
Enqvist, while Goran 
Ivanisevic of Croatia, who 
separated from Australian 
coach Bob Brett last 
week, fell to ninth spot 
just ahead of Sergi 
Bruguera of Spain. 
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CAR FOR SALE 

Fiat Tipo 2.0 i.E (DGT), 1991, 40,000 km., full 
options, no aircond'rtlon. Pioneer system, 6 CD + 
600 Watt + amplifier, Swiss number plate. 
i? r «/ I \° re information please call 695910 
Mr. Mu men, Auto C are Centre, Wadi Saqra Street 

FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms, two bathrooms, large living room. 
Fully equipped, telephone, television & central 
heating. 

Between the Fourth & Fifth Circles, JabaJ Amman, 
near Ammon Hotel, Best residential area. 

Tel: 777112 8 am- 2 pm 674028 after 4p.m. 


r 


LARGE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT IN AQABA 


A 2 40m 2 apartment for rent m the third Residential 
Area /Aqaba Ground Floor, Car Garage , 
Stock room and Garden 
The apartment consists of: 

2 Sitting rooms 5 Bedrooms 
3 Bathrooms 1 large Kitchen 
All rooms are furnished 


For more information call 
Tel. 315858 / Aqaba or 683501 / Amman 


es, collapse against Lazio. 

The home side went clear 
from a Giuseppe Signori 
goal after 40 minutes and 
then dominated the second- 
half with two more goals 
from Pierluigi Casfraghi and 
another from Roberto 
Rimbaudi. 

Juventus, humiliated by 
Atalanta in the Italian Cup 
in midweek and facing 
Scottish champions Rangers 
in the champions league on 
Wednesday, brought on 
Gianluca ViaUi for the sec- 
ond-half — but the experi- 
enced striker immediately 
missed a sitter. Fabrizio 
Ravanelli and Alessandro 
Del Piero also squandered 
chances as Juventus 
slumped to their worst 
defeat since losing 6-1 to 
Pescara four seasons ago. 

Parma needed a Filippo 
Inzhagi goal in the dying 
seconds to clinch their 3-2 
win over Piacenza. They 
hart taken a 2-1 lead thanks 
to two goals from 
Gianfranco Zola with just 
eight minutes to play, when 
Nicola Caccia equalised 
from the penalty spot But 
Inzhagi’ s last-gasp winner 


‘Steffi Graf’s jailed dad 
living high on the hog’ 


BONN (AFP) — It is not 
exactly bread and water for 
the father of tennis star 
Steffi Graf, held in provi- 
sional detention in connec- 
tion with a tax evasion case, 
a German newspaper 
reports. 

The weekly Focus says 
Peter Graf, detained on sus- 
picion of tax evasion in 
managing Us daughter's 
fortune, lunches regularly 
on- duck breast and stuffed 
pork-belly sent to Ms jail 
cell at his own expense 
from a posh hotel in 
Mannheim where he is 
being held. 

To wash it all down 
there’s mineral water and 
freshly squeezed orange 
juice. Focus says in its 
Monday edition . 


The meals are wrapped in 
aluminum foil and placed 
under a stiver cover at the 
Mannheimer Hof Hotel 
every morning and deliv- 
ered to the jail 15 minutes 
later. A guard takes the grub 
to Graf. In the evenings, 
when Germans tend to eat 
light, a cold meal is also 
taken to the illustrious 
inmate. Focus said. 

The check comes to 3,000 
to 4,000 German marks a 
month, or $2,200 to $2,900. 

Graf, 57, has been held 
since Aug. 2 on suspicion 
of Mding much of his 
daughter’s wealth from tax 
inspectors. Steffi Graf, the 
world’s top female tennis 
player, is believed to be 
worth 180 million marks, 
about $130 million dollars. 


Tomba, Compagnoni set 
to miss season-opener 


ROME (R) — Top Italians 
Alberto Tomba and 

Deborah Compagnoni are 
almost certain to miss next 
month’s season-opening 

World Cup Ski races in 
France. 

Tomba was unhappy 

about race conditions in 
Tignes while Compagnoni 
was still recovering from 
knee surgery, said Italian 
Ski Federation President 
■ Carlo Valentino. 

“He told me he is not 
thinking about the World 
Cup but is concentrating on 
the World Championships 
this season,” Valentino said 
of triple Olympic and over- 
all World Cup champion 
Tomba, winner of 11 of his 
16 World Cup events last 
season. 

The world champi- 
onships, postponed this 
year because of a lack of 
snow, have been resched- 
uled for Spain’s Sierra 
Nevada in February. 

“Deborah will miss the 
opening World Cup races. 
She told me she will cer- 
tainly not be ready for 
Hgnes and will see about 
the races in America,” 
Valentino added. 

Double Olympic gold 


medallist Compagnoni, 
dogged by injury and ill- 
ness throughout her career, 
underwent exploratory key- 
hole surgery in September 
after suffering pain in her 
right knee during pre -sea- 
son training in Chile. 

Italian women’s team 
coach Piennario 

Calcamuggi also said it was 
unlikely Compagnoni 
would be at Tignes for the 
Nov. 11 women’s giant 
slalom. 

Tomba, who is unhappy 
with the men's giant slalom 
on Nov. 12 being run on the 
Grand Motte Glacierwas 
expected to reach a decision 
this week. 


Quality Colour 
anti 

Commercial Printers 

EPC 

Economic 
Press Co. 

CALL 

623278 

FAX 

646111 

ISO. King Hussein Street 
P, Q- Box 651 1 
Amman 1 1 1 IS 


JBS4 International Community School 
S3* P.O. Box 2002, Khilda, Amman 

Children are accepted between the ages of 3-11 
years and we are the only school in Amman to 
offer the full British curriculum adapted for the 
international community. 

Our language of instruction is English with special 
support for non-English speakers. Staff are UK. 
qualified. Music, P.E. and Drama are taught by 
specialists right through the school. French and 
Arabic are also offered. The school provides a 
pleasant stimulating environment - - care is taken 
to meet the needs of each individuals child. Visits 
encouraged. 

Get further details by Tel.: 841070 Fax: 847109 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, October 31, 1995 


15 




against his old club kept 
them level-pegging on top 
with AC Milan. 

Inter Milan, with their 
new English coach Roy 
Hodgson on the bench, went 
dear against AC Milan after 
18 minutes when Massimo 
Paganin slotted home from 
a comer. But AC Milan 
struck back thanks to anoth- 
er magical run by George 
Weab who sent through a 
perfect pass for Savicevic to 
rifle into the net. 

A goal down in the first 
minute, Atletico needed an 
own-goal in the 45th to 
level the match and then 
failed to make the break- 
through before their home 
fans — despite Merida skip- 
per Antonio Reyes getting 
his mar ching orders midway 
through the first-half. 

The Spanish leaders sore- 
ly missed Jose Caminero 
and Argentina’s Diego 

Simeone in midfield, both 
out through injury. 

Barcelona took a 24th 

minute lead through 
Bosnian striker Meho 

Kodro, but compo Stella then 
stormed back with two 
goals in as many minutes in 
the last quarter of an hour 
— D enmar k’s Bent 
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Juventus player Moreno Torricelli (left) jumps over Lazio’s Favalli during their Italian first division soccer match 
in Rome on Sunday (Reutes photo) 


Christensen slotting home 
from the spot and Nigerian 
Christopher Ohen scoring 
the winner in the 78th 
minute. 

Barcelona are now three 
points behind Atletico, but 
two dear of the Catalan 


club's city neighbours. 
Espanol, who drew 2-2 with 
Celta Vigo. 

Reigning champions Real 
Madrid also took the lead in 
their away match against 
Albacete when teenage sen- 
sation Raul was on target 


one minute before half- 
time. But down to 10 men 
after defender Rafael 
Alcorta was dismissed, they 
conceded a late goal scored 
by Sanchez Maqueda for a 
1-1 draw. 

Apart from the defeats of 


Metz and Lens, the French 
first division saw a series of 
surprise results. 

Auxcrrc went down !-2 at 
home to Lille while Monaco 
drew 1-! away in their 
derby match agam>; 
Cannes. 


Record-breaker Rice unable 
to salvage San Francisco win 


SAN FRANCISCO, 
Calif ornia (AFP) - San 
Francisco superstar Jerry 
Rice crossed another 
National Football League 
(NFL) milestone here 
Sunday, but the New 
Orleans Saints spoiled his 
record-setting day with an 
11-7 victory over the 
49ers. 

Rice, one of the greatest 
wide receivers in NFL 
history, became the 

league’s all-time leader in 
receiving yards when he 
caught a 13-yard pass 

from backup quarterback 
Elvis Grbac in the second 
quarter. 

It took Rice's lifetime 
total to 14,012, surpassing 
the previous mark of 
14,004 established by 

James Lofton from 197S- 
93. 

But the Super Bowl 

champions were held to 
their lowest points total 
since a 10-7 home loss to 
Houston on Christmas 
day of 1993. 

New Orleans’ Mario 
Bates ran 11 yards for a 
touchdown early in the 
third quarter to give the 
lowly Saints their second 
victory over San 
Francisco in their last 
nine meetings. 

Jim Everett, who threw 
four interceptions last 
week against Carolina. 


American football 


connected with Michael 
Haynes for IS yards and 
Quinn early for 17 yards 
to set up the score. 

Bates rushed for 96 
yards on 25 carries as 
New Orleans took advan- 
tage of the absence of 
Dana Stubblefield, San 
Francisco's best run- 
defender. Stubblefield 
missed the entire second 
half with stomach flu. 

The 49ers were already 
without starting quarter- 
back Steve Young, and 
they lost both tight end 
Brent Jones and running 
back William Floyd to 
injuries during the game. 

Rice, in his 1 1th season 
with the 49ers. has 875 
catches and also owns the 
NFL record for touch- 
down receptions with 
148. 

The 33-year-old has 
never missed a game, and 
has made nine straight 
appearances as a pro bowl 
starter and recorded an 
NFL record nine consec- 
utive 1,000-yard seasons. 

Deion Sanders doesn’t 
boast Rice’s wide receiver 
credentials, but the flam- 
boyant cornerback tried 
his hand on a couple of 
offensive plays in his 


debut for the Dallas 
Cowboys in Atlanta. 

Sanders played his usual 
cornerback position and 
wide receiver, catching 
one pass for six yards and 
nearly making a diving 
catch in the end zone on a 
45-yard pass from Troy 
Aikman. 

The Cowboys beat the 
Falcons 28-13, and pro- 
fessed themselves 

delighted with their $35 
million-dollar signing. 

Sanders was playing his 
first NFL game of the 
year after ankle surgery 
ended his baseball season 
last month. 

The Cowboys are hop- 
ing he will help them turn 
the tables on San 
Francisco, who signed 
Sanders as a free agent 
last year and used him to 
beat Dallas to the national 
conference title. 

Sanders took some teas- 
ing from teammates on 
his near-miss in the end 
zone, but Aikman predict- 
ed Sanders' speed would 
be a formidable offensive 
weapon. 

“He will keep defenses 
honest," Aikman said. 
The Cowboys won their 
third straight to take their 
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record to 7-1. two games 
ahead of Philadelphia in 
the NFC East. 

The Eagles, who beat St 
Louis 20-9 in 
Philadelphia on Sunday, 
visit Dallas next week. 

San Francisco. Atlanta 
and St Louis head the 
NFC West, all with 5-3 
records. 

The struggling Miami 
Dolphins boosted their 
record to 5-3 in the 
American Conference 
East, with quarteiback 
Dan Marino returning 
from injury to lead Miami 
to a 23-6 victory -over 
division rivals Buffalo. 

The win snapped a 
three-game losing streak 
and was Buffalo’s second 
loss in a row after five 
straight wins. 

In other games, it was 
Detroit 24-Green Bay 16. 
Carolina 20-New Eneland 
17, Cleveland ~ 29- 
Cincinnati 26 in overtime, 
Indianapolis 17-New 
York 10, Pittsburgh 24- 
Jacksonville 7, Arizona 
20-Seartle 14 in overtime, 
and New York Giants 24- 
Washington 15. 
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Fast cash 
around 

JL B ^ Now you can wit 

|| up to JD 500 froi 

V I I ^^0 ATM Machines u 

your GlobaiAccc 
if Wt Our ATM s also j 

Mi I /flBfih M0 all Visa Cards as 
I ^L0 3,1 Master Cards 
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The British Bank of the Middle East 
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Now you can withdraw 
up to JD 500 from our 
ATM Machines using 
your GlobaiAccess card. 
Our ATM s also accept 
all Visa Cards as well as 
all Master Cards issued 
by HSBC Group members. 

For further information 

contact any of our branches: 

Jebel Hussein 

Tel: 607471 

Amman Downtown 

Tel: 636175 /6 

Jebel Amman 

Tel: 643102/6 

Wehdat 

Tel: 770810, 770130 
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SHARING A JOKE: Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat jokes with Arab Bank Chairman Abdul Majid 
Shoman on Monday while attending a session of the Middle East and North Africa economic summit in 
Amman (AFP photo) 

World Bank warns of 
water crisis in Mideast 


AMMAN I R) — The World 
Bunk called on Monday for 
urgent changes in govern- 
ment policies to avert a critic- 
al shnrt.ise of water in the 
Middle Last and Norih Afri- 
ca that c«'uld undermine 
hopes tit economic develop- 
ment. 

In .i speech ai the Amman 
regional economic summit. 
World Bank Vice President 
Caio Koch-Weser said seven 
of |h countries in the region 
already used more than IlKl 
per cent "f their renewable 
water resources. 

"In no other region of the 
world ix water as important to 
growth and development." 
Sir Koch-Weser'x told the 


Middle East and North Afri- 
ca (MENA) xummit. 

“The potential for a 
worsening water crisis in the 
region is "real and addressing 
it is absolutely critical for the 
region's future." he said. 

Mr. Koch-Weser said if 
governments took action, 
such as redirecting w ater from 
agriculture and stopping 
urban waste, the World Bank 
could double lending for wa- 
ter projects over the next 
decade. 

He called for convening a 
Middle East and North Afri- 
ca summit on water next 
year, suggesting it be pre- 
pared in cooperation with the 
European Union. 


Whatever your project is, 
take full advantage of precasting 

Remember the following name: 

Engineer Sabri Farah 

First name in precasting in Jordan 

Tel.: 688214/5 Fax 688216 
P.O. Box: 5023 Amman 11183 


If there wax no change in 
government policy, he said, 
the prospects for an area o! 
chronic water shortages 
stretching from the Atlantic 
to the Gulf would be grim. 

He said eight countries 
already were using less than 
5fXl cubic metres' of water 
annually per capita — a point 
at which water shortages be- 
come a central concern to 
individuals and interfere with 
economic development. 

"Within the next 30 years 
most countries in the region 
will have crossed that bar- 
rier." Mr. Koch-Weser said. 
"Only five of the lb MENA 
countries in our projections 
will have per capita availabil- 
ity of 500 cubic metres oi 
more by 2025." 

He said waste in agncul- 
tuie and municipal supplies 
hud to be attacked. 

Agricult me consumes 
nearly no per cent of regional 
water supplies, but contn- 
butes only 15-20 per cent of 
the gross domestic product. 
Mr. Koch-Weser said value 
added In using a cubic metie 
i*l water tit Morocco was 
SO. 1' in agriculture but S2 > ' m 
industry. 

Water iust be used more 
efficient! v in agriculture and 
priced higher to discourage 



waste, he said Better water 
s\ stems, such as drip feeds, 
would let agriculrme piospei 
with a traction ot pie'Ciw 
water consumption 

Municipal water use must 
also be improved, he said 
Half nl supplies are now lost 
while 45 million of the re- 
gion's 2M» million people do 
not have safe drinking water 
and St* million do not have 
adequate amounts toi sanita- 
tion. 

Mr. Koch-Weser said the 
region could not count on 
new sou ices such as destli- 
nisation unless there was 
strong economic growth to 
pay for it. 

"'I Ins is far Iront an im- 
mediate prospect, and could 
only become a reality d 
strong ,MOgt amines for watci 
conservation and reallocation 
(list succeed in eleinmating 
the ‘watei bar net' to 

growth." he said 

The World Banks call lor 
urgent action on water fol- 
lows its teport last week 
warning that governments 
must enact immediate econo- 
mic reforms to rcveisc a de- 
cline that has given the region 
the slowest growth over the 
last decade of am area in the 
world. 


Bullfight on 
French highway 

MARSFii.I l'. France 
1 AFP* - ■ An escaped fig fo- 
ul* bull wreaked havoc on 
a 'motorway isi southern 
France Sutula>. attacking 
•several v;ux be lore police 
intervened and killed the 
nnim.tl with six gunshots. 
After escaping from its pen 
the bull initially ironed 
along the road, but was 
eventually hit by a car. 
Onlv slightly him and see- 
ing 'red. the bull tried to 
gore several cars. Its owner 
called police, who needed 
siv shots to down the ani- 
mal. 

porta-potties bring 
relief to downtown 
Beijing 

BHUING (R) — Beijing 
eitv has begun installing 
more than 2(H) mobile toi- 
lets to ease a chronic short- 
age in busy downtown 
areas. Xinhua news agency 
reported Monday. Though 
the Chinese capital has 
57 .(XX) public toilets, most 
are in residential streets 
serving thousands of loo- 
less homes and only a few 
are in bustling business dis- 
tricts. it said. There are 
only three in one stretch of 
five kilometres of 
Chang' an Avenue, lire 
city's main thoroughfctie. it 
said. The new units feature 
a practical design and ate 
the si/e of a telephone 
booth, manufacturer Bei- 
jing Xiaoqing Km ironment 
Protection Co. said. "The 
new toilet uses little space, 
is easy to take down and 
easy to clean.*' a Xiaoqmg 
spokesman was quoted as 
saying. The firm is respon- 
sible Tor sending a vehicle 
each day to remove the toi- 
let N contents, be added 
The use of mobile roilets 
was pioneeted at die U.N. 
World Conference on 
Women in September. 
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Ready to Export And Compete In Quality And Price Anywhere In The world 
Agents Are Required In The Countries Where We Are Not Represented Yet 


jJjVl - JloC - ubb - jUc (LaJU - IH : w. gtf - TWA : jJE - VTTYU - YTTVIT : ublft 
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UNION MILLS 

FOR YARN & CARPET 
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POLYPROPYLENE BCF YARNS 
FOR WEAVING AND TUFTING 
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